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4:4-5 Getting a picture of Devorah
1. Talmud, Megilah 14a
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Who were the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam, Devorah, Chanah, Avigayil, Chuldah and Esther.

2. Radak to Shoftim 4:4
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They say that this is Barak ben Avinoam; barak [lightning] and /apidot [torches] are similar in meaning.

3. Radak to Shoftim 4:6
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“And she sent” — If she was his wife, she had separated from him since the start of her prophecy, sitting beneath the
palm, and now she sent for him in order to tell him the prophecy spoken by Gd.

4. Talmud, Megilah 14a
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What is “woman of /gpidof'? She made wicks for use in the Temple.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 4:4
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“Prophetess” demonstrated the perfection of her intellect and her readiness [for prophecy], to the point that the prophetic

spirit rested upon her. “Woman of /apidof’ demonstrated that she was a mighty woman, with very strong and energetic

deeds, like a fiery torch.

6. Talmud, Megilah 14a
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Why “the palm of Devorah”2 Rabbi Shimon ben Avshalom said: Because of seclusion. Alternatively: Just as this date

palm has only one heart, so Israel of that time had only one heart, for their Father in Heaven.

7. Talmud, Megilah 14b
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Regarding the wasp it says, “And she sent for Barak” — and she did not go to him.

8. Talmud, Berachot 10a
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Chizkiyah said, “Let Yeshayah come to me, for Eliyahu went to Achav.” Yeshayah said, “Let Chizkiyah come to me, for

Yehoram ben Achav went to Elisha.”...

9. Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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‘A sage who is arrogant loses his wisdom’ from Hillel... ‘A prophet [who is arrogant] loses his prophecy’ from Devorah,

as seen in 5:7 and then 5:12.



4:6-9 The Plan
10. Supplement 5:14-18

11.Radak to Shoftim 4:6
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This is not the first of her words. Rather, she first said other things, and the text here selected the focus of her words, the
part which was necessary. Similarly, “Did you not hear, my daughter (Ruth 2:8).”

12. Abarbanel to Shoftim 4:8
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He did not say this as one who doubted her prophecy, or as one who would violate the words of a prophet. But because
Israel were afraid and terrified of Sisera’s forces, and his chariots and masses, Barak saw that even should he summon
Zevulun and Naftali to war, they would not go with him and they would not believe his words. They would consider it
risky. Therefore, he told Devorah to go with him, to strengthen the heart of Israel when they would see the prophetess
who had commanded this beside him. They would believe that this was the word of Gd, and that he was doing it for
this reason and not after his own heart. Therefore, Devorah did not descend with him to battle, from the mountain...

13. Metzudat David to Shoftim 4:9
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The glory given to a military officer comes from one of two things: (1) Demonstrating his courage by going to war
fearlessly, or (2) Triumphing — himself or one of his soldiers — in defeating the greatest of the opposing warriors. Therefore
she said, “Will Sisera not be killed by a woman,” who is Yael, wife of Chever, the Keini... And therefore, if you will
also fear to go to war without me, then along this path you walk you will never have any of the glory which would befit
you as a military officer. There will be nothing for which to glorify you.



