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Halachah Meets Modernity: Techelet and the Murex Trunculus = SOk i
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Rabbi Chaim Twerski, /dentifying the Chilazon, Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 34 (1997) .2
The best estimate is that the loss of the technology of the techelet dyeing process and/or the identity of the chilazon (the
specific species needed to make techelet) is that it was a consequence of the Arab conquest of 639 CE, or perhaps the
result of the Christian massacres of 628 CE.
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Pliny, Natural History, Chapter 60: The Nature of the Murex and the Purple .1t

Purples live mostly seven years. Like the murex, they keep themselves in concealment for thirty days, about the time of

the rising of the Dog-star; in the spring season they unite in large bodies, and by rubbing against each other, produce

a viscous spittle, from which a kind of wax is formed. The murex does the same; but the purple has that exquisite juice

which is so greatly sought after for the purpose of dyeing cloth, situate in the middle of the throat. This secretion consists

of a tiny drop contained in a white vein, from which the precious liquid used for dyeing is distilled, being of the tint of

a rose somewhat inclining to black. The rest of the body is entirely destitute of this juice. It is a great point to take the

fish alive; for when it dies, it spits out this juice. From the larger ones it is extracted after taking off the shell; but the small
fish are crushed alive, together with the shells, upon which they eject this secretion.

Reviewed by Horav Shlomo Miller, The Search for Techeiles, Halacha Berurah 9:2 .1
Passing halachic rulings based on kisvei yados discovered long after the author lived is itself quite dubious in the eyes
of the poskim, as the authenticity and integrity of each word is questionable. This is even more so in a situation such as
ours where such a mesorah ought to have been mentioned elsewhere.
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Dr. Mendel Singer, Understanding the Criteria for the Chilazon, Journal of Halacha and Contemp. Soc. 42 (2001) .12
Petil followers argue that the murex secretion (mucus) loses its dyeing power a few hours after the snail’s death. This
doesn’t help since the Gemara is speaking not of a few hours, but mere moments after death.
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Rabbi Dr. Menachem Epstein, Has Tekhelet been Found?, Hakirah 3 pg. 175 .u3
The Midrash Tanhuma relates that the tekhelet was 1131, Is it possible to reinstate a mitzvah that was 13312 Radvaz and
Maharil both say that tekhelet is theoretically available and one need only identify and find the hillazon in order to
reinstate tekhelet. Additionally, the Raavad records exactly how Rav Natrunai Gaon would tie his tekhelet. Rav Natrunai
is clearly referring to something actually performed in his day since he says about a particular detail \mwy> a.
Therefore, we know that tekhelet was extant at around 850 CE, or 100 years after the Tanhuma was completed. Exactly
what the word 1131 means is now unclear, since tekhelet was extant after that time.

Rabbi Chaim Twerski, /dentifying the Chilazon, Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 34 (1997) .5
Moreover, although it must be acknowledged that mesorah is a very strong force in halacha, by no means does a
mesorah create a certainty of fact. For example, what could be a greater matter of mesorah that the method of making
t'fillin2 Only soferim are involved and each sofer was trained by an older sofer. Yet, although the order of the parshiot
in a set of t'fillin must be correct for the tfillin to be valid, there is a lack of absolute certainty as to what is the correct
order, with no fewer than four differing opinions. If the halacha would demand absolute certainty in the essential
elements of a mitzvah, then we would not wear t'fillin today because there is an area of disagreement as to the correct
order of the parshiot. But we do wear t'fillin. Evidently, the framework of halacha allows for the possibility of error, and
instructs us to follow the most reasonable likelihood, be it based on rov, chazaka, umdana, or any method of
determination of fact accepted within the halachic framework.
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