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Shoftim 19: Gidon and the Prophet/Malach
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6:7-10 A message of rebuke
1. Malbim to Shoftim 6:7
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They did not cry out for their sins, but only complained of their suffering. They did not recognize that the punishment
came due fo sin, and so He sent a prophet to rebuke them.

2. Ralbag to Shoftim 6:8
T N2 MKW AT 277027 NIRIAID 1DWNT A1 ,1°° DI IR MO0 KD PR L,0MP RO2IT T 7AW MR CIRWD ORWH W
TIVTA NMIAY IR 2PN 7T R¥nn 2" 121097 2137 02 WD 12 02 70 R’ ,0°P17 2°NYY P R2IND O X7 XMW 79011
T Nanon B By
.0M192 1PIva 7°0 72,0 QPR SR 7 M0 IRWIWD 27V QYOI AR QYD YR W 1D 02 WO
9902 R2ANW WA ,2°°P TOTY RITY L0727 MMNT 112 712 2121 112 7120 112 WA AR 1R 9D 79173 1137792 WHw RY 7207 DRI
KXY R "0y T D’JQ? DOV 7T T 1790 1AR 12 TTYOR 72 0MI" MRW M T N2 0P 7O KT 0D AN (2:0 X) 07 12T
:OMTIN 1902 OW INIAAY 113 "R 12 YR 12 0MI0" MW KPP NN IR YT
The questioner might ask: Since this prophet was alive, how is it that he did not rebuke Israel all his life, and why did
they need Devorah’s prophecy? It would appear, to resolve this doubt, that he prophesied only at distant intervals, and
he lacked the strength to lead the nation. And therefore you will also find here that he needed to appoint Gidon over
the war with Midian.
And it is possible that just as Eliyahu was sometimes seen and sometimes hidden, when the spirit of Gd bore him to
faraway places, so it was with Pinchas.
And for this reason, he did not serve as kohen gadol his entire life, but his sons, grandsons and great-grandsons did so
for many generations, even as he still lived, as seen in Divrei haYamim | 9:20 that he was alive in the days of David.
It says, “And Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon haKohen led them in the past, and HaShem was with him.” And there is
none other among Aharon’s descendants whose name is “Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon,” as is clear in that book of
their generations.

3. Abarbanel to Shoftim 6:8
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Within the simple explanation, it appears that this prophet was someone who prophesied due to the need of the moment,
and therefore his name was not mentioned.

6:11-24 Gidon'’s First Encounter
4. Questions
e Why does Gd select Gidon?
e Are there parallels with the appointment of other leaders?
e What is the source of our heroes’ strength?
e May we ask Gd for signs?

5. Radak to Shoftim 6:11
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It doesn’t mean “sitting”, as malachim do not appear while seated, but only while standing, like “And the malach of Gd

stood (Zecharyah 3:5)” “And a man stood opposite him (Yehoshua 5:13).” Rather, it means he waited there, beneath

the eilah, for Gidon to turn to him.



6. Ralbag to Shoftim 6:11
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This is the prophet mentioned above, for a prophet can be called a “malach of Gd”, as in “And Chaggai, malach of
Gd, said (Chaggai 1:13)". Therefore he appeared to Gidon when he was awake, and fully functioning...

7. Radak to Shoftim 6:11
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And in a midrash: He waited there until he found a merit for [Gidon], and then he appeared to him. They said: His

father Yoash was pounding the grain, and Gidon said to him, “Father, you are old, go into your home and | will pound,

for if the Midianites would come you would lack the strength to flee.” The malach said, “You have fulfilled the mitzvah

of honour, and you deserve to be the agent of My children’s redemption.”

8. Rashi to Shoftim 6:12
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“Gd is with you, mighty warrior” — He has given you such strength.

9. Radak to Shoftim 6:12
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He called [Gidon] this to inform him and encourage him that he would become strong and defeat Midian. And so he
said, “Go with this strength of yours.”

10. Mishnah Berachot 9:1 (54a)

TN .17 79727 19 IR, 000V 1T DIRIPY MR AN 1221 K2 T2 73N MKW ,0WA 1030 D9 DR SR DTR KW PR
LD s oy

And they enacted that one should ask after his friend with the Name, as in, “And Boaz arrived from Bethlehem, and he

said to the reapers, ‘Gd is with you,” and they said to him, ‘May Gd bless you.”” And it says, “Gd is with you, mighty

warrior.”

11. Rashi to Berachot 54a
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And we don't say that he is degrading the honour of Gd to honour people, producing Gd’s Name for this person.

12. Rashi to Shoftim 6:13
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It was Pesach. He said, “Last night my father recited Hallel to me, and | heard him say, ‘When Israel left Egypt,” and

now You have abandoned us! If our ancestors were righteous, let Him act for us in their merit. And if they were wicked,

them just as He performed His wonders for them for nothing, so let Him do for us. Where are His wonders2”

13. Rashi to Shoftim 6:14
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With the strength of this merit of yours, that you defended My children.



