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1. Return of the vessels Ezra 1:1-11
2. The role of Medea Yeshayah 13:17
3. lbn Ezra 6:1
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The books of Persian kings say that this elderly Darius was the father-in-law of Cyrus. Both of them conquered Babylon,
Cyrus as King of Persia and Darius as King of Medea... Cyrus left his father-inlaw over Babylon, for Cyrus crowned
him. Cyrus declared, "All of the empires of the land, Gd put in my hands. (Ezra 1:2)" They reigned simultaneously.

4. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 28
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Why does it say, "When he was sixty-two2" On the day Nevuchadnezzar entered the sanctuary in the days of
Yehoyachin, his antagonist, Darius, was born.

5. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 7:2
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In the simple meaning, it appears to me correct to explain it thus: Darius appointed 120 satraps over his government,
and he appointed three officers to oversee them, and he also intended to appoint Daniel over all of them. Therefore, the
text needed to explain why he did not govern his empire himself instead of governing it himself, instructing Daniel and
the officers to govern it. Because of this it said he was elderly when he received the throne over Babylon...

6:7-6:10 No prayer!

6. Midrash Tehillim 64:1
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He said to him, "Therefore you are not a king; all kings make decrees and issue laws, as in, 'like the law of Medea and
Persia (Daniel 6:9)', and you have never issued a decree." When he heard this, he came to terms with them.

7. Rashi Daniel 6:8
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It was to strengthen the king's law by force. You are new to the throne, and foreign, and so you need reinforcement.

8. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 7:2
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They would think the king merciful, gracious, patient and generous, so for thirty days from the establishment of the throne
each Babylonian would ask nothing from anyone other than the king, so that they would receive kindness and mercy
from him and no other. Therefore, they counseled that no one should seek his needs from any officer or courtier, but
only from the king himself, so that to the entire nation the king would be the source of kindness and mercy.

6:11-6:16 Indicted for Prayer
9. Praying toward Jerusalem Melachim | 8:46-48

10. Mishnah Zevachim 14:8
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When they came to Jerusalem the external altars were prohibited, and were never again permitted.



11.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Beit haBechirah 6:15-16
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Therefore they bring all offerings there even without a building, and they eat offerings of the highest sanctity in the entire

azarah even though it is ruined and unwalled, and they eat offerings of lower sanctity, and the second tithe, throughout

Jerusalem even though it is unwalled, for the initial sanctity was for then and persists forever.

Why do | say the initial sanctity of the Beit haMikdash and Jerusalem persists forever, and the sanctity of the rest of

Israel — for shemitah and tithes and the like — does not persist forever? Because the sanctity of the Beit haMikdash and

Jerusalem is a product of the Shechinah, and the Shechinah never ceases.

12.Talmud, Berachot 31a, 34b
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One should always pray in a house with windows, as it says, 'And windows were open for him'.

Perhaps one should pray all day? It is explained via Daniel, 'Three times'.

Perhaps he started only upon entering exile? It already said, 'As he did before this'.

Perhaps one could pray in any direction he chose? Thus it says, 'Opposite Jerusalem.'...

Rav Kahana said: It seems to me that one who prays in an open field is brazen!

13. Rashi Daniel 6:15
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Until the sun set he worked to save Daniel, but when the time of Daniel's prayer came he kneeled before Gd and prayed,
and then Darius had no opening fo save him.

6:17-6:24 Survival

14. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 7:2
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Perhaps the king instructed placement of the stone out of fear of the night, lest those men kill Daniel with a stone, a fist,

or sharp arrows. The officers also sealed the stone, so that the king could not send quantities of food to the lions, to

cause them to leave Daniel alone.

15. Abarbanel, Commentary to Chavakuk pg. 163
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6:25-6:29 Epilogue

16. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 7:2
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After Daniel left the lions' den he sought permission from Darius to dwell in Shushan and die there, for he was elderly

and he could no longer circulate in the royal court. Darius permitted him to go there.




