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Overview
1. Historical setting — Melachim Il 24
2. Central themes:

e Sanctification of Gd's Name, and Gd's response

e The punishment and rehabilitation of King Nevuchadnezzar
e The four kingdoms and the fifth

e A vision of "Gd" and an eschatological time

e The Divine Hand controlling human history

3. Two halves: Stories and Visions

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 85:2
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King Belshazzar, and then Darius the Mede - but where was Evil Merodach [who reigned between Nevuchadnezzar
and Belshazzar]2 Rabbi Eliezer said: To juxtapose wicked with wicked, thorn with thorn, arrogant with arrogant. Rabbi
Shemuel bar Nachman said: To juxtapose interrupted monarchy with interrupted monarchy.
Similarly: "That night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed, and Darius the Mede", but then [three chapters later]
"In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar"! Rav Huna said: This was so that they would not say it was a book
of poems, but they would know it was said with Divine inspiration [and purpose]. The sages said: To weave it together
as entirely the product of Divine inspiration.

5. Abarbanel, Introduction (pg. 278)
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In truth, simply, it appears correct to say that Daniel wrote the introduction and end of his book in the sacred tongue
because those were his own words to his nation, as well as the words of the malach to him, recorded afterward as they
were stated. Our sacred tongue is the language Gd spoke to Adam and to the patriarchs and to Moshe and to His
prophets, and that is the language the ministering malachim use, as mentioned by our sages. However, the words of
the Chaldeans and their kings, which were stated in Aramaic, and the words Daniel spoke to them in their tongue as
well, he saw fit to record as they were stated. This is because errors and many forms of mistakes fall info translation
from one tongue to another.

Who was Daniel?

6. Midrash Tanchuma Noach 5
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He was one of three people who saw three worlds: Noach, Daniel and lyov. Noach saw the world settled, destroyed,

and then settled. Daniel saw the first Beit haMikdash standing, he saw it destroyed, and he saw it built in the second

Beit haMikdash. lyov saw his house built, destroyed, and then built.

7. Yechezkel 14:14, 14:20, 28:3 — Daniel or Danel?



8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 98b
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Rav said: If he is of the living, he is as Rabbeinu haKadosh. If he is of the dead, he is as Daniel.

9. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan 4:4
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He would prepare the bride and gladden her, and escort a corpse, and give a coin to a pauper, and pray thrice daily,
and his prayer was accepted with desire.

10. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 3:4
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All Israel gathered to Daniel and said to him: Our master, Daniel, all of the negative and harsh prophecies issued by

Jeremiah have befallen us, and the one good prophecy he issued upon us, "When Babylon completes seventy years,"

has not yet come to pass! He said to them: Bring me a book of Isaiah. And he began to read to them...

11. Was he a navi? Chacham; Private; No instructions; No conversations with Gd

12. Talmud, Megilah 3a
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"I, Daniel, alone, saw the vision, and the men who were with me did not see the vision, but a great trembling befell
them, and they fled into hiding." Who were the men2 Rabbi Yirmiyah, or some say Rabbi Chiya bar Abba, said: These
were Chaggai, Zecharyah and Malachi... They were greater than he, for they were prophets, and he was not. He was
greater than they, for he saw and they did not.

13. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 2:45
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In the second level it will be as though a state falls upon him, a force is born and it causes him to speak, and he speaks
in wisdom or praises or effective instruction in practical or Divine matters. All of this is when he is awake and his senses
are functioning normally. This is what is described as speaking with Divine inspiration. This was the Divine inspiration
with which David composed Psalms, Solomon composed Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, and Daniel and Job
and Chronicles and the rest of the Writings — these were composed with this kind of Divine inspiration. They are called
"Writings", for they were written with Divine inspiration.

14.  Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah 3:1
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Who is the one, of all of the famous prophets of our nation, who saw Divine visions like these, or who was informed of
wondrous events occurring thousands of years into the future, like Daniel?!

15. Daniel and Yosef and Esther

16. Talmud, Megilah 15a
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Rav said: Hatach is Daniel. Why was he called 'Hatach'2 For he was cut off from greatness. Shemuel said: Because all
of the matters of the kingdom were cut at his word.



