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Background 

Abraham-Sarah Nachor-Milkah 

Isaac-Rebecca Betuel 

Esav/Jacob Rebecca Laban 

Twelve tribes  Leah/Rachel 
 

Jacob’s emotional relationship with Leah 

1. Genesis 29:16-18 

ל הָיתְָה יפְַת־תאַֹר  ינֵּי לֵּאָה רַכּוֹת וְרָחֵּ ל: וְעֵּ ם הַקְטַנהָ רָחֵּ ם הַגְדלָֹה לֵּאָה וְשֵּ י בָנוֹת שֵּ ל וַיאֹמֶר אֶעֱבָדְךָ וּלְלָבָן שְתֵּ וִיפַת מַרְאֶה: וַיאֱֶהַב יעֲַקבֹ אֶת־רָחֵּ

ל בִתְךָ הַקְטַנהָ:   שֶבַע שָניִם בְרָחֵּ

And Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. And the eyes 

of Leah were soft, and Rachel was of pretty features and pretty appearance. And Jacob loved Rachel, and he said, “I 

will work for you for seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.” 

 

2. Genesis 29:22-27 

י הַמָקוֹם וַיעַַשׂ מִשְתֶה: וַיהְִי בָעֶרֶב וַיקִַח אֶת־לֵּאָה בִתוֹ וַיבֵָּא אתָֹהּ  ן לָבָן לָהּ אֶת־זלְִפָה שִפְחָתוֹ וַיאֱֶסףֹ לָבָן אֶת־כָּל־אַנשְֵּ לֶיהָ: וַיתִֵּ לָיו וַיבָאֹ אֵּ לְלֵּאָה אֵּ

ל עָבַדְתִי עִ  ן בִתוֹ שִפְחָה: וַיהְִי בַבקֶֹר וְהִנֵּה־הִוא לֵּאָה וַיאֹמֶר אֶל־לָבָן מַה־זאֹת עָשִׂיתָ לִי הֲלֹא בְרָחֵּ מָךְ וְלָמָה רִמִיתָניִ: וַיאֹמֶר לָבָן לֹא־יֵּעָשֶׂה כֵּ

ת הַצְעִירָה לִפְנֵּי הַבְכִירָה: מַלֵּא שְ  נוּ לָתֵּ רוֹת:בִמְקוֹמֵּ   בֻעַ זאֹת וְנתְִנהָ לְךָ גַם־אֶת־זאֹת בַעֲבדָֹה אֲשֶר תַעֲבדֹ עִמָדִי עוֹד שֶבַע־שָניִם אֲחֵּ
And Laban gathered all of the local people, and he made a feast. And that evening, and he took his daughter Leah and 

he brought her to [Jacob], and he came to her. And Laban gave her his maid Zilpah, to his daughter Leah as a maid. 

And it was in the morning, and behold, she was Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this, that you have done to me?! 

Did I not work with you for Rachel? Why have you deceived me?!”  

And Laban said, “Thus shall not be done in our place, to give the younger before the elder. Complete this week, and 

we will give you also this one, for the work you shall do with me for another seven years.” 

 

3. Genesis 29:28-30 

ל בִתוֹ אֶת־בִלְהָה שִפְחָ וַיעַַשׂ יעֲַקבֹ כֵּּ  ן לָבָן לְרָחֵּ ל בִתוֹ לוֹ לְאִשָה: וַיתִֵּ ל וַיאֱֶהַב  תוֹ לָהּ לְשִפְחָה:ן וַימְַלֵּא שְבֻעַ זאֹת וַיתִֶן־לוֹ אֶת־רָחֵּ וַיבָאֹ גַם אֶל־רָחֵּ

רוֹת: ל מִלֵּאָה וַיעֲַבדֹ עִמוֹ עוֹד שֶבַע־שָניִם אֲחֵּ   גַם־אֶת־רָחֵּ

And Jacob did this, and he completed that week, and [Laban] gave him his daughter Rachel, to him as a wife. And 

Laban gave his daughter Rachel his maid Bilhah, to her as a maid. And he also came to Rachel, and he loved also 

Rachel more than Leah, and he worked for [Laban] for another seven years. 

 

4. Genesis 29:31 

ל עֲקָרָה: ד'וַירְַא   כִּי־שְׂנוּאָה לֵּאָה וַיפְִתַח אֶת־רַחְמָהּ וְרָחֵּ

And G-d saw that Leah was hated, and He opened her womb. And Rachel was childless. 

 

Three different approaches 

5. Genesis 31:14-16 

ית אָבִינוּ: הֲלוֹא נכְָרִיוֹת נחְֶשַבְנוּ לוֹ כִּ  לֶק וְנחֲַלָה בְבֵּ ל וְלֵּאָה וַתאֹמַרְנהָ לוֹ הַעוֹד לָנוּ חֵּ נוּ: כִּי כָל־הָעשֶֹר וַתַעַן רָחֵּ י מְכָרָנוּ וַיאֹכַל גַם־אָכוֹל אֶת־כַּסְפֵּ

אָבִינוּ לָנוּ הוּא וּלְבָ קִ אֲשֶר הִצִיל אֱלֹ ה:קִ נֵּינוּ וְעַתָה כּלֹ אֲשֶר אָמַר אֱלֹים מֵּ לֶיךָ עֲשֵּׂ   ים אֵּ

And Rachel and Leah answered, and they said to him: Do we have a share and portion in our father’s house anymore? 

He thinks of us as strangers, for he has sold us, and he has also eaten our money. For all of the wealth that G-d has 

saved from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now, do all that G-d has told you. 

 

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 123a 

בגנות צדיקים )בראשית ז:ח(, אפשר בגנות בהמה טמאה לא דבר הכתוב  ,אילימא שנואה ממש '?שנואה'מאי  -" ' כי שנואה לאהדוירא "

  ".ויפתח את רחמה" ,ששנואין מעשה עשו בפניה ב"האלא ראה הק ?!דבר הכתוב



“And G-d saw that Leah was hated” – What is “hated”? If it means “hated” literally, could that be? Regarding non-

kosher animals Genesis 7:8 did not speak of their disgrace, would the text then speak of the disgrace of the righteous?! 

Rather, G-d saw that the deeds of Esav were hateful in her eyes, “And He opened her womb.” 

 

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2 

 ,שהיתה אומרת להנשא לשונא, שכך היו התנאים שיהא גדול נושא לגדולה והקטן נושא לקטנה ,שעשתה כמעשה השנואים "כי שנואה לאה"

 ."יהי רצון שלא אפול בחלקו של רשע"והיתה בוכה ואומרת 
“That Leah was hated” – For she acted like those who are hated. She said she was going to be wedded to the hateful 

one, for these were the conditions, that the elder should wed the elder and the younger should wed the younger. She 

cried and said, “May it be [G-d’s] will that I not fall to the portion of the wicked one.” 

 

8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2 

מהלכי  ,מפרשי ימים היו סונטין בה :והיו הכל סונטין בה !יטלה את הגזירה, ולא עוד אלא שקדמה לאחותהא"ר הונא קשה היא התפלה שב

אילו  ,נראה צדיקת ואינה צדיקת ,לאה זו אין סתרה כגלויה"והיו אומרים  ,אף הגתיות מאחורי הקורים היו סונטין בה ,דרכים היו סונטין בה

  ."היתה צדיקת לא היתה מרמה באחותה

Rav Huna said: Prayer is so strong that it cancels the [evil] decree; not only this, but she even preceded her sister! And 

all shamed her: Sailors shamed her, wayfarers shamed her, even those who sat in wells behind the weaving boards 

shamed her, saying, “This Leah is not the same in secret as she is in the open. She appears to be righteous, and she is 

not righteous. If she were righteous, she would not have plotted against her sister.” 

 

9. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 70:19 

אית ספר דלית ליה " ,אמרה ליה ?!"ואת ענית לי 'רחל'לאו בליליא הוה קרינא  ,ייתא בת רמאהמה רמ" ,אמר לה -" והנה היא לאה"בצפרא 

  ?"ואת עני ליה 'עשו'לא כך היה צווח לך אבוך  ?תלמידים

In the morning, “And behold, she was Leah” – He said to her, “Plotter, daughter of a plotter, at night did I not call 

‘Rachel’ and you answered me?!” She said to him, “Is there a teacher without students? Didn’t your father similarly call 

to you ‘Esav’, and you answered him?” 

 

G-d’s Answer 

10. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 71:2 

 ב"הוכיון שפקדה הק .יעקב מעשים שרימה לאה באחותה נתן דעתו לגרשהר' חנין בשם ר' שמואל בר ר' יצחק אמר כיון שראה אבינו 

 ?'לאמן של אלו אני מגרש'בבנים אמר 

Rabbi Chanin cited Rabbi Shemuel son of Rabbi Yitzchak: When our father Jacob saw the actions with which Leah 

plotted against her sister, he decided to divorce her. But when G-d answered her with children, he said, “Will I divorce 

the mother of these children?” 

 

11. Genesis 30:14-15 

ל אֶל י קְצִיר־חִטִים וַימְִצָא דוּדָאִים בַשָדֶה וַיבֵָּא אתָֹם אֶל־לֵּאָה אִמוֹ וַתאֹמֶר רָחֵּ ן בִימֵּ י בְנֵּךְ: וַתאֹמֶר לָהּ הַמְעַט ־לֵּאָה תְנִ וַיֵּלֶךְ רְאוּבֵּ י־נאָ לִי מִדּוּדָאֵּ

י ן ישְִכַּב עִמָךְ הַלַילְָה תַחַת דּוּדָאֵּ ל לָכֵּ י בְניִ וַתאֹמֶר רָחֵּ ךְ אֶת־אִישִי וְלָקַחַת גַם אֶת־דּוּדָאֵּ   בְנֵּךְ: קַחְתֵּ

And Reuven went during the wheat harvest, and he found mandrakes in the field and he brought them to his mother 

Leah. And Rachel said to Leah: Please give me from your son’s mandrakes.  

And [Leah] said to her: Is it a small thing, that you took my husband, and now you will take my son’s mandrakes? 

And Rachel said: Therefore, he will lie with you tonight, in exchange for your son’s mandrakes. 


