Shoftim 32: 10:1-5 Tola and Yair
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Structure of Perek 10
10:1-2 Tola ben Puah
10:3-5 Yair haGiladi
10:6-10 Introduction to Amon

10:11-18 Rebuke and Rehabilitation

1. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim pg. 112
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Many judge/leaders stood for Israel in the era between settlement and the start of the monarchy, and the book of Judges
speaks in detail only of some of them. Correctly, the author chose those judges whose deeds, history and even errors
included lessons for the generations... On the other hand, the text does not go on at length regarding judges who, in
the thinking of the author, do not hold in their histories an additional lesson or some new and special aspect... For some
of them, the book of Judges mentions their names and speaks about them in brief detail. Perhaps the author did this in
order to present a more full picture of the era, so that the reader would know that there were many judges, from various
tribes. And last of all, so that the story would not become, due to the selected personalities, a sort of anthology of
abbreviated passages...
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Their place in the book suits their place in history, and the story learned from their deeds suits this place... One might
ask, then, what we can learn from this ordering... Did Tola and Yair, who lived and functioned right after Avimelech,
learn and apply the lessons of his story2 And did Yiftach, who judged right after them, draw lessons from the events of
their lives?

10:1-2 Meet Tola
3. Names from Yissachar Bereishit 46:13, Bamidbar 26:23-24

4. Radak to Shoftim 10:1
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Such is his name... And in some [Aramaic] editions “son of his father’s brother,” in which case it means to say he was
the first cousin of Avimelech.

5. Radak to Shoftim 9:22

120N HRIWS IR 1T RDY 210 7772 727 K2 00 "W R KDY LW AnR 79997 DRI 93 Y o0 KDY mEvn TR 0
And because he reigned on his own, and not over all Israel, it said “And he mastered”. And it did not say “And he
judged” because he did not follow a good path, and he did not bring Israel to good conduct.
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Avimelech also rescued Israel. Even though it wasn't mentioned, saying “after Avimelech” shows that he had also
rescued Israel from their enemies. Were it not so, it would not have said “after”, and [Avimelech] would not have been
counted with the judges of Israel, and it would not have said of him, “And he mastered Israel.”

7. Malbim to Shoftim 10:2
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For Avimelech did not rescue them; he only reigned over them.
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It appears that the text, in emphasizing the geographic element of the two men’s stories, wished, among other things,
to hint at the relative ease in which they could have learned proper lessons from Avimelech... The text notes that [Tola]
rescued Israel, and in my humble opinion this is very meaningful against the background of Avimelech’s story... The
meaning is that here is a sort of return to the era of the judges after Avimelech...

10:3-5 Yair haGiladi
9. Radak to Shoftim 10:4
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This story is to explain why he was a judge: he was great, and honoured with wealth, children and honour.

10. lbn Ezra to Bereishit 3:1
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Do not be surprised at having arum after arumim even though they have two different meanings. This is purity of

language, like Shoftim 15:16, “Bil’chi hachamor, chamor chamoratayim [with the jaw of a donkey, piles upon piles],”

and Shoftim 10:4...
11. Captured cities ~ Divrei haYamim | 2:23

12.Radak to Shoftim 10:4
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And the ayar is the young donkey, as in Bereishit 49:11 and Zecharyah 9:9. Perhaps these are choice in those lands

for riding. And perhaps also because those who go to sea from those lands call horses ayarim too.
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The picture created is one of concern for his children’s honour, a focus on their status and dividing up power among
the family. Second, “they are called Chavot Yair" may indicate an attempt to guard the family name for generations,
and not only to tie in to the image of one of the tribal patriarchs. Perhaps all of these are not serious matters, but they
are the elements of monarchy.

10:6-10 Introduction to Amon

14.Talmud, Beitzah 25b
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