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Am | obligated to choose a rabbi, at all?
1. Mishnah, Avot 1:6, 1:16; and Rambam to Avot 1:16
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2. Talmud, Eruvin 6b-7a
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3. Rashi (11t century France) to Rosh HaShanah 14b Y1
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4. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Introduction to Beit Yosef

"R 0"2n7 "7 7327 K9 QPMIRTINL 2OV (YW1 PRIW N2 M0 WK AR ST0AY DWW DAY 03 SNYTa *Nnooi 197

22717 IR PRWS M7 Dow NP NIPR2 KD AR ANWAS 72977 P91 NNX NYTY 0°2°007 0N QRIWW 212w 227 PR NInR 9"
DT ATAAN VRS 390 RIIT NYT OV PR

The mara d‘atra

5. Talmud, Shabbat 46a
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6. Talmud, Shabbat 130a
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7. Talmud, Eruvin 93b-94a
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8. Rabbeinu Nisim (14 century Spain), Responsum 48
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9. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Choshen Mishpat 25:2
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10. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 7a
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11.Rabbi Yom Tov el-Asvili (Ritva) (13t century Spain), Avodah Zarah 7a
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12.Rabbi Yom Tov el-Asvili (Ritva) (13t century Spain), Shabbat 130a 1M
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13. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Yoreh Deah 242:31
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14.Rabbi Yaakov Epstein (215t century Israel), Chevel Nachalato 5:25:8
Y1791 ,01P12 D177 001 102N RITW 1PTN7NY 2°awn DoAY C19n NOWRD (N2 SN YA1 YA 277 Mnwh 2rnnw 7Mvon
27 7197 M2 DR OX

15. Rabbi Shlomo ibn Aderet (Rashba) (13t century Spain), Responsa, 1:253
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16.Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein (19t-20th century Lithuania), Aruch haShulchan Yoreh Deah 242:57 (and 245:29)
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17.Rabbi Shimon ben Tzemach Duran (14th-15th century Algiers), Tashbetz 3:210
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18. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century USA), Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 3:70
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19.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Avodah Zarah 12:14
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20. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Orach Chaim 493:3
277NN RY Wwn ,AT AT DXPMY AT 3010 NP DAR Y2 3P XD

21.Rabbi Yosef ben Lev (16t century Turkey) Shu”t Mahar”i ben Lev 1:75
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22.Rabbi Yaakov Epstein (21t century Israel), Chevel Nachalato 5:25:1
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Today
23.Rabbi Ephraim Greenblatt (20th-21st century USA), Rivivot Ephraim 8:312:4
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24.Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein (20t-21st century Israel), Legitimization of Modernity, Leaves of Faith Vol. 2 pg. 289
The definition of the relevant community, however, is murky. The gemara speaks of locale, but it seems strange that
geography should be the sole determinant. Would an enclave of Judean emigres in Galilee be permitted to eat chicken
fried in buttere Would only residents of twelfth-century Egypt be entitled to rely upon the Rambam’s minority kulof It
seems far more likely that other factors — ethnic identity or, above all, spiritual and ideological fealty — should carry no
less weight. | believe this is clearly suggested by the Rashba (above, source 19)...

25. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century USA), Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 3:88
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26.Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (20 century Israel), Yechaveh Daat, Hakdamah to Chelek 5
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27.Rabbi Yaakov Kanaievsky (20th century Israel), Karyana d'lgrita | 203 (old edition)
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28.Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein (20th-21st century Israel), The /sraeli Chief Rabbinate, Tradition 26:4, pg. 28

The contribution of the rabbanut harashitto the administration and supervision of areas crucial to Halakhic existence is
obvious. Equally self-evident, however, is the fact that, as a quintessentially rabbinic authority — whether as spiritual
leadership in the broader sense or with regard to the specific area of pesak — it now carries relatively limited weight.
Secularists and Aaredim largely ignore it, while the non-Orthodox actively fight it. Its status in the dafi-leumi community
is more secure, but, even there, many offer it little more than honorific lip-service, having recourse to it only at their
convenience. Moreover, as it has become increasingly regarded as the virtual patrimony of a dominant faction, its base
of support has narrowed and the number of those who truly look to it for guidance has dwindled. Even within the world
of yeshivot hesder, there are not many who, confronted with conflicting pesakim of the rabbanut harashitand, say, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, would routinely prefer the former.25

Footnote 25: Within the religious (dat) or traditional (mesorat) Sephardic community, the standing of the Chief
Rabbinate is relatively higher — but this is largely, | believe, because of a perceived link between the rabbanut harashit
and the centuries-old office of rishon lezion. This is evidenced by the fact that the overall stature of Rav Ovadia Yosef,
who continues to lay claim to the latter title long after leaving Hechal Shlomo, is manifestly higher than that of his
SUCCESSOr.

| trust | have not overstated the case. Within religious Zionist circles, the rabbanut harashit certainly does enjoy a
significant measure of prestige and rav rashi carries a perceptible aura. His appearance at any dati-leumi Torah
institution would be regarded as an event by its students and staff, myself included; and, at times — as in the case of a
recent symbolic hakhe/ convocation — the Chief Rabbinate has demonstrated a capacity for mobilizing a large public.
All this is a far cry, however, from genuine general authority or sustained acknowledged leadership. The point is readily
exemplified by the failure to establish either Yom Yerushalayim as a truly national day of rejoicing or the Tenth of 7eveth
as a memorial day for the Holocaust.



