Shoftim 23: Gidon’s Second Mission and Third Encounter
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7:1-8 Gidon's Second Mission

1. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:2

n ('m ' 0227) W'D .anRa? 0IRY °NYA 2297 937 DOWIRT MWW T NIRRT NYONT NI av 12Ww oyt vy nnk ar nk
QT NINYA QR ana° 1Y 7w 12 02 2T LRI WORA

He said this to offer a reason for them to leave, although the true purpose was for those who were afraid, and unfit for

battle, to leave. As Devarim 20:8 says, “Who is afraid.” And the idolaters would also leave, as they would be afraid

due fo their sins.
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2. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 190
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“When you go to war against your enemy” — the text speaks of a discretionary war.

3. Rashi to Shoftim 7:5
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They will not go with you, for they are trained thus, to kneel in idol worship.

4. Ralbag to Shoftim 7:5
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Those who would lap by putting their hands to their mouths would demonstrate energy and strength, but those who
would kneel to drink would be lazy.

5. Daat Mikra to Shoftim 7:7
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And some say he was commanded to take these who did not kneel as a sign that the end of humbling and defeat had
arrived, and they would be victorious.

7:9-14 Gidon's Third Encounter

6. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 1:23
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“I recall my songs, at night” — This is the night of Pharaoh.... And the night of Gidon... And the night of Sancherev....

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:9

XX OXI2M N2 MNVAY MR L,DTPION 022 WY 77 RIT IR0 WIRY 22X IMINDY D90 I A 007 1 3T
7Y ORAP 7D

It mentioned this because the dream and its explanation came to the warriors, demonstrating that all of the Midianites

were afraid before them, since even the mightiest and greatest soldiers were beset by fear and trembling.

8. Ramban to Bamidbar 5:15
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The reason for barley [Myw-se ‘orah] is that the storm [[17v0-se ‘arah)] of the fury of Gd, fury would emerge, a developing

storm upon the head of the wicked one would fall. Like the #z/i/ se ‘orim of Gidon, which the explained to refer to a storm

and great turmoil.

9. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 28:6
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Rabbi Avahu, Rabbi Simon and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: [The merit of the mitzvah of the omer] was what stood
for them in the days of Gidon. It says, “And Gidon came, and a man was telling his neighbour of a dream, and he
said: | have dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake [#z/i] of barley bread.” What is a cake of barley bread”2 The sages
said: For that nation had been sunken [#zalal], without righteous people. In what merit were they saved? In the merit of
barley bread — which is the mitzvah of the omer.

10. Metzudat David to Shoftim 7:14
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Like something light — like a #z/i/- overturning a mightier tent, so Gidon the weak will defeat a great and mighty nation.

11. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:14
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For Gidon was small in the estimation of the Midianites, and his heart was hot within him, like the cake. And he was

constantly turning with plots all day. And it said this, because Gidon's strength was well-known to them.



