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BEIT MIDRASH

Completing our introduction
1. Texts we need to read first (parenthesized numbers are for pages in the Artscroll Stone Tanach)
e The sins which lead to Exile
o Melachim Il 20:12-18 (934) — Chizkiyah
o Melachim I 21:12-16 (936) — Menasheh
o Melachim Il 23:19-27 (942) - Yoshiyahu
o And see Divrei haYamim Il 32-35

e Yirmiyah's predictions of a 70-year exile for the Jews and the vessels
o Yirmiyah 25:8-14 (1128)
o Yirmiyah 27:1-22 (1134)

e The exile begins
o Melachim Il 24:8-17 (946) — Nevuchadnezzar’s raid of the leaders and the vessels
o Yirmiyah 29:1-15 (1138) - Get used to it
o Melachim Il 25:8-22 (948) — The end
o And see Divrei haYamim Il 36:9-21

e life in exile for the Jews and the vessels
o Daniel 1:1-4 (1774) - The exile of vessels and youths
o Daniel 5:1-4 (1788) - Belshazzar's disgrace of the vessels
o Esther 1:7 (1752) — Mismatched vessels?!

e The return of the Jews and the vessels
o Yeshayah 44:24-45:7 (1032) - Cyrus is coming!
o Divrei haYamim Il 36:22-23 (2020) - The return

2. Ramban to Shemot 1:1
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It returns to the beginning, which was Bereishit 46:7, “And he brought all of his seed with him, to Egypt,” which is
followed by, “And these are the names of the Children of Israel who came to Egypt, etc.” That same verse is repeated
here, for although these are two books, the story is connected by the sequence of events... Similarly, in the book of
Divrei haYamim and the book of Ezra...
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1:1-4 The Decree of Cyrus
3. Compare with Divrei haYamim Il 36:22 and Ezra 6:3-5

4, lbn Ezra to Ezra 1:2
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He did not say, “Gd of the earth,” for He had already given it to humanity, as he said, “Gd has given me all of the
dominions of the earth.”

5. Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer halkkarim 4:42
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And some of the commentators similarly explained that all of Yeshayah's prophecies were fulfilled in the Second Temple,
for He commanded Cyrus to build the Beit haMikdash... And they say that in the Second Temple the prophecy of “And
all of your brothers from among the nations will bring a gift to Gd” (Yeshayah 66:20) was fulfilled, for King Cyrus of
Persia commanded, “And anyone who remains, in any place in which he lives, his neighbours shall bear him with silver
and gold, etc.”...

6. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 13:5
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“And the shafan”" is Medeq, for it elevates its cud, meaning it praises Gd, as in Ezra 1:2, “And the arnevef' is Greece,

for it elevates its cud, meaning it praises Gd...

7. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 2:2
oxR" (X RITY) W w2 A0 AR K2 LU aw 271 o1y vy (T2 0°n°7 °727) R L2257 I AW T RD IR K
TRRIW 227w DNIDA TIT 300w PR 09w RAR "R .OWA 1T IR 2°PPRT 270 RIAW 0D DY AR 17 R ",0Hw0a wR 0OpoRa
.."1503 R 7AW T A" (2 2Mwn )
Rabbi Eliezer said: The Shechinah never moved from the Sanctuary, as Divrei haYamim Il 7 says, “And My eyes and
My heart will be there, etc.”.. Come and see what Cyrus said, “To the Gd who is in Jerusalem (Ezra 1)”. He told them:
Even though it is in ruins, Gd has not moved from there. Rabbi Acha said: The Shechinah never moved from the western
wall, as Shir haShirim 2 says, “He stands behind our wall”...



