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1:1-21 The wars of Yehudah/Shimon (continued)

1. Radakto 1:19
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Even though Gd was with them in conquering the mountain-dwellers, they could not conquer the valley-dwellers, for they

had iron chariots. The true reason was that Gd left them there to test Israel, as 3:1-4 says, “Gd left them to test Israel.”

2. Ralbagto 1:19
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You should know that if Gd had promised to help them in another place, aside from that war, it would not have said,

“They could not conquer the valley-dwellers”, for nothing can prevent Gd from rescuing, whether against many or few.

But we don't find Gd promising victory to Yehudah beyond his boundaries... And this war was in Shimon’s border.

3. Why does Binyamin not settle Yerushalayim?
e This is part of the lack of conquest (Malbim)
e The Yevusi are protected by the covenant of Avimelech (Rashi, and see Sotah 9b-10q)

1:22-29 The wars of Menasheh and Ephraim
4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 69:8
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A luz tree stood at the entrance to the cave. It was a hollow /uz, and through the /uz people entered the cave, and via
the cave to the city.

5. Talmud, Sotah 46b
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This is Luz where they dye fechelet, this is Luz to which Sancherev arrived and he did not transfer its population, and
Nevuchadnezzar came and he did not destroy it. Even the malach of death has no permission to traverse there; its
elders, when they grow disgusted [with life], leave its walls and die. By logical extension: If this Canaanite, who didn't
even speak or walk, rescued himself and his descendants for all generations, how much more so for one who escorts
with his legs!

1:30-36 Other tribes
6. Malbim to 1:30
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It lists all of the tribes in the order of their lots, for after Yosef's family, Zevulun, Asher, Naftali and Dan received theirs.
(For Shimon and Yissachar conquered their portions.)

7. Divrei haYamim | 7:4-5
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Structure of Perek 2

2:1-5 A visit with a malach?!

2:6-10 Re-cap: The end of the previous generation
2:11-23 The Shoftim Spiral




2:1-5 A visit with a Malach?!

8. Daat Mikra, Introduction to the first unit of Shoftim, pg. 2
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The time of this rebuking prophet was, apparently, after the war of Kishon (Chap. 4-5), for his rebuke was geared

toward the situation described at the end of Chapter 1, such as the Canaanites in the valleys of Beit She’an and Yizre'el,

which the Jews set for tribute rather than conquer them. Before the war of Kishon the Jews did not have the means of

putting the Canaanites of Beit She’an, Megiddo and the rest of the valley cities to tribute, and certainly not to conquer

them...

9. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 1:1
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"And the malach of Gd arose from Gilgal to the Bochim" — Was he a malach? He was Pinchas! Why do they call him

a malach?! Rather, Rabbi Simon said: When Pinchas experienced Divine inspiration, his face burned like torches.

10. Examples Chaggai 1:13, Malachi 2:7, Yehoshua 6:23, Yehoshua 7:22

11.Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 2:42
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We have already clarified that whenever sighting or speech of a malach is mentioned, this is truly a prophetic vision or
dream, whether explicitly stated or not; all are the same.

12.Ralbag to 2:1
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This malach was a prophet; it is not possible that a malach of Gd would speak to the masses together like this.

13. Talmud, Sanhedrin 82a-b
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[Zimri] said to [Moshe]: Son of Amram! Is this one prohibited or permitted2 And if you say she is prohibited, who

permitted for you the daughter of Yitro®?...

The ministering malachim wanted to shove [Pinchas]; G-d said to them: Leave him be, he is a zealot, son of a zealot, a

calmer of rage, son of a calmer of rage.

The tribes mocked him: Have you seen this ben Puti, the son whose maternal grandfather fattened [pifem] calves for

idolatry, and now he has killed a prince of Israell The text came and listed his lineage: Pinchas son of Elazar son of

Aharon the kohen.

14. From Gilgal to Bochim
o 4:19-20 First camp, twelve stones
e Chapter 10 Gathering after the wars
e Chapter 18 Fourteen years of hosting the Mishkan



