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Understanding Yosef & His Brothers: Sibling Rivalry, Attempted Murder and
Manipulation
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On STRIFE - R. Samson Rafael Hirsch teaches, “Do not think that quarrel is of no
account. You can never foresee what it may lead to in the end. In the excitement of the
dispute, you or your adversary may easily commit some wrong. Only a person who
does not shirk (abstain) from doing wrong (i.e.: he DOES wrong) likes to quarrel.
Hence, whoever wishes to avoid wrongdoing, for himself and for others, let him keep
away from dispute and avoid any occasion for friction. Whoever does not want others
to stumble, let him not make his threshold too high.

“It honors a man to remain calm and not let himself be drawn into a quarrel even if he
has good cause for it. Only a fool does not avoid dispute, and thereby he makes his
foolishness obvious.

“Hatred is not the outcome of a quarrel; it is the cause of it. If two people have
unfriendly feelings towards each other, they take offense at anything and everything
between them. Love, however, is forgiving, and pardons even serious wrongs.”

1 SRH, From the Wisdom of Mishle, Feldheim, p.189
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Vayikra 19:18 - 7112 7¥12 Ra0N w/ Rashi: 522 N1 X2'pY 271 10N .72 1v15 nanN
nna M

Shemos 23:5 - 1ny 2TyA 2ty 19 atyn RYTM IRYN NND Y27 XY 100 RN~ - When
you see the donkey of someone you hate lying under its burden, will you refrain from
helping him? You shall surely help along with him.

Onkelos: PI1aWA PaYn N2 paWNIN VINRN MYI0 MND V27 IXIDT NIR0D 1NN X
NY P12m MDY 12227 NN - If you see the donkey of your enemy lying under its
burden and would refrain from helping him, you must surely abandon what is in your
heart concerning him, and you should unload the animal with him.

Bamidbar 17:5 - N11 910X VIR N2 WK 1 @K 219N N 1wnY SR 129 112t
12 NWN A M 137 WK INTY1 hpa 2NN M 19 nbp 1wpn?

Rabbeinu Bachya: 121y Np12nna prinn 92 5" niin IXIN AanTYN NIpa N KN
IND2

Bereishis 45:26 - *3 122 297 D1¥N YIN™922 YUNn NN M AP T NKY 19T
D2 RNTND

Medrash Bereishis Rabbah 84:8 - nTin* "1 MMM 271 NTiN? 127 - D1 AN 2NN ORI
,APYD 120 DY 1NDNY MIYN D0V ANk MmN a0 0T 100 PR 1T NNy NN
NOW DTN X K MY 12 1TYON 121 DA wp) w1 DDA NN Y e 1Y 11on
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N"a 1Mynny max 0w Sy ,0'0a .0MND NOY1 IR N1 DNN DR,V IDany
D2 D"N DOXYNY T DD 7" 12',a

Medrash Bereishis Rabba 84:18 - w1277 D1an)n 19) 72X .DMYXRYnerY 11ann 1ab
PN VAN DONVARD 11NN 12D 0T N [?795pn) Tavh XD Nonw ,1vad .0y

Sforno - Bereishis 37:18, And they conspired toward him to kill him - YmIX 1923

D1 NX1AYNY 1IN 2’032 1921 IWN NI YIND NIRXAN 2Y N D21 WY 1IN anmnd
DXLNND IN 112DV DY KINAD KON DNIYYW PATTY XD DNON KAWL NI D01 DAY
X OY N Hyann v 00aN NN21TAY XINIRYMI MY ONXN DRIV IN DNNAN DOORW 11D
NID DY ANMNY N 2wa) DY wpin 722151 18N WAl wpldnn NN 1N wa)d 12T

2 Bamidbar 25:18 - 212 127-501 ;11V3-127-2Y D22 192)-9WNK D232 ,02 DN DX "2
1Y9-127-5Y ,N2aNN-01°1 NIND ,DNNK )TN X'W)-N2
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Rabbeinu Bachya 37:3 - (N2 Mny) 11N2w 1My2 ,NN N21yn 1Al .00 NINd 1D nen
.D)2N 2 A DX DTN NI OX D7YO 5"mwnT nm NN INIPN) 1OV ,yawn NN
INKD 121,0°1¥N2 DM TI2Yw1a D112TN Y020 1OV ,MaDn NONN NN N NOnNom
NNNY DY SY wATN2 1NN DDA NP .waIN NNND MAn 12 2 ,M2a5nN 20N Ny 1t
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Medrash Vayikra Rabba 34:8 - N1y DTN XN'WIYW YIX 71T NN TN pnx? 1 X
(15 MWNI1) 1OY 21:NON N"APNY YT 121K NNIDRY NN 201 MK DAY KN Mxn
1IN HENX 120171 12MD NN DTN INDINM 12X ynwm

Avos 4:1 - Ben Zoma would say 7IX 210 ,(TD Own) INNIY 11X NN 2100 2122 100N
MY 725N 1M1 Swm NM2an DaN

Rashi to 37:29 - M PIDY X"T AN NN WRWN 122 1N yany ,0Y N0 XY 1N71'2N32 12181 2w
1IN WX 5292W Y INyNIN 1Pl

A

Bereishis 37:24 - D' 12 N P M2M 1120 DX 12%¥M NHpn

Rashi - 50 NN , DM 12 PRY YT NP7 NAM 1KY ynunn DN PR P Mam
12 Y2 D2IpY) DWN) YIN 2 X DM 20012 X ImD

3 Devarim 4:14 - ,yIN2--DON DINWYY D'0awm DN ,DINX ™Y ,NIND NY2 , M MY NN
NNY1Y NRY DMV DAX WX

4 Devarim 29:11 - DD 1Y N2 ,1PTON M WK ANZRI--1NON M 11123 ,712Y2

5 Bereishis 42:21 - 1W9) N1¥ 12X WK A NIX-DY DTIK DMYK DAN P IIR-OX PN 1IN
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