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1. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 2:2-3
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2. Bamidbar 15:39
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3. Devarim 18:9
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4. Talmud, Berachot 12b
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5. Talmud, Sanhedrin 100b
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6. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 16b-17a
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7. Rabbi Yitzchak ben Sheshet Perfet, Shu”t Rivash 45
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8. Mishnah Chagigah 2:1
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9. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Torah and General Culture: Conflvence and Conflict (1997)
It is, of course, a truism that dogma figures less prominently in Judaism than in Christianity or, to a lesser degree, Islam.
But Mendelssohn’s contention that it does not figure at all is patently false.

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 30:10
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11. Plato’s Republic, Book 10 (https://ebooks.adelaide.eduv.au/p/plato/p7 1r/introduction10.html)

The same is true of comedy — you may often laugh at buffoonery which you would be ashamed to utter, and the love
of coarse merriment on the stage will at last turn you into a buffoon at home. Poetry feeds and waters the passions and
desires; she lets them rule instead of ruling them... [W]e shall continue to prohibit all poetry which goes beyond hymns
to the gods and praises of famous men. Not pleasure and pain, but law and reason shall rule in our State.

12. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Torah and General Culture: Confluence and Conflict (1997)

In “sage and serious” works, elements of motifs that might be problematic in their own right are depicted within a
context, grounded in the artist’s ethical vision, which passes implicit judgment upon them and provides moral
perspective... Modern literature, in particular, often seeks not only to arouse passion but to provide moral and
philosophic sanctions for acceding fo it... In many respects, a novel in which authority is invariably vested in the hands
of rigid pedants while its opponents are imaginative and gentle is more insidious than nihilist manifestos. Precisely
because it is less perceptible, subliminally insinuated influence may be doubly nefarious.

13.Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Confrontation (1964)

There is no identity without uniqueness. As there cannot be an equation between two individuals unless they are
converted into abstractions, it is likewise absurd to speak of the commensurability of two faith communities which are
individual entities.

14.Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Torah and General Culture: Conflvence and Conflict (1997)

If comparison reveals difference, relativistic pluralism rears its head; if similarity, homogenizing universalism.

15. William James
There is only one thing a philosopher can be relied upon to do, and that is to contradict other philosophers.

Does Rambam reject all exceptions?

16. Talmud, Bava Kama 82b-83a
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17.Rabbi Yitzchak ben Sheshet Perfet, Shu”t Rivash #45
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18. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 17b
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19. Pirkei Avot 2:14
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20. Talmud, Sanhedrin 68a
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21.Rambam, Introduction to Shemonah Perakim
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22.Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:29
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23.Rabbi Yitzchak ben Sheshet Perfet, Shu”t Rivash 45
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24.Vilna Gaon to Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 179:13
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25.Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Prohibitions 10 and 47
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26.Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz, Tiferet Yisrael Sanhedrin 10:1:8
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27.Rabbi Yitzchak ben Sheshet Perfet, Shu”t Rivash 45
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28.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 3:2
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29.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 3:10
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30. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Kesef Mishneh to Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 3:10
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31.Rabbi Chizkiyah deSilva, Pri Chadash to Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 3:10
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32.Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Chatam Sofer Yoreh Deah 128
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33.Rambam, Peirush haMishnayot to Avot 2:14
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34.Rabbi Yissachar Dov Eilenburg, Beer Sheva to Sanhedrin 100b
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Closing thoughts

35.Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Arpilei Tohar http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/vl/arpiley/arpileyO1.pdf
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36. Rabbi Aharon Llichtenstein, 7orah and General Culture: Confluence and Conflict (1997)
Even if problematic studies be deemed permissible, given the right motive and the right person, it does not follow that
they are necessarily advisable.... potential gain and loss must be weighed carefully.



