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1. Contemporary Tanach
Build-up to the exile ~ Melachim Il, Yeshayah, Yirmiyah, Divrei haYamim ||

The exile Yechezkel, Daniel, Esther
The return Chaggai, Zecharyah, Malachi
2. Rabbi Hayyim Angel’s series http://www.yutorah.org/search/2teacher=80344&collection=5815

3. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari 3:63
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The author was not concerned with hidden matters, recording only well-known, public matters. He did not record any

of the wisdom which Yehoshua received from Gd and from Moshe, but he mentioned the day the Jordan stood still...

And so he did not record of Ezra and Nechemiah other than that which was publicly known.

4. Don Isaac Abarbanel to Neviim Rishonim, pg. 165
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When this complete scribe saw that the tribes exiled to Assyria had been finished... and the daughter of Zion remained...
And he saw that Gd had given true monarchy to David and his descendants eternally, and that the other kings who had
reigned for Israel from the other tribes had not been in accord with Divine desire, and that in the future only the monarchy
of the house of David would remain... He thought to aid King David's stature by telling of his lineage, and that of his
tribe, and his matters and deeds, all of which would indicate his completeness. He also thought to speak of the line of
kings who came from his descendants...

5. Persian kings of this period, with their secular chronology

e Cyrus (Koresh) 559 BCE - 530 BCE (reigned over Babylon from 539 BCE)
e Cambyses Il 530 BCE - 522 BCE
e Darius | (Daryavesh?) 522 BCE - 486 BCE
e Xerxes (Achashverosh?) 486 BCE - 465 BCE

e Artaxerxes | (Artachshasta?) 465 BCE - 424 BCE

6. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 3b
RNDWANAR K17 WIPAT R1NT WD RIT (RN
It was taught: He is Koresh, he is Daryavesh, he is Artachshasta.

7. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra to Ezra 4:24
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Daryavesh - This is Achashverosh.

8. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra to Ezra 6:14
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And Daryavesh - This is the elderly Mede. And Artachshasta is Achashverosh. “To the reign of Daryavesh (4:24, 6:15)”
is the son of Achashverosh.

9. Lleaders before Ezra and Nechemiah
e Sheshbatzar Political leader of Judea at the start of the return
e Zerubavel Ascended from Babylon to lead the Jews in Judea as of Ezra 3
e Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak Kohen Gadol when the altar is built
e Chaggai, Zecharyah, Malachi Prophets


http://www.yutorah.org/search/?teacher=80344&collection=5815

10. Talmud, Bava Batra 14b
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The order of Ketuvim: Ruth, Psalms, Job... Esther, Ezra, Chronicles.

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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But Nechemiah son of Chakaliah recorded all of Ezra’s deeds; why wasn't the book named for him2 Rabbi Yirmiyah
bar Abba said: Because he took credit for himself, as in Nechemiah 5:19... Rav Yosef said: Because he degraded
earlier ones, as in Nechemiah 5:15... And even of Daniel, who was greater, he spoke thus...

12.Rashi to Bava Kama 61b
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Ma‘azivah - a lime lining on a roof, like in Nechemiah 3:8, “Vaya‘azvu...”

13. Structure of the books

e Ezral The original decree of Cyrus and aliyah

o Ezra 23 Zerubavel's aliyah, and initial construction
o Ezra4-6 Halting and re-starting of the construction
e Ezra7-8 Ezra’s aliyah under Artachshasta

e Ezra 9-10 Ezra's religious leadership

e Nechemiah 1-2 Nechemiah’s aliyah under Artachshasta

e Nechemiah 2-7 Nechemiah’s administration

e Nechemiah 8-10 Ezra leads a national return to Gd

e Nechemiah 11-12 Lists
e Nechemiah 12-13 Nechemiah’s religious leadership

14. Josephus, Antiquities Book 11, Chapter 3:10 (Whiston translation)

And thus did these men go, a certain and deferminate number out of every family, though | do not think it proper to
recite particularly the names of those families, that | may not take off the mind of my readers from the connexion of the
historical facts, and make it hard for them to follow the coherence of my narrations...

15. Rabbi Elhanan Samet, Parshat Vayigash: Seventy Souls

Lists of various types are an important and common literary phenomenon in Tanakh, and the modern reader tends to
ignore them — generally for lack of interest. This often has a sound objective basis: lists of names of people or places or
objects don't mean the same to us today as they meant to the reader of ancient times, to whom such names were familiar
and connected to his life and his environment. But this is only a partial explanation. The main reason for the lack of
interest is the change in literary taste of the modern reader as opposed to that of the ancient one who, after all,
represented the initial audience to which the Tanakh was addressed. Readers of ancient times were very fond of these
lists, and some were even a sort of "poetry" for them. Many lists are recorded in Tanakh specifically for the purpose of
intfroducing a more celebratory and elevated note into the "routine" biblical story, and some lists are poetical in nature
even in the form in which they are written in the Torah.

16.Rabbi Hayyim Angel, The Literary Significance of the Name Lists in Ezra-Nehemiah, JBQ July 2007



