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3:12-30 — Eglon of Moav and Ehud ben Gera (continued)
1. Malbim to 3:25-26
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There is a difference between mitmahmeiah, bosheish and eichar:

o Mitmahmeiah is the opposite of haste; not hurrying and energetic, but delaying;

o Bosheish is to take longer than is appropriate;

e Me‘acheiris to be later than an appointed time.
At first they waited, delaying, for they thought he was using the washroom, and it is normal for that to cause delay. But
then, when it began to take longer than the appropriate time, they opened with a key.
But Ehud fled already as “they delayed”, the length of time for delay for the appropriate time [of waiting]. He did not
think they would take longer than the appropriate time, and he rushed to flee while they would delay for the appropriate
time.

The Philistines and Shamgar ben Anat
2. Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews V 4:3 (Whiston translation)
After him Shamgar, the son of Anath, was elected for their governour; but died in the first year of his government.

3. Ralbag to 3:31
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And it did not enumerate how many years he saved Israel. It appears that this was not a complete salvation, for the text

stated that the Jews had already continued to perform evil in Gd's eyes after the death of Ehud. Shamgar’s period must

have been included in the twenty years when Yavin, King of Canaan, oppressed Israel powerfully.

4. Malbim to 3:31
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And all of this was a small salvation, such that this period was like the first part of the book’s introduction (2:17), “And

they also did not listen to their judges.” This is why it did not say for him, “And he judged Israel”.

Introducing Devorah!

5. Outline of Chapters 4-5
e 4:1-5 — Introductions
e 4:69 —The plan of Devorah and Barak
e 4:10-16 — Initial attack, and rout
o 4:17-22 - The downfall of Sisera
o 4:23-24 - The aftermath
e 5:1-5 - Introduction to the poem
e 5:6-8 — The bad old days
e 5:9-23 - War and victory
o 5:24-27 — Yael's victory
e 5:28-31 - Sisera’s mother




6. Bereishit 9:18-25
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And the sons of Noach who emerged from the boat were Shem, Cham and Yefet. And Cham was the father of Canaan...

And Cham, father of Canaan, saw the ervah of his father, and he told his two brothers, outside... And Noach awoke

from his wine, and he knew what his young son had done to him. And he said: Cursed is Canaan, he shall be a slave

of slaves to his brethren.

7. In the days of our ancestors Bereishit 15:13-16; Bereishit 24:3, 28:1; Bereishit 34

8. Devarim 9:5
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Not due to your righteousness and the straightness of your heart do you come to take their land, but due to the wickedness
of these nations does your G-d take them from before you...

9. Vayikra 18:3
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Like the deeds of the Land of Egypt, in which you dwelled, you shall not do. And like the deeds of the Land of Canaan,
to which | bring you, you shall not do, and you shall not walk in their ways.

10. In the midbar Bamidbar 14:40-45; Bamidbar 21:1-3

11. Midrash, Sifra Acharei Mot 8:12b:4

YD KD WID PR awvno" M Thn 0havIdn 17 N0 QTPwYR 12°YNTW NINIRD T2IR AN Now 7IN
How do we know that no nation made their ways more foevah than the Canaanites? Thus it says, “And like the deeds
of the Land of Canaan you shall not do”...

12. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 157
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“You shall place” - If he dies, appoint another in his place. “A king,” and not a queen... And we do not appoint a
woman as parnas over the community.

13. Ramban to Shevuot 30a
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“She judged Israel” means that she led by her word, and they acted based on her advice, like a queen. Although the

Sifri says, “You shall place upon yourself a king, and not a queen,” they accorded her the [dictatorial] status of a queen.

Alternatively, they accepted her words willingly.



