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What is a Shofet2

1. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shoftim, pg. 95
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And remember well, too, that none of these judges were men of quarrels and disputes with G-d, or idolaters. All of them

were righteous and good men, other than Avimelech, who killed his brothers in order to rule over Israel — but he did

that before becoming a judge.

2. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shoftim, pp. 93-95

e Five similarities to Kings

o Called by G-d, appointed by a court on behalf of the nation

Lead in war as needed
Has the power to punish (as judges and) extra-judicially
Those who rebel against a judge would be punished with death
There is continuity; there were no periods without judges
e Five differences from Kings
Not anointed
They preside over courts, which kings cannot do
The mitzvot of kings (limits on marriage, money and horses; mitzvah of writing a Torah) do not apply
The nation’s obligations of reverence do not apply
The position is not hereditary
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3. Targum Yonatan to Shoftim 2:16
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And Gd established leaders, and redeemed them from those who raided them.

4. Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer, Bigdei Shesh, Introduction to Shoftim
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No book in Tanach expresses failure like the book of Shoftim.

5. Talmud, Bava Batra 15b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: What is the meaning of Ruth 1:1, “And it was in the days of the judging of the judges”2 A
generation that judged its judges.

6. Talmud, Erchin 17a
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Rabbi Yehudah Nesiah and the Sages debated whether the generation matches the leader or the leader matches the
generation. As far as what? If you are discussing their spiritual level, meaning that one says that if the generation is
good then the leader will be good, and the other says that if the leader is good then the generation will be good, then
what about Tzidkiyah, who was good in a bad generation? And what about Yehoyakim, who was bad in a good
generation?... Rather, it's about harsh and gentle styles.

Chapter 1

7. Structure
e 1:121 The wars of Yehudah/Shimon
o 1:22:29 Menasheh and Ephraim

e 1:30-36 Other tribes



8. Shemot 13:5and 13:11
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1:1-21 The wars of Yehudah/Shimon
Q. Bamidbar 27:21
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And before Elazar the priest he shall stand, and inquire of him the dictate of the Urim before G-d...

10. Talmud, Eruvin 63a
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Rabbi Eliezer said: [One who rules before his mentor] is reduced from his status, as Bamidbar 31:21 says, “And Elazar

the priest spoke to the warriors [This is the law of the Torah], etc.” Even though he said to them, “Gd commanded my

uncle, not me,” he was still punished, as it says, “And before Elazar the priest he shall stand,” but we don’t find that

Yehoshua needed him.

11. Abarbanel to Shoftim pg. 98
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To elevate him in the eyes of the nation, his prophecy came from Gd, from heaven, and therefore you will find many
times, “And Gd said to Yehoshua”...

12. Ralbag to Shoftim 1:1
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It would be appropriate for us to know that this does not mean that they did not ask the Urim vTummim during Yehoshua's
day, for the Torah testified that in Yehoshua's day they would also ask the dictate of the Urim. Perhaps it meant that
after Yehoshua's death they needed to ask who would ascend first, for the first war would be a great root for other
wars, because if Israel would be defeated in their first war then the rest of the nations would say that their shelter had
left them, and they would be strengthened to fight them, and if the Jews would beat them then softness of the heart would
befall those nations, and Israel would beat them easily.

13. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 13:8
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All of the [ancestors of the] tribes did not rule in Egypt; Reuven, Shimon and Levi ruled in Egypt. Reuven died, and they
gave authority to Shimon. Shimon died, and they gave authority to Levi. Levi died, and they wished to give authority to
Yehudah. A bat kol emerged and said to them, “Leave it be, until the time arrives.” When did the time come? After
Yehoshua's death, “And it was after Yehoshua's death, and they asked... And Gd said, "Yehudah will ascend’, etc.”

14. Daat Mikra to Shoftim 1:6
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Like the custom of Canaan and other early nations. The essential practice, initially, was to cut off the right thumbs of the
defeated parties, so that they could no longer hold the sword.

15. Others, later
e Cicero's De Officiis http://www.john-uebersax.com/plato/pdf/cicero-moral-duties.pdf pg. 315
e Plutarch’s Life of Lysander http://www.gutenberg.org/files/14114/14114-h/14114-h.htm pg. 292
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