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Light From the Ancient World on the Yaakov-] avan Rclationsl‘nip
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Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee to Laban my brother to Haran;
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Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father; and take a wife from there of the
daughters of Laban your mother’s brother.
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And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother that
Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. And Jacob kissed Rachel,
and lifted up his voice, and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son; and she ran and
told her father. And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him,
and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. And Laban said to him, Surely you are my bone and
my flesh. And he abode with him a month. And Laban said to Jacob, Because you are my brother, should you therefore serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?...And Jacob said to Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in to her.
And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter,
and brought her to him; and he went in to her. And Laban gave to his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an maidservant. And it came to
pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah; and he said to Laban, What is this that you have done to me? did not I serve with you for
Rachel? why then have you deceived me? And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.
Complete her week, and we will give you this also for the service which you shall serve with me yet seven other years.
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And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my own place, and to my
country. Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served you, and let me go; for you know my service which I have done
for you. And Laban said to him, I beg you, if I have found favor in your eyes, remain; for I have learned by experience that the Lord has
blessed me for your sake. And he said, Appoint me your wages, and I will give it. And he said to him, You know how I have served you,
and how your cattle was with me. For it was little which you had before I came, and it has now increased to a multitude; and the Lord
has blessed you since my coming; and now when shall I provide for my own house also? And he said, What shall I give you? And Jacob
said, You shall not give me anything; if you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your flock. I will pass through all your
flock today, removing from there all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and
speckled among the goats; and of such shall be my hire. So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when you come to
look into my wages with you; every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be
counted stolen with me. And Laban said, Behold, would it might be according to your word. And the man increased exceedingly, and
had much cattle, and maidservants, and menservants, and camels, and asses.
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And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, Jacob has taken away all that was our father’s; and from that
which was our father’s has he gotten all this honor. And Jacob saw the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was
not toward him as before. And the Lord said to Jacob, Return to the land of your fathers, and to your family; and I
will be with you. And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field to his flock, And said to them, I see your
father’s countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father has been with me. And you know
that with all my power I have served your father. And your father has deceived me, and changed my wages ten
times; but God did not allow him to hurt me. If he said thus, The speckled shall be your wages; then all the cattle
bore speckled; and if he said thus, The striped shall be your hire; then all the cattle bore striped. Thus God has taken
away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that
I'lifted up my eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were striped, spotted
and speckled. And the angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, Jacob; And I said, Here am I. And he said, Lift
up now your eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are striped, spotted and speckled; for I have
seen all that Laban does to you. I am the God of Beth-El, where you anointed the pillar, and where you vowed a
vow to me; now arise, get out from this land, and return to the land of your family. And Rachel and Leah answered
and said to him, Is there yet any share or inheritance for us in our father’s house? Are we not counted by him as
strangers? for he has sold us, and has quite devoured also our money. For all the riches which God has taken from
our father, that is ours, and our children’s; now then, whatever God has said to you, do.
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