Job, Week 53: Chapter 34: Elihu’s Second Speech .
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Following up from last week

1. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 2:13
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Should someone tell you, “There is wisdom among the nations,” believe them, as Ovadia 1:8 says, “And | will destroy

sages from Edom, and understanding from Mount Esav.” “There is Torah among the nations”, do not believe them, as

Eichah 2:9 says, “Her king and her officers are among the nations, there is no Torah.”

Introduction to the second speech

2. Metzudat David to 34:1
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Because in the first speech [Elihu] responded in terms of revealing a person’s sins to him, and now he comes to respond

regarding reward and punishment, therefore he gives space between the subjects, [for Job] to contemplate each item

well. He paused from the first, and started the second.

3. Structure of Chapter 34
o 34:19 Introduction addressing the room
e 34:10-15 Gd is not unjust! If Gd wished to harm people, Gd would
e 34:16-20 Gd does not favour the powerful
e 34:21-30 Gd watches all, and punishes all
e 34:31-33 Here is your script for repentance, Job!
o 34:34.37 Addressing the room in closing

34:19 Introduction addressing the room

4. Metzudat David to 34:7
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Is there a person as great in wisdom as Job who will increase so much in words of scorn, like one who drinks water,

who drinks as much as he wishes because people normally do not charge a price for it?

34:10-15 Gd is not unjust! If Gd wished to harm people, Gd would
5. Rashito 34:13
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And why should He find claims against His creatures? He does not need to respond to one who controls Him, saying,
“This is why | harmed him.”

6. Metzudat David to 34:15
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If His deeds were not just, but rather finding claims and thinking of people as enemies and desiring to destroy vengefully,

why would He multiply types of suffering? It is in His power to quickly destroy this person from the face of the earth,

even all flesh at once, for all is His, and so who could proteste

34:16-20 Gd does not show favour to the powerful; He made all
7. Metzudat David to 34:17
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Is it right that with such lies you declare Gd wicked, when He is truly mightily righteous2 He will not corrupt a person’s
just desserts, to put everything in the hands of the constellations!

8. Key question Does Elihu expect Job to believe there are no corrupt kings?

34:21-30 Gd watches all, and punishes all

9. Metzudat David to 34:23
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For it is not His way to add punishment to a person beyond that which is appropriate, to the point where he will say, “I

will go to Gd in judgment, for He has increased punishment over sin.” And because of this, He watches the specifics of

a person’s deeds, to pay him back according to his deeds.

34:31-33 This is what teshuvah looks like, Part 2

10. Rashi to 34:31-32
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It is right and appropriate for all who suffer to say, “l bear and accept and endure Your judgment, and | will not harm

myself.” And the judged must also say, “Aside from what | know to see and understand from Your words, You guide

me. If | have done wrong, | will not persist.”

34:34-37 Addressing the room
11. Metzudat David to 34:36
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My desire is that Job be forever tested with suffering, to see whether he will recant. ..

A response to Job's claim of injustice
12. The dispute 12:16-25 vs. 34:17-20

13. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 218

[Job] goes on to show how Gd undermines rather than supports effective governance on earth (12:17-25). Elihu takes
his cue from a different discourse about Gd's sovereignty and human political power. In his speech kings, nobles, and
the mighty are not positive figures of necessary human governance but negative or at least ambivalent images of
corruptible power that must be checked by the intervention of Gd.

A twist
14.Talmud, Bava Batra 16b
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“Job does not speak wisely, and his words are not with insight.” Rava said: From here we learn that a person is not
held responsible for his time of pain.



