Job, Week 52: Chapters 33-34: Elihu’s First Two Speeches .
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33:23-30 And Gd takes people back when they repent (continued)

1. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:23
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That which Elihu added, none of them had mentioned. This is what he taught with the intercession of the malach; he

said that the wellknown phenomenon, when a person is sick and at death’s door, and they give up hope, if he has a

malach who will intercede and pray on his behalf, whichever malach it is, its intercession and prayer will be accepted,

and will pick him up from his collapse, and that patient will be saved and will return to his good affairs. But this will not

happen perpetually, and the prayer and rescue will not remain forever, but twice or three times.

2. Talmud, Yoma 87a
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Rav Chisda said: One must appease him with three rows of three people, as it says, “He will make rows of people...”

3. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 203

This is not to say that repentance itself had not previously been a matter of interest but rather that the process, in its
psychological and divine dimensions, had come to engage the imagination in a new way. This is in part what the Elihu
author saw as defective in the dialogue between Job and his friends. For all their talk, none of them, not even Eliphaz
in Job 5:17-26, had seen what was so obvious to Elihu — that the moral significance in what had happened to Job was
to be found in the way in which Job’s experience modeled the pattern of the one whom G-d warns in order to turn him
from pride.

4. Talmud, Yoma 86b
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Rabbi Yosi bar Yehudah said: One who transgresses once is forgiven, twice is forgiven, thrice is forgiven, but the fourth
time is not forgiven, as Amos 2:6 says, “So says Gd: For three sins of Israel, and for four | will not bring them back.”
And it says, “All of this Gd will do twice, three times with a man.” What is “And it says”2 One might say this is only for
a community, but not an individual; come and hear, “All of this Gd will do twice, three times with a man.”

33:31-33 If you have anything to say to me, say it!

5. Metzudat David to 33:31
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| answered you regarding your statement that Gd will not respond to people, for it is not so; the dream and pain are

His statements. Listen further and hear me and be silent, and | will speak to respond to the rest of your words.

6. Elihu’s four additions Malachim; Prophecy; Repentance; Multiple Divine warnings

Additional items

7. lbn Ezra to Zecharyah 1:1
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The power of refined souls which receive Divine inspiration as prophecy is not uniform. When there was honour in
Israel, before they were exiled, there was no need to interpret prophecy, as in, 'Behold, a son is born to the house of
David, and his name is Yoshiyahu." It was clear on its own. After the exile, they are visions and they require
interpretation, like the visions of Daniel, which Daniel could not have understood without a malach to interpret them.

8. Rabbi Saadia Gaon, Emunot v'Deiot 4
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| thought: How would it be if the remnant of man, his weak body, composed of blood and fluid and the two biles, why
couldn’t the components be pure and everlasting2 And | replied to this thought, saying: If we would wish this, we would
wish to be formed as stars or malachim... And | thought further regarding the diseases that befall man, saying: Would
that he were saved from them, or they were pushed from him! But | found them good for him, so that he repent from his
sins and be humbled before his Gd, and repair his ways, as Job 33:19 says...

Introduction to the second speech

9. Metzudat David to 34:1
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Because in the first speech [Elihu] responded in terms of revealing a person’s sins to him, and now he comes to respond

regarding reward and punishment, therefore he gives space between the subjects, [for Job] to contemplate each item

well. He paused from the first, and started the second.

10. Structure of Chapter 34
o 34:19 Introduction addressing the room
e 34:10-15 Gd is not unjust! If Gd wished to harm people, Gd would
e 34:16-20 Gd does not favour the powerful
o 34:21-30 Gd watches all, and punishes all
e 34:31-33 Here is your script for repentance, Job!
o 34:34.37 Addressing the room in closing

34:1-9 Introduction addressing the room

11. Metzudat David to 34:7
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Is there a person as great in wisdom as Job who will increase so much in words of scorn, like one who drinks water,

who drinks as much as he wishes because people normally do not charge a price for it2

34:10-15 Gd is not unjust! If Gd wished to harm people, Gd would
12.Rashi to 34:13
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And why should He find claims against His creatures? He does not need to respond to one who controls Him, saying,
“This is why | harmed him.”

13. Metzudat David to 34:15
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If His deeds were not just, but rather finding claims and thinking of people as enemies and desiring to destroy vengefully,

why would He multiply types of suffering? It is in His power to quickly destroy this person from the face of the earth,

even all flesh at once, for all is His, and so who could proteste



