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BEIT MIDRASH

Where was Avraham?

1. Rabbi Ephraim Karo, Toldot Yitzchak to Bereishit 23:2
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[Sarah wanted to be in Chevron, not in Beer Sheva,] because the Land of Israel atones for sin... and therefore, when

she realized that she was losing strength and becoming weaker... She commanded that they bring her to Chevron, to

die there. And this is why the text says, "in the land of Canaan" [to stress that this is why Sarah went to Chevron]. And

so "Avraham came" from Beer Sheva, which is the land of the Plishtim, not the land of Canaan.

2. Rashi to Bereishit 26:12
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“In that land” — Even though it is not as great as Israel itself, the land of the seven nations.

3. Talmud, Bava Batra 100a
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When one walks its length and breadth, he acquires the place where he walks, per Rabbi Eliezer. The Sages taught:
Walking is ineffective, until he takes control. Rabbi Eliezer learns this from Avraham...

How much time does this marriage really need?
4. 37w ny® Bereishit 8:11; Bereishit 24:11; Yeshayah 17:14; Zecharyah 14:7

Avraham ages
5. Midrash Tanchuma Chayei Sarah 3
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When Sarah died, aging leapt upon Avraham, and he was called “old”.

Eliezer's Mission

6. Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, Kedushat Levi to Bereishit 24:13
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“And behold, Rivkah was emerging, who was born to Betuel.” Because of the influence of Avraham Avinu she was born

to Betuel; he caused it, not Betuel. This it is vocalized as yuldah with a kubutz, indicating that Rivkah's birth came from

elsewhere, not Betuel’s influence.

Torah Before Sinai?

7. Talmud, Yoma 28b
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Rav said: Avraham fulfilled the entire Torah, as Bereishit 26:5 says, "Because Abraham listened to My voice, and he
guarded My preserve, My commands, My statutes and My teachings."

8. Rabbi Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, Meshech Chochmah
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Lavan knew that Avraham’s household was careful not to eat prohibited items, and he did not know what to serve them.

Therefore, Eliezer's men were involved in preparing the food. Thus it says, “It was placed before them, to eat”...



Minchah?

9. Talmud, Berachot 26b
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Yitzchak enacted the Minchah prayer, as it says, “And Yitzchak went out /asvach in the field before evening,” and

sichah is only prayer, as in “A prayer for the pauper when he suffers, and before Gd he pours out his siach. (Tehillim
102:1)"

The Expulsion of Midian
10. Toronto Torah for Chayei Sarah 5777 http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/867044/




