Job, Week 50: Enter Elihu | —

- TORAH MITZION

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com | e

This class is dedicated by the Turk Family in memory of Yitzchak ben h’Chaver Moshe

Who is Elihu, and what is he doing in this book?
1. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pp. 259-260

2. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:23
2w DR 9N 77721 TDIOR AR 171 ¥ A011 727 R XOW W a0 112077 P27 1AW ,NMIRDDI M7 0°027 K
X1 ,NIRCXNA] °NIR?D1 7DD W2 T IRM ,AVR2 TVAT "I PPIVR KX X7 X177°0 .078°22 220 MR mYna 07727
P72 O1IAR 120 090 DOV IR LTNIM TN TN KDY T2 NTIAYA WA R '
92 WAY MR 19 MR LI NTD RITT IV QTP R ,A1I07 707 RITLR0T WK AOIT AV T2 RN 207 Mo oy PaR
TIRA VA °ovo an 'Ib NA2TW A2 DANART 1727 AWK 1PIVa 100 TON 90 22w 1Y NWHYY 2R 2912 2w 12 LMNRKRY 79
L0 AR 1797 KD RIPOR 19°017 WK I L]0 P PRI DY D30 TR NYT 090 NYTW 1R AR T T8 TR 9 NYTa
<.0X1217 MR RN 1PIva °7 2197 MARY 77 12 02 7°01M ...'[N’?Dﬂ NXYI212°WAT TR RN
He spoke in mysterious words and riddles. One examining his words would wonder, thinking he added nothing to the
words of Eliphaz, Bildad and Tzophar, only answering as they did in other words and adding explanation. He didn’t
abandon the acid tone and rebuke of Job, he described Gd as just, he spoke of Gd's wonders in this world, and he
said that Gd is not affected by the worship of a worshipper or the rebellion of the rebels. His friends said all of these.
But with good examination, his added element will be clear to you; it is the intent, and it did not appear in any other.
And then he said along with this all that they had said, just as all of them, Job and his three friends, each responded
according to the words the others had mentioned, as | have told you. This was to conceal the special element of each,
to the point where it would appear to the masses that all of them agreed to one view. But it is not so. That which Elihu
added none of them had mentioned. It is in his lesson of the malach’s intercession... And he added also that which
preceded this, regarding the description of the quality of prophecy...

3. Rabbeinu Bechayye, Kad haKemach “Hashgachah”
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“From the family of Ram” — From the family of Avraham, the root of the faith. This man, Elihu, was outraged at Job, who

he thought was straying... And he was also outraged at the friends when they accused Job of wickedness... But he

found Job righteous, just not more righteous than Gd, to say that Gd had warped his judgment...

We have also seen that Gd blamed the friends for their arguments, saying they would need a burnt offering to atone

for speaking improperly, but He did not blame Elihu and He did not require this atonement of him. This also proves that

Elihu spoke properly, with a new claim, unlike that of the friends...

4. Daat Mikra, Introduction to Job pp. 14-15
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The intent in Elihu’s speech was different from that of the friends... Elihu’s words include words which will be explained
and broadened in Gd's speech to Job. From this we can conclude that Elihu’s words serve as preparation for Gd's
revelation. Gd will say things which are very different from that which Job expected and anticipated, and so there was
a need for Elihu to come prepare Job for those things. In truth, Elihu began with words which were close to what Job
expected, but he concluded with words which were close to the words which Gd would say. And at the end, Elihu
hinted that Gd would come to be revealed to Job...



5. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, page 203

The inexhaustible source of human discourse lies in the fundamentally perspectival natural of claims to truth, what
Kenneth Burke calls its “contexts of situation.” A stalled conversation is reinvigorated by someone eccentric to the original
discourse.

6. Talmud Yerushalmi Sotah 5:6
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Rabbi Akiva taught: “And Elihu son of Barachel of Buz, from the Ram family, was outraged” -
e “Elihu” is Bilam.
e “Son of Barachel” for he came to curse Israel and he blessed them...
e “Of Buz” - his prophecy was degraded [bezuyah), ‘falling and his eyes were opened.’
e “From the Ram family” — ‘From Aram, Balak guided me.’
Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah replied: If he was Bilam, then Gd hid it. If he was not Bilam, he will dispute you! Rather:
e “Elihu” is Yitzchak.
e “Son of Barachel” — the son whom Gd blessed, as in, ‘And Gd blessed him.’
e "Of Buz" — He shamed [bizah] all of the houses of idolatry when he was bound on the altar.
e “From the Ram family” - Son of Avram.

Outline of Speech One — Chapters 32-33

e 32:15 Introduction

o 32:6-14 Addressing the three visitors

o 32:1522 Addressing the room

e 33:17 Job! Answer me if you can!

e 33:8-11 You claim that Gd has harmed you unjustly

o 33:1222 Gd communicates with Man through visions and through suffering
e 33:23-30 And Gd takes people back when they repent

e 33:31-33 If you have anything to say to me, say it!

7. lbn Ezra's view of the genealogy  Ruth 4:19; Bereishit 22:21

8. Rashito 32:3
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This is one of the verses for which the text was amended by scribes. It should have said “And they indicted Gd with their
silence”...

9. lbn Ezra to 32:3
1 DPYIW A W 19 DTN 01910 1PN KT %D 20N
It is written that this was from the scribal emendations. Those who say this know something | don't.

10. Metzudat David to 32:6
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Know that my silence until now was not because | didn’t know what to say, as if now | had learned from your words. It

is not so; the right answer has been in my mouth all along, but because | am young and you are old, | was afraid to

express my opinions to you.



