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Introduction to Chapter Four (continued)
1. “The enemies of Yehudah and Binyamin” Kings Il 17:1-6, 24-41

2. Mishnah Kiddushin 4:3 (74aq)
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All who are prohibited from marrying into the community are permitted to marry each other. Rabbi Yehudah prohibits.

Rabbi Eliezer said: Those who are definitely [prohibited to marry in] are permitted to marry those who are definitely

[prohibited to marry in]; definites may not marry possibles; and possibles may not marry possibles. And these are the

possibles: Shetuki, Asufi, and Kuti.

3. Talmud, Kiddushin 75a-b
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Rabbi Yishmael thought that the Kutim converted due to fear of lions, and the kohanim who married among them were
disqualified, as Kings Il 17:32 says, “And they made miketzotam [some of them] into kohanim of high places,” on which
Rabbah bar bar Chanah cited Rabbi Yochanan to explain, “min hakotzim sheba’am - from the thorns among them,”
and therefore they were disqualified.
And Rabbi Akiva thought that the Kutim were true converts, and the kohanim who married among them were kosher
kohanim, as Kings Il 17:32 says, “And they made miketzotam [some of them] into kohanim of high places,” on which
Rabbah bar bar Chanah cited Rabbi Yochanan to explain, “min habechirim sheba’am — from the choicest among them.”
Then why were they prohibited [to marry in]2 Because ...

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Issurei Biah 13:17
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If they did not examine a convert’s intentions, or they did not inform him of the commandments and their punishments,

and he was circumcised and he immersed before three ordinary Jews, he is a convert, even if we then find out that he

converted for a particular gain... And even should he revert to idolatry...

4:1-3 Approach and Rebuff
5. Rashito Ezra 4:2
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“And they said: Let us build with you” — They said this to halt work on the House, to keep it from being built further.

6. Malbim to Ezra 4:2
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The Kutim served multiple gods, as in, “They revered Gd and served their gods.” They thought Israel would also serve
thus...

7. Talmud, Erchin 5b
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Mishnah: An idolater — Rabbi Meir said his erech may be vowed, but he cannot vow and erech. Rabbi Yehudah said
he may vow an erech, but his erech may not be vowed.

Explaining Rabbi Yehudah: Because of weakening the hands, as it is written, “And the nation of the land weakened the
hands of Judea, and frightened them from building.”

Explaining Rabbi Meir: For it says, “It is not for you and for us to build a house for our Gd.”

8. Rashi to Erchin 5b
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The idolaters pledged and wished to help build construction of the Second Temple, and Nechemiah ben Chakaliah told
them, “It is not for you and for us to build,” but for us alone.

4:4-6 Harassment
9. Metzudat David to Ezra 4:4-5
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“Weakening” — Softening their hearts, so that their hands would be weak in building. “And frightening” — Frightening
them from building.
“And hired” — They hired advisors for themselves, to counsel the king in line with their view, and to ruin the Jews’ plan.

10. Achashverosh? Cambyses Il (Rashi); Artachshasta (lbn Ezra); Xerxes (Encyclopedia Mikrait)

How does 4:4 — 6:22 work?

11. Outline

4:4-5 Opposition from the enemy from the time of Cyrus to the time of Darius

4:6 Opposition in the time of Achashverosh

4:7-23 Opposition in the time of Artachshasta

4:24 Opposition lasts until the second year of Darius

5:1-6:13 Jews start building; opposition appeals to Darius, but he checks the records and approves the building
6:14 Construction is permitted by authority of Darius, Cyrus and Artachshasta

6:15-22 Beit haMikdash is completed in the sixth year of Darius

Chapter 7 Artachshasta sends Ezra

12. Persian kings of this period, with their secular chronology

e Cyrus (Koresh) 559 BCE - 530 BCE (reigned over Babylon from 539 BCE)
e Cambyses Il 530 BCE - 522 BCE

e Darius | (Daryavesh?) 522 BCE - 486 BCE

e Xerxes (Achashverosh?) 486 BCE - 465 BCE

e Artaxerxes | (Artachshasta?) 465 BCE - ~424 BCE

e Darius I 423 BCE - 404 BCE

e Arfaxerxes Il 404 BCE - ~358 BCE

e Arfaxerxes lll 358 BCE - ~338 BCE

13. Solutions
e Artachshasta is a title, Darius is his name, Koresh is an adjective (Rosh HaShanah 3b, Seder Olam)
e Artachshasta is a title, 4:7-23 is Cyrus-as-Artachshasta, Chap. 7 is a later Artachshasta (Metz. David, Malbim)
e Cyrus, Artachshasta (4:7-23), Darius and Artachshasta (Chap. 7) are four different kings (Baal haMaor)
e 4:7-23 is brought from later in history, in discussing harassment (Daat Mikra, Encyclopedia Mikrait)



