Job, Week 57: Chapters 36-37: Elihu’s Conclusion R
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1. Metzudat David to 36:31-33
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The water that comes from the heavenly store, with which He judged the Flood generation, with that same water He
provides food in surplus. He performs two opposites with one entity.

2. Metzudat David to 36:32
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It will also happen that He will cover the rain upon the clouds, and it is imprisoned within and it will not be emptied out
upon the ground, and then He will instruct it fo descend due to the prayers of the righteous one.

3. Metzudat David to 36:33
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It will also happen that His thunder will inform of rain and indicate it is nearing, but the Divine wrath incurred by the

human inhabitants will ascend above due to [their?] evil, cancelling it, and rain will not come.

4. Metzudat David to 37:1
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Even with the Divine wonders He performs when rain descends, even though this is the smallest of His deeds...

5. Metzudat David to 37:3
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He sends forth the sound directly, beneath the entire heaven... And He sends then the light of His lightning across the

entire earth. For lightning emerges at the instant that thunder does, as naturalists have researched.

6. Metzudat David to 37:4
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The sound of the roar He thunders in His might is heard to the ear after the lightning is seen, even though the sound also
travels a straight path.

7. Metzudat David to 37:7
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He seals all people from knowing in advance when the rain will arrive... to spur each worker to complete his work
before the rain comes...

8. Metzudat David to 37:8
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The beast knows of rain before it comes, and comes beforehand to its den where it dwells and lays in wait to tear prey,
and it resides in its dwelling.

9. Metzudat David to 37:11
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Even when the air is clear and there is no natural cause for rain, He will bring the cloud, filling it with the weight of
great water, and it will scatter its rain...

10. Metzudat David to 37:13 (based on Taanit 8b)
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Sometimes He reverses, sending rain to punish creatures; when they sin, it descends in valleys and depressions, where
rain is harmful. Sometimes He reverses, sending rain to the land of Gd, meaning to the place where people are “of
Gd”, humble before Him, for whom rain has been decreed. Sometimes He reverses, sending rain with greater generosity
than was decreed. This is when only a litfle rain was decreed, and then they improved, and He will perform great
kindness by sending the rain to the place where it is needed most...

11. Metzudat David to 37:18
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Did you spread out with Gd the heavens, which are strong like a woman’s molten mirror, which is stronger than one

made by hammering2 Or strong in their shine, like just-melted metal, which shines greatly?

12. Rashi to 37:23
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He will not oppress His creatures too much, and so He will not oppress the righteous one too much, in ways that are
unbearable, but only to a person “according to the gifts of his hand.”

13. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 232

The more serious question, however, is whether the genre can be properly urged upon a person in pain or even whether
it can properly be spoken by a person in pain. Is its displacement of everything else except the sense of wonder before
the creative power of G-d an evasion, a looking away?... [Tlhe question must remain whether or not that displacement
evades the full moral demand of Job's situation.

14.Talmud, Berachot 7b-8a
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Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai: What is the meaning of “And me, my prayer to You, Gd, at a time of

desire”2 When is a “time of desire”2 When the community prays.

Rabbi Yosi, son of Rabbi Chanina said: It is from “So declares Gd: In the time of desire | answered you.”

Rabbi Acha, son of Rabbi Chanina said: It is from “Gd, the mighty He will not reject.” And “He rescued my soul in

peace from the battle against me, for many were with me.”

15. Talmud, Taanit 11a
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When a person passes on to his world, all of his deeds are specified before him, and they say to him, “You did this, in
this place, on this day,” and he says, “Yes.” And they say to him, “Sign,” and he signs, as Job 37:7 says, “With the
hand of each person He will sign.” Further, each person justifies the verdict, saying, “They have judged me well,”
fulfilling Psalms 51:6, “So that You will be justified in Your words.”

16. The traditional Prayer for Rain, with Artscroll translation
0N W 2w DRIR 72 AR
AfBri is designated as the name of the angel of rain

17. A Pesach/Job thought: When lyov Left Egypt
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm /855411 /rabbi-mordechai-torczyner/when-iyov-leftegypt/



