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Introduction to Chapters 5-6
1. Outline

o 5:12 A renewed charge to build

o 5317 The governor’s challenge and letter to King Darius

e 6:15 The Persian archives yield their evidence

o 6:6-12 Darius orders that construction go forward

e 6:13-18 Temple built and dedicated

o 6:19-22 Pesach is celebrated

2. Prof. Mordechai Zer Kavod, Daat Mikra to Ezra pg. 17
W72 MNWRIT Q2w TV WD S0 AN NPUOWAY NONT AMINNAR N7 370w KX ROV 7902 2ORYALT MW TN
QvLA DPNIZING WHWY 223717 2N IRYRY oW "2 oy LamT 2PT QanyY — 22277M WY — T YA DOROWI 72 1w
.79 701 71T N°an O3 PR Ul ,WIIT %2 ,000 Man
From the documents found in Ezra it emerges that Judea had broad religious and legal autonomy. From the days of
Cyrus until the first years of Darius, princes from the seed of David ruled there — Sheshbatzar and Zerubavel - and the
elders of Judea [ruled] with them. With the end of the reign of the descendants of the royal houses who had reigned
over their lands with Persian authorization, in the days of Darius, control was taken from the house of David and given
to the pecha...

3. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 5:7
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“The guards who patrol the city found me” — This is Tatnai, pecha of the other side of the river, and his allies...

5:1-2 A renewed charge to build
4. Malbim to Ezra 1:1
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Jeremiah's prophecy was explicit that the “recalling” would be at the time of the destruction of Babylon, which would
be after 70 years of the Babylonian Empire, as explained in Jeremiah 25:11-12 and 29:10. But regarding the
punishment of being in exile for 70 years because of their failure to observe shemifah, the count should have begun
from the exile of Tzidkiyahu, which was 18 years after the start of Nevuchadnezzar's reign, at which point the land was
desolate ...
Both were fulfilled. In fulfilling the word of Gd via Jeremiah, Gd awakened the spirit of Cyrus in the first year of his reign
and he ordered that they return to Jerusalem and build the Temple. This command was only to fulfill Jeremiah’s 70
Babylonian years (29:10)... And he did not promise that the Temple would be built then, for that was not its time. This
was only 18 years later, at the completion of 70 years since the destruction of Jerusalem, when atonement of the sin of
shemitah was complete. However, had [Cyrus] not licensed them to build the Temple, they would not have returned from
exile, and so Gd awakened his spirit to license them to build the Temple.

5:3-17 The governor’s challenge and letter to King Darius
5. Rashito Ezra 5:4
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Those foes of Judea and Benjamin said to Israel...



6. Malbim to Ezra 5:3
712 9% onR an2a7 2R 1XYW 1M1 PWRIT QYO 1M APTT 102 2NINR D°9% 1°7 OOW L0870V IR KOW T DOawna on
fDW1 W7D MwA °2 ,AT0 N°2aa Mm% mwn o> n1sn ORUW P70 ,0° 700 MY %0 X7 X371 97737 72V DD °Inn Raw 27 ,02Ina
(NI Y2
It was with Divine supervision that their enemies did not attack them, for they would have disrupted them with a mighty
hand, like the first time and as they wished to fight later during the construction of the walls. This was only that Tatnai,
pecha of Transjordan, who was not an enemy of the Jews, came and asked who had licensed them to build this Temple.
The permission of Cyrus had been forgotten by then.

7. Lines 18-21 of the King/Thompson translation of the Behistun Inscription
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Full_translation_of_the_Behistun_Inscription)

(18) King Darius says: Then | marched against that Nidintu-Bé&l, who called himself Nebuchadnezzar. The army of
Nidintu-Bél held the Tigris; there it took its stand, and on account of the waters (the river) was unfordable. Thereupon |
supported my army on (inflated) skins, others | made dromedary-borne, for the rest | brought horses. Ahuramazda
brought me help; by the grace of Ahuramazda we crossed the Tigris. Then did | utterly overthrow that host of Nidintu-
B&l. On the twenty-sixth day of the month Aciyadiya (13 December 522 BC[E]) we joined battle.

(19) King Darius says: After that | marched against Babylon. But before | reached Babylon, that Nidintu-Bél, who called
himself Nebuchadnezzar, came with a host and offered battle at a city called Z&zéna, on the Euphrates. Then we joined
battle. Ahuramazda brought me help; by the grace of Ahuramazda did | utterly overthrow the host of Nidintu-Bél. The
enemy fled into the water; the water carried them away. On the second day of the month Andmaka (18 December 522
BCIE]) we joined battle.

(20) King Darius says: Then did Nidintu-Bél flee with a few horsemen into Babylon. Thereupon | marched to Babylon.
By the grace of Ahuramazda | took Babylon, and captured Nidintu-Bél. Then | slew that Nidintu-Bél in Babylon.

(21) King Darius says: While | was in Babylon, these provinces revolted from me: Persia, Elam, Media, Assyria, Egypt,
Parthia, Margiana [Margug], Sattagydia [Thatagus], and Scythia [Sakal].

8. Malbim to Ezra 5:8
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With this they sought to benefit, informing that [the Jews] were not building a mighty fortress. They were placing wood
in the walls, which would easily be burned in fire and would not be mighty [and for this reason Cyrus commanded that
every fourth layer be of wood in 6:4]. And this work was done quickly and was successful in their hands — and with this
[Tatnai] lobbied, saying that the nations around them were not halting the work, for there was no concern regarding
rebellion or bad conduct, or harm to the king or to other nations.

9. Malbim to Ezra 5:10
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And this was also for the best, to know that at their head stood the pecha who would not act without license. Certainly,
they must be speaking truthfully, that they had explicit permission.

10.  Malbim to Ezra 5:12-13
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lts destruction was due to sins, and those sins had already been atoned for via exile.

11. Malbim to Ezra 5:14
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And these were two clear proofs to their words — their possession of the vessels, and the fact that Sheshbatzar was

pecha as set by the king, such that the king had commanded him to build and he had built. The pecha is an officer of

the king, and he would not have done this without permission.
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