Job, Week 48: Chapter 31, and Enter Elihu

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
TORAH MITZION
BEIT MIDRASH

31:1-34 Had | sinned, | would deserve punishment — but | didn’t sin! (continued)
1. Metzudat David to 31:6
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| wish He would weigh me in just scales, placing my merits opposite my sins. Then Gd would know my perfection, for
the merits would weigh down [the scale].

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Ketuvot 5:5
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The Rabbis of Caesarea cited Rabbi Acha: Israel is instructed to support amputees, including slaves. From whatever

Rabbi Yochanan ate, he would give to his slave, citing Job 31:15.

3. Jonathan Edwards, Miscellaneous Observations on the Holy Scriptures (Interleaved Bible)
In these two things are contained the most forceable reasons against the master’s abuse of his servant, viz. That both
have one Maker, and that their Maker made ‘em alike with the same nature.

4. lbnEzrato 31:18
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The orphan grew up with me. “And | would lead her” refers back to the widow.

5. Avot d'Rabbi Natan Il 14
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“Your house should always be wide open” — As Job's house was open to the north, south, east and west. And so Job
said, “A person coming there from any direction will be able to enter,” as in Job 31:32. Job began to say, “I did not
do as others do. Others eat white bread, and feed paupers coarse bread. Others wear silk and clothe paupers in
sackcloth. | did not do thus; that which | ate, | fed to paupers, and that which | wore | used to clothe paupers. As in Job
31:21...
Job began to praise himself, saying, “What did our patriarch Avraham do, that | did not do2” He said to him: Job! How
long will praise yourselfe If a pauper did not enter your home, you would not have had mercy on him, but Avraham did
not act thus. Rather, from the third day after his circumcision he went to sit at the entrance of his tent, as Bereishit 18:1
says, “And he sat at the entrance of the tent, in the heat of the day.”

6. Avot d'Rabbi Natan | 2
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...Job was strict with himself, and he did not even gaze upon a single woman. This is a ka/ vachomer - For a single
woman, who he could marry himself, or wed to his son or brother or relative, Job was strict with himself and he did not
gaze upon her, how much more so for a married woman! And why was Job strict with himself, not gazing even at a
single woman? Because Job said: Perhaps | will gaze today, and tomorrow someone will marry her and | will then be
gazing upon a married woman.



Introduction: Who is Elihu, and what is he doing in this book?
7. Rambam, Guide of the Perplexed 3:23
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He spoke in mysterious words and riddles. One examining his words would wonder, thinking he added nothing to the
words of Eliphaz, Bildad and Tzophar, only answering as they did in other words and adding explanation. He didn't
abandon the acid tone and rebuke of Job, he described Gd as just, he spoke of Gd's wonders in this world, and he
said that Gd is not affected by the worship of a worshipper or the rebellion of the rebels. His friends said all of these.
But with good examination, his added element will be clear to you; it is the intent, and it did not appear in any other.
And then he said along with this all that they had said, just as all of them, Job and his three friends, each responded
according to the words the others had mentioned, as | have told you. This was to conceal the special element of each,
to the point where it would appear to the masses that all of them agreed to one view. But it is not so. That which Elihu
added none of them had mentioned. It is in his lesson of the malach’s intercession... And he added also that which
preceded this, regarding the description of the quality of prophecy...

8. Rabbeinu Bechayye, Kad haKemach “Hashgachah”
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“From the family of Ram” — From the family of Avraham, the root of the faith. This man, Elihu, was outraged at Job, who

he thought was straying... And he was also outraged at the friends when they accused Job of wickedness... But he

found Job righteous, just not more righteous than Gd, to say that Gd had warped his judgment...

We have also seen that Gd blamed the friends for their arguments, saying they would need a burnt offering to atone

for speaking improperly, but He did not blame Elihu and He did not require this atonement of him. This also proves that

Elihu spoke properly, with a new claim, unlike that of the friends...

9. Daat Mikra, Introduction to Job pp. 14-15
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The intent in Elihu’s speech was different from that of the friends... Elihu’s words include words which will be explained
and broadened in Gd's speech to Job. From this we can conclude that Elihu’s words serve as preparation for Gd's
revelation. Gd will say things which are very different from that which Job expected and anticipated, and so there was
a need for Elihu to come prepare Job for those things. In truth, Elihu began with words which were close to what Job
expected, but he concluded with words which were close to the words which Gd would say. And at the end, Elihu
hinted that Gd would come to be revealed to Job...

10. Talmud Yerushalm Sotah 5:6
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