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Are we allowed to include piyutim within tefillah?
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A Closing Note
19. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man pp. 58-59

Halakhic man never accepted the ruling of Maimonides opposing the recital of piyyutim, the liturgical poems and songs
of praise. Go forth and learn what the Guide sought to do to the piyyutim of Israell Nevertheless, on the High Holidays
the community of Israel, singing the hymns of unity and glory, reaches out to its Creator. And when the Divine Presence
winks at us from behind the fading rays of the setting sun and its smile bears within it forgiveness and pardon, we weave
a “royal crown” of praise for the Afik Yomin. The Ancient One. And in moments of divine mercy and grace, in times of
spiritual ecstasy and exaltation, when our entire existence thirsts for the living G-d, we recite many piyyutim and hymns,
and we disregard the strictures of the philosophical midrash concerning the problem of negative attributes. The Halakha
does not deem it necessary to reckon with speculative concepts and very fine, subtle abstractions on the one hand and
vague feelings, obscure experiences, inchoate affections, and elusive subjectivity on the other. It determines law and
judgment in Israel.
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