Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 12:11 — Micropigmentation _9 YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
R” Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com (‘I‘ ol

Rabbi J. David Bleich, Medlical and Cosmetic Tattooing, Tradition 42:4 (2010)
http://traditionarchive.org/news/_pdfs/0058-0095.pdf

BEIT MIDRASH

1. Rambam (12" century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 12:11
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The deed: Order

2. Mishnah Makkot 3:6
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3. Rashi/Rivan to Makkot 21a
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4. Rabbi Yoel Sirkis (17 century Poland), Bach to Yoreh Deah 180
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5. Rabbi Yosef ibn Haviva (14t-15th century Spain), Nimukei Yosef to Makkot 4b
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6. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13t-14th century France), Meiri to Makkot 13a
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The intent: Visible marks

7. Rabbi Shraga Feivish Shneebalg (215! century England), Shu”t Shraga haMeir 8:44:9
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8. Tosefta, Makkot 4:15
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The meaning: A message

9. Rabbi Yaakov Ettlinger (19 century Germany), Aruch I'Ner to Makkot 21a
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10.  Rabbi Yonah Landsofer (17t-18th century Prague), Shu”t Meil Tzedakah 31
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11.Rabbi Yosef Shaul Nathanson (19t century Poland), Shu”t Shoel UMeishiv Il 1:49
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12.Talmud, Makkot 21a
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13.Rabbeinu Yerucham (13th-14th century France/Spain), Toldot Adam v'Chavah 17:5
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The Deed: Participation

14.Talmud, Makkot 20b
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15.Rabbi David ibn Abi Zimra (15™-16 century Spain/Israel/Egypt), Shu”t Radvaz 1:243
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Separate note
16.Rabbi J. David Bleich, Medlical and Cosmetic Tattooing, Tradition 42:4 (2010), pg. 84

The logic underlying Hatam Sofer’s position is readily grasped. Rabbinic injunctions are quite specific. The Sages
interdicted only specifically delineated categories of behavior. Those categories, according to Hatam Sofer, are not
overlapping. The Sages prohibited indelible laceration and they also forbade utilitarian tattoos. But they did not enact
an additional and more comprehensive edict prohibiting tattoos that are at once utilitarian and unpigmented.



