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Summary so far
e Chapter 1: Cyrus permitted the Jews to return and build the Beit haMikdash

o Chapter 2: 42,000 Jews returned, led by Sheshbatzar and then Zerubavel, as well as Yehoshua Kohen Gadol. The
main body of returnees were identified at length by lineage.

e Chapter 3: The returnees first scattered to cities, but then in the month of Tishrei they banded together to build an
altar, to bring offerings, to celebrate Succot and then to start building a Beit haMikdash. (This may also be featured
in Nechemiah 7-10.)

o Chapter 4: The Samaritans offered to build with us, perhaps insincerely and perhaps intending to build it as a multi-
purpose temple. We refused, and they tried to prevent us from building it, both via intimidation and via lobbying.
An example of this is found in Ezra 4:7-23, which may be plucked from later in history.

4:12-16 The Samaritan letter

1. Rabbi Dr. Moshe Zvi Segal, Encyclopedia Mikrait 6:146
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Scholars of the previous generation questioned the authenticity of the Aramaic text, and they especially denied the

authenticity of the official documents recorded there. But Edouard Meyer has already demonstrated their credibility, and

the Elephantine papyri subsequently discovered, which resemble the Aramaic text in language and style, have added

support for their authenticity.

2. Malbim to Ezra 4:12
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This was where the copyists set their trickery and forgery, for this language admits of two explanations.

e One could explain “the rebellious city” as associated with the previous text, saying that [the Jews] had come to
Jerusalem, a rebellious and sinful city, and the word “building” would be a separate word stating that they are
building a structure there, meaning that they are building the Temple there, and they have established the walls
of the Temple...

e And one could explain that “building” is joined with “the rebellious and sinful city,” meaning that [the Jews] had
come to Jerusalem and were building the rebellious and wicked city.

They copied it to read thus, that [the Jews] were building the city. If it would become known to the king that this was a
lie, they would not be punished, for the letter could have been translated thus, as we had honestly translated it. And the
writers would not be punished, for they would excuse themselves by saying that they had intended the first meaning,
that [the Jews] were building a Temple there.

3. Malbim to Ezra 4:14
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The salt mined from the mountains or from the sea belonged to the king, as is done today in most lands, and the nations

buy it from the king... And this is the meaning of “we eat the salt of the king,” that we do this because we are his

servants.



4:17-24 The Construction is Halted

4. Malbim to Ezra 4:17
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Based on the way it had been related, it did not dawn upon the king to investigate whether the actual matter was true,

that the Jews had changed his instruction and built the walls of the city without his permission. He thought his officers,

and the many nations corresponding with them, would never write such an obvious lie to him. He only needed to

investigate whether it was true that the way of the people of Jerusalem was to rebel against kings.

Introduction to Chapters 5-6

5. Outline
o 5:12 A renewed charge to build
o 5317 The governor’s challenge and letter to King Darius
e 6:15 The Persian archives yield their evidence
o 6:6-12 Darius orders that construction go forward
e 6:13-18 Temple built and dedicated
o 6:19-22 Pesach is celebrated

6. Prof. Mordechai Zer Kavod, Daat Mikra to Ezra pg. 17
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From the documents found in Ezra it emerges that Judea had broad religious and legal autonomy. From the days of
Cyrus until the first years of Darius, princes from the seed of David ruled there — Sheshbatzar and Zerubavel - and the
elders of Judea [ruled] with them. With the end of the reign of the descendants of the royal houses who had reigned
over their lands with Persian authorization, in the days of Darius, control was taken from the house of David and given
to the pecha...

7. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 5:7
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“The guards who patrol the city found me” — This is Tatnai, pecha of the other side of the river, and his allies...



