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Moses and his Ear[y Encounters — Purpose and Prologue
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11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown up, that he went out to his brothers, and looked on
their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 And he looked this way and that
way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 13 And he went out
the second day, and, behold, two men of the Hebrews were striving together; and he said to him that did the wrong:
“Why would you strike your fellow?' 14 And he said: 'Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you intend to
kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?' And Moses feared, and said: 'Surely the thing is known.' 15 Now when Pharaoh
heard this thing, he wanted to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian;
and he sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew water, and
filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17 And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood
up and helped them, and watered their flock. 18 And when they came to Reuel their father, he said: 'How is it that
you have come so soon today?' 19 And they said: 'An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and
moreover he drew water for us, and watered the flock.' 20 And he said unto his daughters: 'And where is he? Why
is it that you have abandoned the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.' 21 And Moses was content to dwell with
the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22 And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he
said: 'Thave been a stranger in a strange land.'

Questions:

a) Inwhat context was the Egyptian striking the Hebrew? Who is the Egyptian and who is the Hebrew?

S

) For what purpose did Mosheh look “this way and that”?
) If there were two Hebrews fighting (B°%3), why is one called Y12 And why is he the only one to talk back to Mosheh?

o

&

Why does he address/accuse Mosheh using terms that evoke the s‘czma[oﬁr at Sodom?

o
~

Why does Mosheh react to his statement with fear that evokes Yaakov's veaction to his dream at Beit-El?

f) Whyis the relatively rare verb 757 used in the third story to depict “drawing water”? (IR is the common verb)

g) Why are these stories necessary at all?
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Note: the case presented here is prefaced by a case of a man striking his slave — and the slave dies at his
hand and he is avenged. Then the case is presented of 2 men fighting (2'¥J) and a third party, seemingly a
bystander is injured, apparently by tragic accident. Yet one of the fighters is considered to be the liable one
and he might be put to death. Why is the other fighter “off the hook” and how could a case of involuntary
manslaughter earn the death penalty?
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In this case, 2 men are fighting (2'¥2) and a woman (the wife of one of them) intervenes to help her husband.
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In all narratives and rulings which utilize 7%, there are two “peers” fighting and a third party who gets
involved in some manner and is either injured or punished. Mosheh is “exposed”, the pregnant woman is
injured, the wife is fined for her involvement, 7t and/or the %y is hurt by the fighting and this “widow”
stands to lose the last vestige of her “husband”.
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