Job, Week 47: Chapters 30-31 — In Defense of Job SR,
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30:14-19 | suffer brutally
1. Ralbag to 30:17
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And my veins which pulsate will not rest, meaning their motion will not be at all silent with sleep, due to the strength of
the pain and the great foreign fever in me.

2. Metzudat David to 30:18
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Because of the great strength of the illness, my clothing is changed at all times. Due to the soiling of the sweat and the
putrid liquid that flows from the boils, the clothing is dirtied and he must change it for other clothing.

30:20-31 And despite my kindness to others, Gd does not help me

3. Carol Newsom, The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations, pg. 193

Job has invested so much in his presentation of himself in terms of his nobility and status in the community that it would
be difficult, psychologically and rhetorically, for him now to take up the stance of the “poor and needy” (Psalms 70:6a),
petitioning his divine patron for the restoration of his honor and his reintegration into the community.

4. The ostrich Michah 1:8; https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=meCTUUFSED4

31:1-34 Had | sinned, | would deserve punishment — but | didn't sin!
5. A series of oaths for Job's testimony
o 31:45 Deception
e 31:68 Honesty
o 31:9-12 Sexual immorality
e 31:13-15 Cheating a slave
e 31:16-20 Refraining from kindness
e 31:2123 Cheating an orphan
o 31:2428 Trusting my wealth, or idols
e 31:29-30 Looking for my enemy to falll
e 31:31-32 Taking in guests
o 31:33-34 Hiding my sins

6. Daat Mikra, Conclusion of Chapters 29-31
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These oaths do not include all transgressions and all good traits, and the order of appearance of these transgressions

and good traits is not arranged according to particular rules. Job intended with these words only to provide examples,

poetically, of the life of a Gd-fearing person. From these examples, the reader must extrapolate the rest.

7. Metzudat David to 31:6
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| wish He would weigh me in just scales, placing my merits opposite my sins. Then Gd would know my perfection, for
the merits would weigh down [the scale].


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=meCTUUFSED4

8. Talmud Yerushalmi, Ketuvot 5:5
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The Rabbis of Caesarea cited Rabbi Acha: Israel is instructed to support amputees, including slaves. From whatever

Rabbi Yochanan are, he would give to his slave, citing Job 31:15.

9. Jonathan Edwards, Miscellaneous Observations on the Holy Scriptures (Interleaved Bible)
In these two things are contained the most forceable reasons against the master’s abuse of his servant, viz. That both
have one Maker, and that their Maker made ‘em alike with the same nature.

10.1bn Ezra to 31:18
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The orphan grew up with me. “And | would lead her” refers back to the widow.

11. Avot d'Rabbi Natan Il 14
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“Your house should always be wide open” — As Job's house was open to the north, south, east and west. And so Job
said, “A person coming there from any direction will be able to enter,” as in Job 31:32. Job began to say, “I did not
do as others do. Others eat white bread, and feed paupers coarse bread. Others wear silk and clothe paupers in
sackcloth. | did not do thus; that which | ate, | fed to paupers, and that which | wore | used to clothe paupers. As in Job
31:21...
Job began to praise himself, saying, “What did our patriarch Avraham do, that | did not do2” Job said to him: How
long will praise yourselfe If a pauper did not enter your home, you would not have had mercy on him, but Avraham did
not act thus. Rather, from the third day after his circumcision he went to sit at the entrance of his tent, as Bereishit 18:1
says, “And he sat at the entrance of the tent, in the heat of the day.”

12. Avot d'Rabbi Natan | 2
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...Job was strict with himself, and he did not even gaze upon a single woman. This is a ka/ vachomer — For a single
woman, who he could marry himself, or wed to his son or brother or relative, Job was strict with himself and he did not
gaze upon her, how much more so for a married woman! And why was Job strict with himself, not gazing even at a
single woman? Because Job said: Perhaps | will gaze today, and tomorrow someone will marry her and | will then be
gazing upon a married woman.



