Daniel 8: Chapters 3-4: The Oven and the Beast
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3:26-30 The reaction
1. Talmud, Sanhedrin 92b-93a
TOIAW 1100 RT NYP22 2NN T 72 DRPIY 1'apn 17 MR WK ]W:’.Db TP DRWOM 1IN DR YW OX179121 200w ywa
TRRY AN RNT NYPA2 2°NA T2 198 DW 10720 12 1R 19K S0 1200 1 NKR 1019 ¥ YW INIRD 17 000 MNXY IR IR
TIND 1IN 27T PR PRY 027 K A 71 07 av 730950 29Y MIYR PMaTn 19PN 7112 STANN 12027 1R IR A HR0IT+
92 27N 527 MR ...2°770 7902 T INRW MF2WN MW 95 MY W2 1°D 9V 17007 IRYA X2 RPAPORW YW NN DW 1D
027 W OnR 1R On°1D YV ORI YW ]ﬂ’NJW/b OVLY DWW NIAIR 7 IR WRT JWAIH 70N ORWM 7PN IRTW YW1 ORI
777 0170 00197 NW2 1YY ARTET T T H'D DRITH 1R MND 7o 29¥Y 2MINNWR anKRY 3T P19
When wicked Nevuchadnezzar cast Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah into the fiery furnace, Gd said to Yechezkel,
"Go resurrect the dead in the Valley of Dura." When he resurrected them, the bones came and slapped that wicked
one in the face. He said, "What are these2" They said, "The peer of these men is resurrecting the dead in the Valley of
Dura." He recited Daniel 3:33... Rabbi Yitzchak said: Molten gold should be poured into the mouth of that wicked one;
had the malach not slapped his mouth, he would have put all of the songs and praises of David in Tehillim to shamel...
Rabbi Tanchum bar Chanilai said: When Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah exited the fiery furnace, all of the nations
slapped 'the enemies of Israel' in the face, saying, "You have a Gd like this and yet you bow to a statue@!"...

Postscripts
2. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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Where did they go? Rav said: They died of the evil eye. Shemuel said: They drowned in saliva. Rabbi Yochanan said:
They ascended to Israel and married and produced sons and daughters... as Zechariah 3:8 says, "Listen, Yehoshua the
high priest! You and your friends who sit before you, for they are men of wonders."

3. Abarbanel, Maayan 6 Tamar 3 (pg. 314)
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Their central role was this miracle which happened for them, and so these righteous people were not mentioned in any

other circumstance in this book, and they are always mentioned after Daniel and due to him, not due to themselves.

The impact of this story
4. Rambam's Letter, Part 2
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It is known, what happened to Israel in the days of wicked Nevuchadnezzar, that all who were in Babylon bowed to
the statue, other than Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah. Gd said regarding them in Isaiah 29:22, "Jacob should not
be ashamed now and his face should not be whitened now." Perhaps 'the craftsmen and the smiths' were among those
who bowed, if they were in Babylon then, but we have never seen anyone who called them wicked or non-Jews or
invalid as witnesses. Gd did not assign to them guilt as idolaters, because they were forced. And so Megilah 12a says,
"They put on an appearance, and so | will put on an appearance in the days of Haman."

5. Tosafot Ketuvot 33b 919K
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This is shocking; how do we know [that they would have bowed under torture]2 The Talmud says, "When they took out

Rabbi Akiva, he said: | was pained about 'with all of your soul' all my life, wondering when it would come to my hand



and | could fulfill it!" It sounds like 'with all of your soul' applies even under heavy torture as experienced by Rabbi
Akiva, whose flesh they combed with iron combs, and certainly, if one was only whipped.
Rabbeinu Tam explains that this statue was not actually an idol; it was made for the king's honour.

What do we learn from this story?

6. Abarbanel, Maayan é Tamar 3 (pg. 314-315)
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What emerges from this story is also to know the stature of Daniel, and his greatness in the eyes of King

Nevuchadnezzar, who rushed to punish Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah in fire before the matter could reach Daniel's

ears, for the king feared that Daniel might come and protest...

This story is also a lesson for the nation in their exile, under the decrees and destruction the kings of the nations issue in

their lands, among their nations, and amid the great dangers they bear in exile, like a burning, fiery furnace, to let them

know that the malach of Gd will never leave them, and Gd's supervision will not abandon them.

3:31-33 Nevuchadnezzar's letter

7. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 5 (pg. 317-318)
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He thought that he would erase the heavenly decree and arrange the earthly empires such that they would be humbled

and enslaved before him and his seed forever... Due to this empty arrogance, it was decreed that he would be chased

from human society, to travel like a wild donkey among the beasts...

8. lbn Ezra to 4:3
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It tells the entire story that happened, and it was written thus [here] in honour of Daniel, for the king wrote thus to all of
the lands of his reign, and it was a great source of splendour for Israel.

4:1-15 The Dream
9. Abarbanel Maayan 6, Tamar 5 (pg. 318)
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They showed him that man is a tree of the field. He is like that great, tall, beautiful tree, but he must [likewise] grow,
exist, and then be destroyed.

4:16-25 The Interpretation

10. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 30:24
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One who analyzes this verse [as it is written] makes Daniel a blasphemer for saying to Nevuchadnezzar, "My master,

may this dream be for your enemies." Nevuchadnezzar had no greater enemy in this world than Gd, for destroying His

house and exiling His children! Further, the Jews were his enemies, and so Daniel was now cursing them! Rather, Daniel

turned his heart toward Gd, saying, "My Master in Heaven, bring this dream upon this enemy of Yours."

11.Rashi to 4:24 (based on Midrash Tanchuma Mishpatim 4)

VR 0719 12 R DI XY WOWM 2 TNT 2V PIIAN 7213 720w 071y PRIV AR T¥ITINID 020 XY ROWA? 2R0IT IR T
W 2™ 95 001797 7O PMNRIR N9 AWY 191 201D 077 2%y anvAw

What moved Daniel to give this good advice to Nevuchadnezzar? He saw the Jews, poor, lowly in their exile, going

from door to door, and he advised Nevuchadnezzar to aid them. He said, "These paupers you exiled are hungry;

support them!" And so Nevuchadnezzar did, opening his stores and supporting them for twelve months.



