Shoftim 17: Yael's Deed

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com \

5:20-23 Those who helped, and those who did not help
1. Talmud, Pesachim 118b
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When the heavenly stars descended upon them, these iron weapons burned. They descended to bathe in Nachal Kishon.
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2. Radak to Shoftim 5:23
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The name of a city close to the battle; they did not assist, and so she cursed them. She did not curse the distant ones
who did not come.
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3. Rashi to Shoftim 5:24
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They birthed and raised children, and if not for Yael then this wicked one would have destroyed them. (Bereishit Rabbah)

Alternatively, Yael was also a dweller of tents, and so it mentioned her with the blessing of tents.

4. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:24
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Because the private women in the tent might be outraged at Yael's action, Devorah instructed that they not curse her

and not degrade her, and not say that this was a cruel act. Rather, they should bless her...

5. Ralbag to Shoftim 5:24

77120 DAR2 W QWA N1 LRI0°0 N2 02 7TV 00 119172 7000 DY oIaR
In truth, Yael should be blessed, for she helped them by killing Sisera, and she should be blessed more than the women
in the tent.

6. Talmud, Nazir 23b
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Rabbi Nachman bar Yitzchak said: An altruistic sin is greater than a selfish mitzvah. But did Rav Yehudah cite Rav to

say, “One should always involve himself in Torah and mitzvot, even selfishly, because as a result of acting selfishly he

will come to act altruistically2” Rather, it is equal to a selfish mitzvah, as seen in Shoftim 5:24. Who are the women of

the tent? Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah.

Rabbi Yochanan said: The wicked one was with her seven times, as in 5:27...

7. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 23:10
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Three fled from sin, and Gd joined His Name with theirs: Yosef, Yael and Palti... How do we know regarding Yael? It
says, “Yael went out to greet Sisera... and she covered him in a semichah.” What is a semichah? The rabbis here said:
With a cloth. The Rabbis there said: With a tub. Reish Lakish said: We have reviewed Tanach, and found no &/ named
semichah. What is semichah? Shemi koh [My Name is here], My Name testifies that this wicked one did not touch her.

8. Rabbi Ari Shvat, Techumin 30 - http://www.zomet.org.il/2CategorylD=266&ArticlelD=639



5:28-31 Jews vs. Canaan

9. Professor Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra: Shoftim, pg. m
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The tent of Yael, with its simple tools and objects — a stake and hammer, water and milk — is the opposite of Sisera’s

house in Charoshet haGoyim, through the eshnav window of which the lady of the house gazes, surrounded by her

matrons, their hearts given to frippery and made-up maids. It would be appropriate to note here that the eshnav seems

to be a layer of decorative stone in a window, and it is one of the identifying signs of royal palaces and nobles, as seen

in archaeological finds in the palace of Ramat Rachel in South Jerusalem...

10. Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer halkkarim 4:43
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She saw that her son Sisera was struck on his head by a woman, and the wise women saw blood in Sisera’s camp,

and that the war was complete and the blood of the warriors had been spilled, and especially Sisera’s [blood] by two

women, Devorah and Yael. Even with all of this, they did not know how to draw accurate conclusions from this, but they

reversed the conclusion to fit their desire...

11.Ralbag to Shoftim Perek 4-5, Lesson 8
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The eighth lesson is to publicize the disgrace of those nations, and their wanton immorality. Thus the mother of Sisera,
in speaking of Sisera’s success, began with...

12. Midrash, Sifra Acharei Mot 8:12b:4
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How do we know that no nation made their ways more foevah than the Canaanites? Thus it says, “And like the deeds
of the Land of Canaan you shall not do”...

13. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 33b
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Bamidbar 29:1 says, “It will be a day of fervah for you,” which is translated, “It will be a day of yevavah for you.”

Regarding the mother of Sisera it says, “Through the window, the mother of Sisera gazed and vatiyavev.” One thought

this referred to groaning; the other thought it referred to wailing.



