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Job, a love Story
1. What do we know of Gd, from the Book of Job?

2. Two stories of troubled love: Job and Song of Songs

e From Gd to human Job 1:8 Song of Songs 4:1-7
e From human to Gd Job 1:5 Song of Songs 5:10-16
o Conflict Job 67 Song of Songs 5:2-5
e Seeking Gd Job 9-10 Song of Songs 5:6
e Harassment by others Job 19 Song of Songs 5:7
o Defense of the Beloved Job 13,26  Song of Songs 5:9-16
e Reunion Job 37-42 Song of Songs 2

The first speech: Chapters 38-39

3. Outline
e 38:13 Introduction
e 38:4-15 Founding of the world
o 38:1624 Knowledge of the world
o 38:2538 Power over the storm

o 38:39-39:30 Power over the beasts

4. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pp. 239-240

As pointed out in the discussion of Chapters 29-31, Job's rhetoric repeatedly inscribes G-d into his speech as warrant
and model for his conduct and his moral world (31:2-4, 6, 14-15, 23, 28). Divine and human beings occupy the
same familiar territory. By contrast, the rhetorical questions addressed to Job by G-d (Where were you2 Can you? Do
you know?) eliminate him from presence, participation, or knowledge of the foundation and maintenance of the
cosmos even as they address him.

5. Ralbag, Summary of Chapters 38-39
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This vision is associated with the whirlwind because when prophets experience prophecy, a screen separates them

due to their physicality, keeping them from fully receiving the Divine influence.

6. Midrash, Mechilta d’'Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 14:24
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When Gd struck Job, He only struck him from the whirlwind, as in Job 9:17. And when Gd healed him, He healed

him only from the whirlwind...

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 16a
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Rabbah said: Job blasphemed with a whirlwind and with a whirlwind they responded to him. With a whirlwind he

blasphemed, "He would break me with a whirlwind." He said: Master of the Universe, perhaps a whirlwind passed

before You and You became confused between /yov (21K) and Oyev (22X)! And they responded to him with a

whirlwind, "And Gd replied to Job from the whirlwind."



8. Metzudat David to 38:2
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Who is this whose heart would darken and declare foolish My counsel in managing the world?

9. Rashi to 38:2
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Who is this who darkens counsel and corrupts with words and long speeches, for | wrote at the start of the book, “a
complete and righteous man”, placing My name upon him...

10. Metzudat David to 38:7
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Do you lack the insight to know this, as though you had been there and seen that all of them were humbled before
Me, and My reverence was upon them...

11.Talmud, Bava Batra 16a
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| created many drops in the clouds, and for each drop | created a unique mold, so that no two drops would emerge
from the same mold. If two drops would emerge from the same mold, they would ruin the land and it would not
produce fruit. | did not confuse two drops, would | have confused /yov and Oyei®... | created many thunderclaps in
the clouds, and for each thunderclap | created a unique path, so that no two thunderclaps would emerge from the
same path. If two thunderclaps would emerge from the same path, they would destroy the would. | did not confuse two
thunderclaps, would | have confused /yovand Oye®...

12. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pg. 240

The one point at which their geographies overlap is in the reference to the “waste and desolate” land (30:3b; 38:25-
27). Yet nothing underscores the incommensurate nature of their perceptions more than their construals of this common
space...

13. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 11b-12a
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"In the 600t year of Noach's life, the second month, the 17t of the month" — Rabbi Yehoshua said: It was the 17t of
lyar, when the mazal of the Pleiades sets during the day and the springs shrink. Because they altered their deeds, Gd
altered Creation and elevated the mazal of the Pleiades during the day, and took two stars from the Pleiades and
brought a flood to the world...

14.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 26a
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Reish Lakish said: When | went the boundary of Kan Nishraya, they called a bride ninfi and a rooster sechvi...



