Shoftim 15: Women and War / Beginning the Poem

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com \

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
TORAH MIiTZION
BEIT MIDRASH

Women and War
1. Mishnah Sotah 8:7
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In mitzvah wars everyone goes, even the groom from his room and the bride from her chuppah.

2. Rabbi David ibn Abi Zimra to Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 7:4
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One could suggest that he was saying that a groom leaves his chamber and a bride leaves her chuppah, since they

won't observe the days of the chuppah. Or, perhaps, in a mitzvah war the women provide water and food for their

husbands, as is the custom today in Arab lands.

3. Rashi to Talmud, Ketuvot 51b
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“But don't they give the thieves arrows” — When they fight, the women prepare and provide arrows for them to fire.

4. Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Introduction to the count of mitzvot
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It is known that women do not... fight in optional wars.

5. Talmud, Nazir 59a, with Rashi
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov said: How do we know that a woman may not go out to war with weapons? It is written, ‘The
implements of a man shall not be upon a woman.’
Rashi: As far as Yael, wife of Chever haKeini, she did not kill Sisera with a weapon; rather, as it is said, "She sent her
hand to the peg."

The Poem
6. Radak to Shoftim 5:1
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Because Devorah was the essential actor; like “And Miriam and Aharon spoke”.

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:1
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It doesn’t mean that Devorah and Barak arranged this poem. Rather, it said that Devorah created and arranged this
poem, and Barak joined her to sing it...

8. Devarim 33:2

9. Rashi to Shoftim 5:4
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Devorah declared this: It is hard to leave Torah, and good to stick to it. It was given with awe and might, and so Israel

was given fo the idolaters when they left it. When they volunteered to immerse themselves in it, they were rescued.



10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:4-6
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Devorah said: Gd, when You left Seir to give the Torah, the land shook, the heavens dripped and the mountains flowed
before Gd, for the heavens and earth all trembled before Him. But in the days of Shamgar ben Anat and in the days of
Yael it was not thus, for the nations did not fear Gd and the glory of His might, and the land did not shake from Him,
to the point that people stopped travelling the roads, for they could not go there, due to fear of the enemy...

11.Rashi to Shoftim 5:6
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This teaches that Yael also judged Israel, in her day.

12. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:6
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She did not mention the other judges, for their victory was complete. Shamgar’s victory was not complete. And she

mentioned Yael with him, to equate them in that their victories were not complete, although they did accomplish

something.



