Job, Week 61: 40:1-24 — Enter the Behemoth

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
TORAH MITZION

Chapter 40 BEIT MIDRASH
1. Outline

e 40:1-5 Answer Me!

o 40:6-14 How about you try to run the world?

o 40:15-24 The Behemoth
o 40:25-41:26 The leviathan

2. Metzudat David to 40:2
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Will you, who quarrels with Gd, accept rebuke from His words?

3. Metzudat David to 40:4
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| recognize that | am an extreme lightweight, and | have not learned wisdom, to know that all is a result of Divine
supervision. What could | answer You? For there is no reply in my mouth.

4. lbn Ezra to 40:6
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And when Gd finished rebuking him, Job was silent. Gd replied, saying, “Why do you not answer2” And Job replied

inappropriately, “l will not respond.” Then Gd said to him, “Since you will not admit the truth, and you think that you

are wise, | will question you, and you will tell me...”

5. Metzudat David to 40:5
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The “one” is that which | said in the beginning of my words, to challenge You for giving everything to the constellations.
| spoke then, but I will not reply further to Your words to strengthen my position, for now | see that You have not given it
to the constellations, but all is in Your hands... But regarding the “two” questions | asked - if all is by Divine supervision,
why does bad befall the righteous and good befall the wicked — | don’t know an answer to them yet, but | will not persist
in asking because | am afraid to second-guess You.

6. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pg. 248

Since Job appears to be hard of hearing, G-d simply repeats the message, louder and more slowly... If the first speech
employed the sublime mode of repetitive excess, the second employs that of exorbitance. But no more than in the first
speech will these images be translated into conceptual discourse. Only primary images can evoke the necessary
recognition and emotional response.

7. Metzudat David to 40:13
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Decree that they be laid low, humbled and crushed, and see if your decree is fulfilled.

Meet the Behemoth and Leviathan

8. Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: Gd created everything in His world male and female, including the “beam leviathan”
and the “curved leviathan”; He created them male and female, and were they to mate they would destroy the entire
world. What did Gd do? He neutered the male and slaughtered the female and salted her away for the righteous for
the future, as it says, “And He killed the fanin in the sea.” Also the “behemoth on a thousand mountains” He created
male and female, and were they to mate they would destroy the entire world. What did Gd do? He neutered the male
and chilled the female and kept her for the righteous in the future, as it says, “Behold, his strength [remains] in his loins,”
this is the male, “And its strength in the muscles of its belly,” this is the female.

9. Maharal to Bava Batra 74b
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You should not say that the sages thought that the Leviathan, with its size and all that the sages said, was a physical
entity, and that there will be an act of physical eating, as we eat fish. Gd-forbid, to say that such sages would have
spoken thus, for their statements here included that its eyes blaze like the dawn, and further along they said that Gd
would spread its hide over the walls of Jerusalem, and its radiance would shine from one of the world to the other! From
those one can learn that the Leviathan is not material, like our living things. For “behemoth on a thousand mountains,”
too, it is not material at all. Rather, the level of these entities is like the fruit of the Garden of Eden...

10. Metzudat David to 40:15
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If, in truth, | have created such amazing creatures that none can stand before them, then who could stand before Me,
to prevent Me from providing reward...

11.Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:23
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And most of that lengthy speech is in describing the Leviathan, which includes physical abilities that are scattered among

living things which walk, crawl and fly. The intent in all of this was that we cannot comprehend the creation of these

entities, which are found in the world of existence and decay...

12. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pg. 252

Job, as was clear from chapters 29-31, laid claim to an essential continuity between himself and G-d. Knowing himself
as embodiment and upholder of the order of moral values, he knows G-d... Here the nonmoral and nonrational aspects
of deity are highlighted. Knowing Leviathan, one knows something of the monstrous that is its own reflection of the
numinous [=spiritual], wholly otherness of G-d.

13. Rashi to 40:19
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From the beginning it was created, head of the beasts. Its Creator — Gd personally — will slaughter it.



