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2:14-23 Daniel calls upon Gd
1. lbn Ezra to 2:23
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Because my ancestors were prophets, unlike the ancestors of other nations... and he said 'that we want', him and his
colleagues, meaning, 'Tell me this secret, not only in my merit [but also in the merit of my colleagues].'

Dreams and Prophecy
2. lyov 33:14-15
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For Gd will speak once, and twice, and Man will not see it. In a dream, a vision of the night, when sleep falls upon
men...

3. Bamidbar 12:6
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And He said: Listen now to My words! If you should have a prophet, I, Gd, will make Myself known to him in a vision;
in a dream | will speak to him.

4. Zecharyah 10:2
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For idols speak falsehood and sorcerers see lies, and dreams speak emptiness, they comfort with futility...

2:24-36 The Dream

5. Abarbanel Maayan 6 Tamar 1 pg. 308
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Higher influence always flows, but it will be manifest only upon one who prepares himself to receive it. Your thoughts

ascended upon your heart when you lay upon your bed, to know what would be in the end. Will this higher reign

continue in your seed forever, or what will the day bring2 Therefore, Gd, who reveals secrets, informed you of what

would be in the end; when your thoughts wander in this, you are prepared to receive this influence.

6. Abarbanel Maayan é Tamar 1 pg. 308
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| will not reveal the meaning in public, before everyone, as | did with the dream. | will tell it to the king in private, in

'the secret of the step.' Daniel said this because he knew that the explanation would not be favourable, for it would

speak of the destruction of Babylon and the change of empires.

Hesiod's 8™ century BCE Myth of the Ages

2:37-45 The Interpretation
7. Yirmiyahu 27:6

37297 12 °AN3 77T N30 DY 031 072 932 771 TIRITII T2 AR NIXINT 72 1Y OANI I
...I have given all of these lands into the hands of My servant, Nevuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and the beasts of the
field I have put into his hands, too, to serve him.



8. lbn Ezra to 2:43
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'Mixing' because they take the daughters of the nations, as the Persians take the Babylonians... And they do not resemble

each other in form, dress, food or custom, and they also disagree in their laws.

Who are the four kingdoms?

Gold Silver Copper Iron and Clay Stone
Rashi, Midrash Babylon Medea/Persia Greece Rome Mashiach

Rav Saadia Babylon Medea/Persia Greece Rome and Mashiach

Gaon, Yishmael
Abarbanel

Ilbn Ezra Babylon Medea/Persia Greece/Rome Yishmael and Mashiach

remnant kings
Rav Medan Babylon Medea/Persia Alexander's Diadochi Greece | Chashmonaim
Greece

9. Rabbi Judah Loew, Maharal, Ner Mitzvah 1

,'7 0 nraona '[3771 JXNART N ANORS 072 whw MM T 71D , 72 OIPNR R TNNGT 17 RYPM VARG 17 23107 TR RIAW 127
SYXANT 1 OORXPT NI T TA1D

That which is One is the centre, and that which leaves the one is described as four, for the four directions in which one

departs from the centre. Thus the empires are four, parallel to the four directions leaving the centre.

The purpose of these events

10. Abarbanel Maayan é Tamar 1 pg. 308
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Daniel said all this in his humility... But the true reason was as | have mentioned, to inform Nevuchadnezzar that he,

too, would be destroyed. As he did to the kings of Judea and Jerusalem, so will be done to him and to Babylon, head

of his empire.

The purpose of recording this chapter

11. Abarbanel Maayan 6 Tamar 2 pg. 310
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What emerges from this story is to know the perfection of Daniel in prophecy and revelation of secrets and depths, and

that he was the reason why Nevuchadnezzar came to believe that HaShem is the Gd above gods, Master of masters,

revealer of secrets. He was also the reason why the Babylonian sages were saved from Nevuchadnezzar, cruel king,

and he was the reason why his friends, Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah ascended to greatness and honour. Also,

from this story we learned great hope for our success and redemption.

Chapter 3: What was the statue?

12. An Idol?
e For They refuse to bow; The language in 3:12, 3:14, 3:18
e Against No god is mentioned; Connection to the previous story

13. A Statue in honour of Nevuchadnezzar?
e For Explains omission of any god
e Against They refuse to bow; The language in 3:12, 3:14, 3:18; No connection to previous story



14.Talmud, Pesachim 53b
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What did Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah see, that they gave themselves to the fiery furnace for the sanctity of the
Name? They deduced from the frogs to themselves. The frogs were not commanded regarding the sanctity of the Name,
and yet it says, "They will ascend into your house... and your ovens and your dough." When is dough beside the oven?
When the oven is hotl We are commanded regarding the sanctity of the Name, how much more so!

15. Tosafot, Pesachim 53b 182 1

7T 09%7 N9 %P MINAKR 129DR 1YY M0R? 21 X079 R1YY 221097 (LY A7) PITAI0 J1°p0nY M X019 RIT WP

02X77 199 RINIR N9 7KL 220577 ¥RWn 191 IR 7371 INKRP T2 MRV 7207 WYY RYITIOR KOR 707 1Y IRD X170121 WYY

P21 1721 9919R (232 M2IND) NI IR JINRT KT DY 211 DRI 1711 097 0N RR9RY T RIORT ¥awn 101 KD RATTT

MW M2 RPW IRD 732 WO " OW ONR RY WYD WL 171 17 200w v 10 mn 1Y ORY RRDED 0D 70 DRYn
JIRY MIRD 173 (LAY PITI0) PRMA INRTI DRNIT WYY 13 MN22 00127 1 AwynT oTp

This is difficult; their case was public, and Sanhedrin 74a concludes that everyone agrees that one must surrender

himself [to death] to avoid public desecration, even for a light mitzvah!

Rabbeinu Tam explained: This idol was not an idol, but a monument for his own honour...

Ri explained: The Talmud's question was what they saw that caused them not to flee...

16. Abarbanel, Maayan é Tamar 3 (pg. 312)
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The entire statue, head to toe, was of gold, demonstrating that all empires to come after him and reign over the world
would be from his descendants and the Babylonian Empire, and not only the head, but also the arms and thighs and
loins. And so he instructed that they gather from all of the nations and tongues throughout his empire, and that all would
fall and bow before that idol, to hint that they would be humbled and conquered before his reign, eternally. Therefore,
this was performed with music, like a king's coronation... Our sages understood that the statue was a memorial for his
god, as a matter of idolatry; | have come to explain the text.

17.Rav Yaakov Medan's twist: Bereishit 11:1-4

3:8-12 Attack on the Jews

18.Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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Three plotted: Gd, Daniel and Nevuchadnezzar. Gd said, "Let Daniel leave, lest people say they were saved in his

merit." Daniel said, "l will leave, lest 'Burn their idols in fire' be fulfilled with me." Nevuchadnezzar said, "Let Daniel

leave, lest people say, 'He burns his god in fire."

19. Abarbanel, Maayan é Tamar 3 (pg. 313)
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The tale-bearers hit upon an opportunity, seeing Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah in the act; when the music was heard
and all fell on their faces and bowed toward the statue, they saw that Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah did not bow,
and they conveyed their tale. They did not speak about Daniel because they did not see him... And because of this
haste, Daniel did not know of it; he found out only after the miracle. Perhaps the king also hastened to act before Daniel
would find out, lest he come to ask for mercy before Nevuchadnezzar or before Gd.



