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1. Talmud, Shabbat 86b-87b
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2. Shemot 19:11
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And be prepared for the third day, for on the third day, Gd will descend before the eyes of the entire nation, upon
Mount Sinai.

3. Shemot 19:15-16
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And he said to the nation: Be prepared for three days... And it was, on the third day, in the morning...

4. Possible dates for Shavuot

Nisan 29, lyar 29 14+29+7=50 7'h of Sivan
Nisan 30, lyar 29 15+29+6=50 6th of Sivan
Nisan 29, lyar 30 14+30+6=50 6th of Sivan
Nisan 30, lyar 30 15+30+5=50 5th of Sivan

Moshe battles the malachim

5. Talmud, Shabbat 88b-89a
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moshe ascended to Heaven, the ministering malachim said before Gd: Master

of the Universel Why is there one who is born of woman among us?

He told them: He has come to accept the Torah.

The malachim said before Him: This hidden treasure, which was hidden with You for 974 generations before the

world was created — now You wish to give it to flesh and blood? ‘What is Man that You remember him, the son of

Man that You recall him2 (Tehillim 8:5) Gd, our Master, how great is Your Name in all the land! Place Your glory

upon the Heavens! (Tehillim 8:2)’

Gd said to Moshe: Answer them!

He replied: Master of the Universe, | fear that they may burn me with the vapour of their mouths!

He told him: Hold on to My Throne of glory, and answer them...

He said: Master of the Universe! This Torah that You are giving me, what is written in it2

“I am Hashem your Gd, who took you out of Egypt.”

Moshe said to them: Did you ever descend to Egypt? Were you slaves to Pharaoh? Why would you need Torah?

[Moshe said to Gd:] What else is written in it2

“You shall not have the gods of others.”

Moshe said to them: Do you live among the nations, who worship idolatry?




[Moshe said to Gd:] What else is written in it2

“Remember the day of Shabbat, to sanctify it.”

Moshe said to them: Do you perform work, such that you should need to halt2

[Moshe said to Gd:] What else is written in it2

“You shall not take Gd's Name in vain.”

Moshe said to them: Do you engage in commerce?

[Moshe said to Gd:] What else is written in it2

“Honour your father and mother.”

Moshe said to them: Do you have a father and mother?

[Moshe said to Gd:] What else is written in it2

“You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.”

Moshe said to them: Do you have jealousy among yourselves? Do you have a desire for evil among yourselves?
Immediately they admitted that Gd was right, as Tehillim 8:10 says, “Gd, our Master, how great is Your Name, etc.”
but it does not say, “Place Your glory upon the Heavens.”

6. Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Chatam Sofer to Shabbat 88b
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You have no sense and understanding of physicality, but human beings grasp all worlds, and many of them have
merited to study the Heavenly chariot! Torah suits humanity, who grasp all worlds, higher and lower, as opposed to
malachim. This is the meaning of “Hold on to My Throne of glory and answer them,” meaning, so that they will see
and comprehend that you hold the highest Throne of glory. Also: Answer them, “Did you ever descend to Egypte”
Meaning, “I grasp from the Throne of glory to the lowest realm, unlike you.”...

The gifts of Avraham

7. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 28:1
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At that moment the ministering malachim wished to strike Moshe. Gd gave Moshe a face resembling Avraham, and

Gd said to them, “Are you not embarrassed before him? Is this not the one to whom you descended, and in whose

home you ate?”

Gd said to Moshe: The Torah was given to you only in the merit of Avraham, as Tehillim 68:19 says, “You took gifts
ba’adom,” and adam here is a reference only to Avraham, as Yehoshua 14:15 says, “The great adam among the
giants.”...

Manners matter!

8. Talmud, Shabbat 89a
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moshe ascended to Heaven, he found Gd tying crowns upon the letters.

Gd said, “Moshe, is there no greeting in your city2”

Moshe said before Gd, “Is there a servant who greets his master [first]2”

He replied, “You should have assisted Me.”




