Job, Week 54: Chapters 34-35: Elihu’s Second and Third Speeches .
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BEIT MIDRASH

34:31-33 This is what teshuvah looks like, Part 2
1. Rashi to 34:31-32
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It is right and appropriate for all who suffer to say, “I bear and accept and endure Your judgment, and | will not harm
myself.” And the judged must also say, “Aside from what | know to see and understand from Your words, You guide
me. If | have done wrong, | will not persist.”

34:34-37 Addressing the room
2. Metzudat David to 34:36
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My desire is that Job be forever tested with suffering, to see whether he will recant...

A response to Job's claim of injustice
3. The dispute 12:16-25 vs. 34:17-20

4. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 218

[Job] goes on to show how Gd undermines rather than supports effective governance on earth (12:17-25). Elihu takes
his cue from a different discourse about Gd's sovereignty and human political power. In his speech kings, nobles, and
the mighty are not positive figures of necessary human governance but negative or at least ambivalent images of
corruptible power that must be checked by the intervention of Gd.

A twist
5. Talmud, Bava Batra 16b
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“Job does not speak wisely, and his words are not with insight.” Rava said: From here we learn that a person is not
held responsible for his time of pain.

Introduction to Chapter 35
6. Structure

e 3514 Responding to “How will being good help me2”
e 3557 Your conduct doesn’t affect Gd
e 35813 Your deeds affect others, and Gd responds

e 35:14-16 You say Gd doesn’t see, but you should daven to Gd

7. Chapter 22
o 22:1-4 Gd owes you nothing, and will not debate you
o 22:514 You are guilty of abuse and injustice
e 22:1520 Wicked people like you have always been punished
e 22:21-30 Recant and repent!

8. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 210

The legal argument fails because it makes an unwarranted and incorrect analogy - that the relation of Gd to human is
analogous to the relation of one human to another (cf. vv. 6-7 and 8). But to the contrary, a sin against Gd is not like a
tort against a person, nor is righteousness like a benefit conveyed to a fellow...

9. Rashito 35:10
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As in, “You shall not prune your vineyard”, for He cuts off the wicked at night, like Amrafel and his colleagues, and
Egypt and Sancherev.

10. Rashi to 35:11
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He teaches us greater wisdom than the beasts; He has given us status and elevated us above the beasts and birds.

11. Metzudat David, Summary of the Chapter
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When the sinners increase and the righteous one does not protest, he will no longer receive kindness [from Gd].

Therefore, Job will not receive reward for his good deeds, for he did not protest the wicked of the generation

appropriately.

12.Job 35:14 Psalms 37:7

13.Job 35:15
e Rashi: Gd has punished few of your sins, as though He doesn’t know about the great amount (5) remaining
e lbn Ezra: Job has become angry for nothing, not knowing how much reward (@) is stored away for him
e lbn Ezra: Job has not hoped for Gd, in his rage, and so Gd knows nothing of Job’s many (w5) words

Other items
14. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:4
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Alternatively, "The end of all flesh"
Job 35: "Because of the multitudinous acts of corruption they cause crying; they wail because of the arm of the many."
e "Because of the multitudinous acts of corruption they cause crying," these are the victims of corruption.
e "They wail because of the arm of the many," these are the agents of corruption.
e These outnumber these, and these outnumber these. These outnumber these in financial chamas, and these
outnumber these in verbal chamas, until their verdict is sealed.
And because they were flooded in theft, they were wiped from the world.

15.  Talmud, Eruvin 18b
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Rabbi Yirmiyah ben Elazar said: Any house in which Torah is heard at night will not be ruined, as it says, “And he did
not [need to] say, ‘Where is the Gd who made me,” because he gave forth songs in the night.”

16. Talmud, Eruvin 100b
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“He teaches us from the beasts” is the mule, which kneels when it passes urine, “And gives us wisdom from the birds”

is the rooster... Rabbi Yochanan said: If the Torah had not been given, we would learn privacy from the cat, theft from

the ant, and morality from the dove...



