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The Evolution of the Visitors

1. Job2:11-13

And three of Job’s friends heard all of this evil that had befallen him, and each came from his place - Eliphaz of
Teiman, Bildad of Shuach, and Tzofar of Naamah. And they gathered together, to come comfort and console him.
And they raised their eyes from afar and did not recognize him; and they raised their voices and cried, and each tore
his garment, and they threw dirt upon their heads, heavenward. And they sat with him on the ground for seven days
and seven nights, and none spoke a word to him, for they saw that the pain was great.

2. Job 4:2 - Eliphaz
If I would experiment with a word to you, would you be exhausted2 But who could refrain from words?

3. Job 5:17 - Eliphaz
Fortunate is the man whom Gd rebukes; do not reject the rebuke of Shakkai!

4. Job 8:18-19 - Bildad
If He will swallow it from its place, and deny it, saying, “I have not seen you,” this will be the joy of its ways, and
from other dirt it will sprout.

5. Job 8:5 - Bildad
If you will put your hope in Gd, and to Shakkai you will plead.

6. Job 11:2-3 - Tzophar
Should many words not be answered? Should a man of lips be declared righte Your lies silence the masses; you
mock, and no one puts you to shame.

7. Job 15:2 - Eliphaz
Should the wise respond with wind, filling his belly with the east wind?

8. Job 18:4 - Bildad

You, who tears his soul in rage, should the land be abandoned because of you, and should the Rock leave His place?

9. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to Job 2:11
These three maintained their loyalty and came to comfort him, and they became, unknowingly, tools of the Satan.

Job’s Response
10.Job 6:15 - Job

My brothers betrayed me like a wadi; like a channel passing through wadis.

11.Job 12:2-3 - Job
True, you are the many — and with you, wisdom dies. | have a heart like yours, too; | am no lesser than you; and who
does not possess words like yours?

12.Job 13:3-5 - Job
But | will speak to Gd, and | would wish to rebuke Gd. But you are crafters of lies; all of you are non-healers. | wish
you would be silent! And this would be wisdom, for you.

13.Job 16:4-5 - Job
| could speak like you, too. If you were in my place, | would join with you with words, and | would shake my head
upon you. | would strengthen you with my mouth, and the movement of my lips would spare you.



14.Job 19:2-3, 19:13-14, 19:21, 19:23-24 - Job

2How long will you make me grieve, and depress me with words2 3Ten times you have shamed me; you are not
ashamed to treat me as a stranger... 3He has distanced my brothers from me; those who know me have only become
estranged from me. 4My neighbours ceased, and those who knew me forgot me... 21Show me favour, show me
favour, you, my friends, for the Hand of Gd has struck me... 2Would that my words would be recorded, would that
they would be engraved in a book. 24With an iron pen and lead, forever they would be chiseled in the stone.

15.Job 20:2-3 - Tzophar
Therefore my thoughts make me respond, and because of my feelings within. | hear the rebuke which shames me, and
a spirit from my understanding makes me respond.

16.Job 22:5-7 - Eliphaz
Is your evil not greate There is no end to your sin! For you take security from your brothers for nothing, and you strip
the clothes of those who are bare. You do not give water to the tired, and you withhold bread from the hungry...

17.Job 25:4 - Bildad

Can a man be found righteous with Gd2 And how can one born of woman be found meritorious?

18.Job 42:7-8

And affer Gd said these words to Job, and Gd said to Eliphaz of Teiman: My anger rages against you, and against
your two friends, for you did not speak of Me properly, like My servant Job. And now, take for yourselves seven bulls
and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and bring for yourselves a burnt offering, and Job My servant will pray for
you, for him | will favour, so as not to act with nevalah upon you. For you did not speak of Me properly, like My
servant Job.

19. Rashi to 42:7, based on Talmud, Bava Batra 16b

He did not sin against Me other than by saying, “He destroys complete and wicked”... And if he added words, he
spoke because of the harsh suffering which weighed on him and overpowered him. But you sinned when you
declared him wicked... And you strengthened him in his wickedness, and in the end you were silenced and defeated
before him, and you should have comforted him as Elihu did. And not only did Job experience pain and suffering, but
you added iniquity to your sin by angering him.

20. Talmud, Bava Metzia 58b

"And you shall not abuse each other (Vayikra 25:17)" — This is verbal abuse. How? If he had repented, he should not
say to him, "Remember your first deeds." If he was descended from people who had converted, he should not say to
him, "Remember your parents' deeds." If he had converted, and he had now come to learn Torah, he should not say
to him, "The mouth that ate non-kosher will now learn the Torah spoken by the mouth of Gd!" If he is suffering, if he is
ill, or he buries his children, one should not say to him as his friends said to Job, "Your reverence is your confidence
[or: foolishness], your hope and the end of your path. Remember: Who is innocent and is destroyed?"

Empathy
21. Cameron, Inzlicht and Cunningham, Empathy is Actually a Choice, New York Times, 7/10/15

[W]e believe that empathy is a choice that we make whether to extend ourselves to others. The “limits” to our empathy
are merely apparent, and can change, sometimes drastically, depending on what we want to feel. Two decades ago,
the psychologist Daniel Batson and colleagues conducted a study that showed that if people expected their empathy to
cost them significant money or time, they would avoid situations that they believed would trigger it. More recently, one
of us, Daryl Cameron, along with the psychologist Keith Payne, conducted an experiment to see if similar motivational
factors could explain why we seem more empathetic to single victims than to large numbers of them.

Participants in this study read about either one or eight child refugees from the Darfur region of Sudan. Half of the
participants were led to expect that they would be asked to make a donation to the refugee or refugees, whereas the
other half were not. When there was no financial cost involved in feeling empathy, people felt more empathy for the
eight children than for the one child, reversing the usual bias. If insensitivity to mass suffering stemmed from an
intrinsic limit to empathy, such financial factors shouldn’t have made a difference.



22.Rabbi Shlomo Kluger (grandson of the more famous Rabbi Shlomo Kluger), Siach Shlomo
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But if harm comes upon a person and upon others... then that person, who may even suffer more than others, may not
calm himself and avoid feeling the pain of others... saying that he accepts it upon himself with love. This is a
repugnant trait and an ugly path; one may not accept with love the ailment, pain and trouble of othersl One who
does so is subject to the curse of our sages, "When Israel is in pain and one of them separates from the community,
two ministering malachim place their hands on his head and say, 'So-and-so who separated from the community shall
not see the comfort of the community.""

23.Talmud, Bava Batra 16b
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“Job does not speak wisely, and his words are not with insight.” Rava said: From here we learn that a person is not
held responsible for his time of pain.

24.Talmud, Bava Kama 38a
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Rav Shemuel bar Yehudah’s daughter passed away. The sages said to Ulla: Let us go and comfort him! Ulla replied:

What would be my business with Babylonian comfort, which is blasphemous! They say, “What can you do2” implying

that if they could do something [to change it], they would.

25.Shemot 2:11, with Rashi
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And Moshe matured and went out to his brethren, and he saw their suffering, and he saw an Egyptian man beating a
Hebrew man, from his brethren.
Rashi: He turned his eyes and heart to be pained for them.

26. Shemot 2:25, with Rashi
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And Gd saw the Children of Israel, and Gd knew.
Rashi: He turned His heart and did not hide His eyes.

27 .Rabbi Yitzchak of Volozhin, citing his father in the preface to Nefesh haChaim
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My father always used to rebuke me, as he saw that | would not experience the pain of others.

This is what he always told me: "This is a person's entire purpose. A person is not created for himself. A person is

created only to benefit others, with whatever power is in his possession."

28. Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, Daat Chochmah uMussar lll 295
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The issue of bearing the yoke with others is so great, because this is the entire Torah, meaning the joining of souls to

feel each others’ feelings. All of Torah study, all of the learning and all of the deeds, the final goal is that all souls

should be joined, to feel each others’ feelings, to truly be one.



