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Bereishit 25:19-26 Rivkah's pregnancy, and the birth of Yaakov and Esav
1. Rashi to Bereishit 25:22
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Why did | yearn and pray for pregnancy?

2. Ramban to Bereishit 25:19
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Why should | be in this world2 | wish | did not exist - to die, or to never have lived!

3. Dr. Yael Tzohar, http://www.biu.ac.il/JH/Parasha/toldot/zoh.html

4. Ramban to Bereishit 27:4
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It appears that Rivkah never told him of HaShem’s prophecy to her, “And the greater will serve the younger,” for how
could Yitzchak violate the word of Gd2 That could never succeed!

Bereishit 25:27-34 The sale of the birthright

Bereishit 26:1-33 Descent to Grar

5. Rabbi Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg, HaKtav v'haKabbalah to Bereishit 26:18
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Avraham did this to turn the hearts of those who denied Gd, so that they would accept the yoke of Divine monarchy.

The text informs us that when Avraham yet lived, and he was “the prince of Gd” in their midst, the people revered him

and left his wells, with their names. But after he died they returned to their idols, and in order to eliminate the names of

these wells from their mouths - for the names taught the opposite of their confused ideology - they sealed the wells...

6. Rabbi lord Jonathan Sacks, http://www.rabbisacks.org/shattering-the-idols-the-struggle-for-holiness-in-a-secular-
age-published-in-jewish-action/

Only by creating strong marriages can we argue the case for marriage. Only by sustaining strong communities can we

speak with authority about community. Only by intense dedication to Torah study can we talk compellingly about

education and the spiritual significance of the life of the mind. Only by being different can we offer an alternative to the

prevailing cultural paradigms. Only by being true to what we are uniquely called on to be, can we give humanity what

only we can give.

Bereishit 26:34 Esav’s initial marriages

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 65:4
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Why for Yitzchak first?
e Rather, because Rivkah was a daughter of priests, she was not upset by the filth of idolatry. [Yitzchak] was a
son of holy ones, and so he was upset by the filth of idolatry. Therefore “to Yitzchak” first.
e Or: Why for Yitzchak first2 Because it stemmed from her, as Bereishit 25:23 says, “And G-d said to her: There
are two nations in your belly.” Therefore “to Yitzchak” first...


http://www.rabbisacks.org/shattering-the-idols-the-struggle-for-holiness-in-a-secular-age-published-in-jewish-action/
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8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 65:5
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“Those who find the wicked innocent for the sake of reward,” one who takes a bribe, justifying the wicked for wealth,
“the righteousness of the righteous will leave him.”

9. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 65:6
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Rivkah did not do this because she loved Yaakov more than Esav. Rather, she said,
“May he not come up and fool the old man.”

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 70:13
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If for trickery, “he was her father’s brother”. If for righteousness, “he was the son of Rivkah.”

Bereishit 27:1-41 The Berachah
11.Rashbam to Bereishit 27:13
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For she trusted what Gd told her, “The greater will serve the younger.”

12. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch to Bereishit 27:1
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Introducing these events we read of the double blow that Esav dealt to Avraham’s great mission, by marrying two Hittite
women. This should have opened Yitzchak's eyes, showing him that his firstborn son is entirely disqualified for his role.
But we see that Yitzchak called his firstborn son in order to bless him, to appoint him as the future leader and guide of
the house of Avraham. How great was the power of this man who “trapped with his mouth”! How did he succeed in
masking his face, such that he could fool his father and steal his heart, despite a lifestyle which stood in direct
contradiction to Avraham'’s path?2!
The word “now” — “I have now aged” — teaches us that Yitzchak had long intended to give the blessing to his son, but
there had been challengers. It appears that Rivkah had sought to delay, claiming that there was still time, he was not
yet old, etc. She hoped that she would find the means to disabuse Yitzchak in the interim, but she did not succeed. What
did she want now? What could she want? Only this — to demonstrate to him how people could steal his heart!

Bereishit 27:42-28:7 Yaakov flees

Bereishit 28:8-9 Esav’s second marriages




