Job, Week 55: Chapters 35-36: Elihu’s Third and Fourth Speeches .

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ‘ﬁ‘ TORAH MITZION

1. Job 35:14 Psalms 37:7

2. Job35:15
e Rashi: Gd has punished few of your sins, as though He doesn’t know about the great amount (5) remaining
e lbn Ezra: Job has become angry for nothing, not knowing how much reward (@) is stored away for him
e |bn Ezra: Job has not hoped for Gd, in his rage, and so Gd knows nothing of Job’s many (¥5) words

Other items
3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:4
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Alternatively, "The end of all flesh"
Job 35: "Because of the multitudinous acts of corruption they cause crying; they wail because of the arm of the many."
e "Because of the multitudinous acts of corruption they cause crying," these are the victims of corruption.
e "They wail because of the arm of the many," these are the agents of corruption.
e These outnumber these, and these outnumber these. These outnumber these in financial chamas, and these
outnumber these in verbal chamas, until their verdict is sealed.
And because they were flooded in theft, they were wiped from the world.

4. Talmud, Eruvin 18b
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Rabbi Yirmiyah ben Elazar said: Any house in which Torah is heard at night will not be ruined, as it says, “And he did
not [need to] say, ‘Where is the Gd who made me,” because he gave forth songs in the night.”

5. Talmud, Eruvin 100b
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“He teaches us from the beasts” is the mule, which kneels when it passes urine, “And gives us wisdom from the birds”

is the rooster... Rabbi Yochanan said: If the Torah had not been given, we would learn privacy from the cat, theft from

the ant, and morality from the dove...

The Fourth Speech
6. What Elihu has said so far
e Gd sends messages, via dreams and harm (#1)
e Gd's benevolence to society shows Gd is not destructive, and is just (#2)
e Gd responds to the way you treat other people, so there is benefit to being good (#3)
e Repent! Acknowledge your deeds, express regret and accept that you will not repeat it (#1-2)

7. Structure

o 36:1-4 I'm not done yet
e 36:5-15 Gd communicates by protecting and punishing as appropriate
o 36:1621 The suffering Gd inflicts saves people from worse suffering

e 36:22-37:13 Gd is mighty beyond our understanding, as exemplified in storms
o 37:1424 Job, what do you actually know of Gd?



8. Rashito 36:9
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Elihu’s words are fully of consolation, not attacks. Do not worry about suffering; if you are righteous, the suffering benefits
you.

9. Talmud, Megilah 13b
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“He will not ‘reduce’ from the righteous His eyes” — As reward for Rachel’s privacy, she merited to produce Shaul. As
reward for Shaul’s privacy, he merited to produce Esther. What was Rachel’s privacy? Bereishit 29:12 says, “And
Yaakov told Rachel that he was her father’s brother” — Was he her father’s brother2 He was the son of her father’s sister!
Rather: He said, ‘Marry me.” She said, ‘I would, but my father is a plotter, and you cannot beat him.” He said to her, ‘I
am his brother in trickery... and what would be his plot2’ She said, ‘I have an older sister, and he will not marry me off
before her.” He gave her cues. That night, Rachel said, ‘My sister will be shamed!’ She gave the cues to her sister. Thus
Bereishit 29:25 says, “And in the morning, she was Leah” — Was she not Leah until now? But because of the cues Rachel
gave to Leah, he did not know until now...

10.  Talmud, Zevachim 102a
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When they assign greatness to someone, they give it to him and his children for all generations, as in Job 36:7. But if

he becomes arrogant, Gd lowers him, as in Job 36:8.

11. Metzudat David to 36:10
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And thus He opens their ear to receive rebuke, as though He had told them to return from the evil they had begun to
practice. If they do this, it will be considered good for them.

12. Talmud, Menachot 99b-100a
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See that the traits of Gd are not like those of flesh and blood. A person seduces another from life to death, but Gd

seduces a person from death to life, as in, “He seduces you from the mouth of tzar" — from Gehennom which has a

narrow [#zar] mouth, its smoke stored up inside it.

13. Metzudat David to 36:19-20
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Should your strength be arrayed and established without any suffering, strong blows and mighty suffering first2 If one

were to have perpetual good, he would kick out at Gd due to his plenty, and be lost forever. Do not desire the black

trouble which befalls idolaters, causing them to leave this world...



