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Jacob's emotional relationship with Leah

1. Genesis 29:16-18
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And Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. And the eyes

of Leah were soft, and Rachel was of pretty features and pretty appearance. And Jacob loved Rachel, and he said, “I

will work for you for seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.”

2. Genesis 29:22-27
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And Laban gathered all of the local people, and he made a feast. And that evening, and he took his daughter Leah and

he brought her to [Jacob], and he came to her. And Laban gave her his maid Zilpah, to his daughter Leah as a maid.

And it was in the morning, and behold, she was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this, that you have done to me?2!

Did | not work with you for Rachel2 Why have you deceived me2!”

And Laban said, “Thus shall not be done in our place, to give the younger before the elder. Complete this week, and

we will give you also this one, for the work you shall do with me for another seven years.”

3. Genesis 29:28-30
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And Jacob did this, and he completed that week, and [Laban] gave him his daughter Rachel, to him as a wife. And

Laban gave his daughter Rachel his maid Bilhah, to her as a maid. And he also came to Rachel, and he loved also

Rachel more than Leah, and he worked for [Laban] for another seven years.

4. Genesis 29:31
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And G-d saw that Leah was hated, and He opened her womb. And Rachel was childless.

Three different approaches

5. Genesis 31:14-16
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And Rachel and Leah answered, and they said to him: Do we have a share and portion in our father’s house anymore?

He thinks of us as strangers, for he has sold us, and he has also eaten our money. For all of the wealth that G-d has

saved from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now, do all that G-d has told you.

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 123a
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“And G-d saw that Leah was hated” — What is “hated”2 If it means “hated” literally, could that be? Regarding non-
kosher animals Genesis 7:8 did not speak of their disgrace, would the text then speak of the disgrace of the righteous?!
Rather, G-d saw that the deeds of Esav were hateful in her eyes, “And He opened her womb.”

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2
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“That Leah was hated” — For she acted like those who are hated. She said she was going to be wedded to the hateful

one, for these were the conditions, that the elder should wed the elder and the younger should wed the younger. She

cried and said, “May it be [G-d's] will that | not fall to the portion of the wicked one.”

8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2
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Rav Huna said: Prayer is so strong that it cancels the [evil] decree; not only this, but she even preceded her sister! And
all shamed her: Sailors shamed her, wayfarers shamed her, even those who sat in wells behind the weaving boards
shamed her, saying, “This Leah is not the same in secret as she is in the open. She appears to be righteous, and she is
not righteous. If she were righteous, she would not have plotted against her sister.”

9. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 70:19
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In the morning, “And behold, she was Leah” — He said to her, “Plotter, daughter of a plotter, at night did | not call

‘Rachel’ and you answered me?!” She said to him, “Is there a teacher without students Didn't your father similarly call

to you ‘Esav’, and you answered him?@”

G-d’s Answer

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2
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Rabbi Chanin cited Rabbi Shemuel son of Rabbi Yitzchak: When our father Jacob saw the actions with which Leah

plotted against her sister, he decided to divorce her. But when G-d answered her with children, he said, “Will | divorce

the mother of these children2”

11.Genesis 30:14-15
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And Reuven went during the wheat harvest, and he found mandrakes in the field and he brought them to his mother

Leah. And Rachel said to Leah: Please give me from your son’s mandrakes.

And [Leah] said to her: Is it a small thing, that you took my husband, and now you will take my son’s mandrakes?

And Rachel said: Therefore, he will lie with you tonight, in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.



