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Summary thus far
e Midian — Agent of division, immorality and idolatry
e Gidon - A complex figure in the story, and more so in the words of our sages.
e Gidon is selected for reasons which are unclear, but there are parallels to Avraham and Moshe, suggesting that
old salvations can recur.
e Gd sends miracles for multiple purposes
o To show Gidon that He is going to carry out His promises
o To win over the Jews to faith
o To encourage Gidon to act miraculously
e Gd's signs, Gidon’s missions
o Burning his food offering leads to Gidon destroying the altar and 7-year sacrifice
o Wetting/drying the wool leads to Gidon culling his army
o The Midianite dream leads to Gidon leading the nation into war
The Jews are ready to believe; they follow Gidon when he rejects idolatry. But we retain flaws, like ingratitude.

8:4-21 The Second Decline: Division
1. Succot and Penuel Bereishit 33:17, Bereishit 32:31-32

2. Rashi to Shoftim 8:4
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They crossed the Yarden following Zevach and Tzalmuna, who had crossed the Yarden first and were ravaging the land
of Reuven, Gad and Menasheh on the other side of the Yarden...

3. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:6
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One reason was that they were tired, and G-d commanded, “Split your bread for the needy,” “and satisfy the oppressed

spirit.” The second reason was that they were still pursuing their enemies to save all of Israel, and so it would be

appropriate to give food to those who were fighting on their behalf, to save them...

4. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:7
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Why didn’t Gidon punish them immediately, instead conditioning their punishment on capturing the kings2 It seems to
me that this was lest they delay the military victory...

5. Metzudat David to Shoftim 8:9
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Because they trusted that they would be safe in their strong fortress, he said he would destroy it.

6. Ralbag to Shoftim 8:8
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He was moved powerfully to action by this, because of their wickedness such that they would not aid in this battle even

in this small way. And because all of Penuel agreed to this course of action, he said he would destroy the fortress and

kill the residents. But he abbreviated his words and did not reveal that he would kill them.

7. Malbim to Shoftim 8:9
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Because they lacked the justification of fearing the enemy, since they placed their trust in their strong fortress. Therefore
he would smash the fortress, measure for measure.



8. Ralbag to Shoftim 8:12
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They thought Gidon’s forces were greater than theirs, for it was night. Perhaps they also called “The sword for Gd and
Gidon” to frighten them.

9. Malbim to Shoftim 8:13
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He attacked the camp at night, as he had frightened them at night on the first occasion. When the Sun rose over the

land he retreated, meaning he retreated because the sun had risen, for his forces were few and he could only fight at

night.

10. Radak to Shoftim 8:16
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Or it may be explained as it sounds: he told them of their sins, with the thorns.

11.  Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:14
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He did this to the city elders because they had given him that wicked reply. Gidon asked the general population of

Succot for bread, and the response came not from the nation but from the leaders of Succot, and so he punished the

leaders [alone] ... And | believe this is “ Vayoda with the thorns the people of Succot”, like “And G-d knew (Shemot

2:25),” an expression of mercy.

12. Malbim to Shoftim 8:14
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He saw that the leaders of Succot did not deserve punishment, for they argued correctly that they were not obligated to

pay tribute, and they were also afraid to help. But the people of Succot, from whom he had sought tzedakah for his

tired men, deserved punishment... “Vayoda with them” means via [the elders]; he instructed the elders to punish the

people of Succot.

13.Radak to Shoftim 8:17
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...And now he killed the people of the city, perhaps because they battled him when he came to destroy the fortress.

14. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:20
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The youth would begin to display strength by killing two kings; this would be a great honour and a good omen...

15.Radak to Shoftim 8:21
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We will not die via a youth, such that we should be pained when he strikes us for he lacks the strength to strike us once,
quickly...

16. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:21
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They meant that it would not be appropriate for youths to learn the sword via the bodies of kings, and it would be

inappropriate for a young man to kill them, or a lesser person. It should be the general, leader of the nation.



