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Framing the Conversation
1. Bereishit 12:11-13, Bereishit 34:1-2, Bereishit 46:34

2. Talmud, Gittin 61a
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We support needy nonJews along with needy Jews, and we visit ill nonJews along with ill Jews, and we bury
deceased non-Jews along with deceased Jews, in pursuit of peaceful paths.

3. Talmud, Eruvin 62a
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Everyone agrees that a non-Jew's dwelling is not termed a 'dwelling' [regarding the law of eruv chatzeirof; here they
are debating the application of a separate decree lest one learn from the deeds of his non-Jewish neighbour.

Case 1: The Holiday Party

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 17:15
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The essential decree was due to marriage, lest the idolater invite him to a meal. One would not invite his friend to eat

something which is not fit to eat with bread at a king’s table.

5. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 152:1
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If an idolater makes a feast for his child’s wedding, a Jew may not eat there — even if he eats his own food, with his
own servant serving.

6. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 31b
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Why did they prohibit the intoxicating beverages of idolaters?2 Rami bar Chama cited Rabbi Yitzchak: Due to
marriage.

7. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 114:1
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All intoxicating beverages of Kutim — whether of dates, figs, barley, grain or honey — are prohibited due to marriage.
This prohibition is limited fo consumption at the point of sale, but one may bring it home and drink it; the decree is lest
he dine with the non-Jew. This prohibition is only should he fix a time to drink there, as people do, but he may enter
the idolater's home and drink there temporarily, on occasion.

8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 63a
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One who joins the Name of Heaven with anything else is uprooted from the world, as per, 'One who sacrifices to a
god will be destroyed, other than to Gd alone.'

9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodat Kochavim 11:1
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We do not walk in the ways of idolaters, we do not make ourselves appear like them in dress or hair or similar areas,
as it is written, 'You shall not walk in the ways of the nations'...

10.  Talmud, Sanhedrin 63b
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'"You shall not mention the names of the gods of others; they shall not be heard on your mouth.' This means one may
not vow in its name or uphold in its name or cause others to vow in its name or uphold in its name.

11.  Tosafot Bechorot 2b Rnw
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Even though they mention the name of Heaven and they mean 'something else', this is not intent for idolatry. They

refer to the Creator of Heaven and Earth. They do join the Name of Heaven with something else, but this is not a

violation of 'You shall not put a stumbling block before the blind,' for Noachides are not instructed regarding this, and

we have no prohibition against causing others to join something with Gd.

12.  Rabbeinu Nisim to Nedarim, 7a f'"99:7 9572
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It is also possible that Noachides are not instructed against vowing and upholding in the name of idolatry; 'Shall not

be heard on your mouth' is not for this at all, but is an instruction for Jews themselves.

13.  Ritva to Avodah Zarah 6b
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A min sent a Caesarean dinar to Rabbi Yehudah Nesiah on his holiday, and Reish Lakish was sitting before him. He
said, “What should | do? If | take it, he will go thank his god. If | don’t take it, there will be enmity!” Meaning: Where
there is enmity, our mishnah does not prohibit any action, even on their holiday. The prohibition is rabbinic, due to
concern [for leading to increased religious fervor], and so the sages did not apply it across the board...

Case 2: Responding to holiday greetings
14.  Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 147:2
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There is no concern regarding mentioning names of their holidays which are like the names of people, so long as one
does not do it as the idolaters do, respectfully.

15.  Rabbi Eliyahu Cramer, Beiur haGra to Yoreh Deah 147:3
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The Hagahot Maimoniyot wrote, "The Re'em wrote that only names given to convey divinity are prohibited, but normal

names are permitted... And so we have learned, 'Calanda, Saturnura and Cartisim [are permitted]' — these are

normal names." In various talmudic sources, that man and his students are mentioned.

Case 3: Holiday presents and tips
16. Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 148:5, 8, 12
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5: One may not send a gift to an idolater on their holiday, unless he knows the recipient does not thank or worship
the idol.
8: The holiday itself is prohibited only for the worshippers; one may engage in commerce with idolaters who rejoice
and eat and drink and observe the day out of custom or honour for the king, but who do not personally worship.
12: Rama — And if one sends a gift to an idolater in our times on a day when idolaters take the arrival of a gift as a
sign for their holiday, he should send it beforehand, if possible. Otherwise, he may send on the holiday itself.




