Shoftim 24: Gidon’s Third Mission, and First Decline
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7:15-25 Gidon'’s Third Mission
1. Malbim to Shoftim 7:17
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“From me you will see, and so shall you do,” meaning not to act until he acts... “And as | will do, so you shall do,”
meaning that they should do as he does, as he then explained...
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2. Radak to Shoftim 7:18
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“Our sword is for Gd” because He fights for us, and then, “Our sword is for Gidon” because through him we will defeat
this camp.

3. Tosafot to Sanhedrin 63a ¥
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[Joining Gd with other entities] is not the same as “The sword for Gd and for Gidon”, or “We have spoken against Gd
and against you,” for the prohibition is only regarding deification.

4. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:18

0127777 07972 MDY 1T M D2 INW? KD WA QW RS WRIW 2T ,yAww 21700 a2
Because of the dream he heard. When they would hear the name of Gidon, they would lose their spirit and tremble like
birds, remembering the dream.

5. Malbim to Shoftim 7:23
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Therefore he had told those he had sent away at first to stay on Mount Gilead overnight, so that they would be ready
to pursue...

6. Tehillim 83:10-12
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Do to them as [You did] to Midian, like Sisera, like Yavin at Nachal Kishon. They were destroyed in Ein Dor, they were
like dung on the ground. Make them, their princes, like Orev and Ze'ev, and like Zevach and Tzalmuna all of their
anointed ones.

8:1-3 Decline 1: Ephraim
7. Daat Mikra to Shoftim 8:1
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They were self-righteous, and their eyes were narrowed against the success of others (see 12:1), for in their view
leadership of Israel was appropriate only for them.

8. Vayikra 19:10
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And you shall not take the ofilotfrom your vine, and the peret of your vine you shall not collect. You shall leave them for
the pauper and the stranger; | am Hashem your Gd.

9. Ralbag to Shoftim 8:2
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He compared the weak ones to olilot, the deficient grapes, and the mighty ones to complete grapes one would harvest,
while leaving the ofilot for the needy. To satisfy them, he said that the weakest of Ephraim are better than the mighty of
his family.

10. Radak to Shoftim 8:2
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What Gidon did to Midian was like the harvest, for he began the war and killed within the great camp. What remained

after the harvest were the ofilot, small items compared to the harvest; so Ephraim conquered the nobility of Midian, who

were like ofilotcompared to the entire camp, but they were mighty nobles.

11.Ralbag to Shoftim 10, Lesson 13
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The thirteenth [lesson] is to inform that one should flee strife and quarrels when one is able, and certainly when renewing
the quarrel could prevent reaching the goal.
Thus it said that Gidon responded to Ephraim’s complaints with appeasement, even though they quarreled with him for
something for which he bore no blame - but they should have praised him for the fact that he had brought them victory!
In pursuit of peace, he lowered himself greatly and honoured them...
But in this case there was a second reason to cause Gidon to appease Ephraim quickly, for this quarrel could have
prevented him from completing the defeat of Midian. Therefore Gidon worked to appease Ephraim quickly.

Summary thus far
e Midian - Agent of division, immorality and idolatry

e Gidon - A complex figure in the story, and more so in the words of our sages.

e Gidon is selected for reasons which are unclear, but there are parallels to Avraham and Moshe, suggesting that
old salvations can recur.

e Gd sends miracles for multiple purposes
o To show Gidon that He is going to carry out His promises
o To win over the Jews to faith
o To encourage Gidon to act miraculously

e Gd's signs, Gidon’s missions
o Burning his food offering leads to Gidon destroying the altar and 7-year sacrifice

o  Wetting/drying the wool leads to Gidon culling his army
o The Midianite dream leads to Gidon leading the nation into war

e The Jews are ready to believe; they follow Gidon when he rejects idolatry. But we retain flaws, like ingratitude.



