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1:1-4 The Decree of Cyrus
1. Compare with Chronicles Il 36:22 and Ezra 6:3-5

2. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 1:45
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The first prophetic level is for Divine aid to accompany a person, moving and energizing him to a great positive deed,
like saving an important group from evildoers, or saving a great, important person, or benefiting a large number of
people. He will find something moving him to action; this is called "the spirit of Gd." Regarding one who is accompanied
by this, the text will say, "the spirit of Gd was powerful upon him," or "the spirit of Gd clothed him," or "the spirit of Gd
rested upon him," or "Gd was with him," and similar expressions. This was the level of all of the Jewish judges, regarding
whom the Torah said in general that Gd established judges for them, and Gd was with the judge and He rescued them.
This is also the level of all of the distinguished counselors of Israel... None of these [examples of those who experienced
rvach hakodesh] was moved to state anything. The purpose of this force is to awaken the strengthened person to a
specific action. And it is not for any action that might be at hand, but to help the oppressed, a great person or a
community, or to prevent an event that would lead to that [oppression].

3. Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch to Exodus 25:39
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Regarding the king of Assyria, Kings Il 19:7 says, “I will place a spirit in him... and he will return to his land.” Regarding

Cyrus, “G-d awakened the spirit of Cyrus” to allow Israel to ascend to Jerusalem... In all of these verses, the spirit is not

the intellectual foundation, but the force moving the will to a deed that is ethically good or bad.

4. lbn Ezra to Ezra 1:2

".'79% 301 PIRT M%7 93" IR RIT 191 ,07X 2127 7IN1 720 00 "PIRT POR" Nk XN
He did not say, “Gd of the earth,” for He had already given it to humanity, as he said, “Gd has given me all of the
dominions of the earth.”

5. Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer halkkarim 4:42
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And some of the commentators similarly explained that all of Yeshayah’s prophecies were fulfilled in the Second Temple,
for He commanded Cyrus to build the Beit haMikdash... And they say that in the Second Temple the prophecy of “And
all of your brothers from among the nations will bring a gift to Gd” (Yeshayah 66:20) was fulfilled, for King Cyrus of
Persia commanded, “And anyone who remains, in any place in which he lives, his neighbours shall bear him with silver
and gold, etc.”...

6. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 13:5
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“And the shafan” is Medeq, for it elevates its cud, meaning it praises Gd, as in Ezra 1:2, “And the arnevef' is Greece,
for it elevates its cud, meaning it praises Gd...



7. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:2
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Rabbi Eliezer said: The Shechinah never moved from the Sanctuary, as Divrei haYamim Il 7 says, “And My eyes and
My heart will be there, etc.”.. Come and see what Cyrus said, “To the Gd who is in Jerusalem (Ezra 1)”. He told them:
Even though it is in ruins, Gd has not moved from there. Rabbi Acha said: The Shechinah never moved from the western
wall, as Shir haShirim 2 says, “He stands behind our wall”...

1:5-6 Jews and Non-Jews Respond

8. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 29
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When enumerated, they are only 30,360; where are the other 12,0002 Rather, they ascended from the other tribes.

1:7-11 Cyrus Acts

9. Ibn Ezra to Daniel 6:29
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And Sheshbatzar is Zerubavel, not Daniel; there are two proofs to this. It calls Zerubavel “the pecha of Yehudah,” and

this was Sheshbatzar’s name in Ezra 5:14. Another, greater and stronger proof, is that Zecharyah said, “The hands of

Zerubavel founded this building,” and so is recorded in the book of Ezra (5:16), where it says, “Then this Sheshbatzar

came and laid the foundations of the house of Gd in Jerusalem.”

10. Problem? Ezra 5:14-17

11. Shenatzar? Chronicles | 3:18



