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Tzelof’ had’s Daugh’cers: A Fresh Look
When Did They Marry?
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28 The sons of Joseph after their families: Manasseh and Ephralm. 29 The sons of Manasseh. of Machlr, the farmly of
the Machirites--and Machir begot Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites. 30 These are the sons of Gilead: of
Iezer, the family of the Iezerites; of Helek, the family of the Helekites; 31 and of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; and
of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites; 32 and of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the family
of the Hepherites. 33 And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters; and the names of the
daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the families of

Manasseh; and they that were numbered of them were fifty and two thousand and seven hundred.
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1 Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir,
the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph; and these are the names of his
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood before Moses, and before
Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, at the door of the tent of meeting,
saying: 3 'Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not among the company of them that gathered
themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah, but he died in his own sin; and he had no
sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he had no son?
Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father.' 5 And Moses brought their cause before the
LORD. 6 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: 7 'The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou
shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause
the inheritance of their father to pass unto them

Questions:
1) What motivated Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah and to come forward?
2) How old were they at the time?
3) Why did only they come forward? It's unlikely that no other families had only girls...
4) When did they marry? (questions continue after the last source...)
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1 And the heads of the fathers' houses of the family of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the
families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spoke before Moses, and before the princes, the heads of the fathers' houses
of the children of Israel; 2 and they said: 'The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the
children of Israel; and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his
daughters. 3 And if they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then will their inheritance
be taken away from the inheritance of our fathers, and will be added to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall
belong; so will it be taken away from the lot of our inheritance. 4 And when the jubilee of the children of Israel shall be,
then will their inheritance be added unto the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall belong; so will their inheritance
be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.' 5 And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to
the word of the LORD, saying: 'The tribe of the sons of Joseph speaketh right. 6 This is the thing which the LORD hath
commanded concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying: Let them be married to whom they think best; only into the
family of the tribe of their father shall they be married. 7 So shall no inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe
to tribe; for the children of Israel shall cleave every one to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8 And every daughter,
that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her
father, that the children of Israel may possess every man the inheritance of his fathers. 9 So shall no inheritance remove
from one tribe to another tribe; for the tribes of the children of Israel shall cleave each one to its own inheritance.' 10 Even
as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad. 11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and
Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers' sons. 12 They were married into the families
of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father. 13 These
are the commandments and the ordinances, which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel
in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

ryor (4

13 129 1930 AYN AN P2 NI 798 MaDNR D 003 1 v mEnTa o073 9372 7972 192N )
1PN PN TiN2 -bm 1:5'3-13-15 MR my NG | NI ’39‘71 PIT3 P a0Y 1A Aty 30Y matpm (1 )

P3N IR TiN3 719m A NJ'B& oI5
3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but
daughters; and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 And they came
near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying: 'The LORD
commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren’; therefore according to the commandment of the
LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father.
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R. Eliezer b. Yaakov taught: Even the youngest of them did not marry before she was 40 years old...

5) Why does »"ar1 theorize that they were old when they married?
6) Why does he assume that they had children (miraculously)?
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