Yehoshua 22 (continued) — Going home, but not without a fight... 5
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Reuven, Gad and half of Menasheh

1. Divrei haYamim | 5:18
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2. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 4:4
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Rabbi Yehudah cited Chizkiyah: Whenever the text says, “Like twenty,” “Like thirty,” “Like forty,” it is approximate.

Yehoshua 4:13 says “Like forty thousand warriors,” and Divrei haYamim | 5:17 says, “44,760".

3. Malbim to Yehoshua 1:14
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“[You shall pass] before your brothers”, meaning that the war will be natural. Therefore it explained that the warriors

would cross, as opposed to if they were passing “before Gd”, in a miraculous war. In that case, it would be

appropriate for the entire nation to pass, and not specifically the warriors.

22:13-20 A diplomatic mission
4. Bamidbar 31:6
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5. Malbim to 22:13-14
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They sent Pinchas to rebuke them regarding Gd, and the ten leaders to debate them on Israel’s matters.

6. Bamidbar 25:1-9
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7. Rashito 22:19
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If your lot is impure — that Gd has not chosen to manifest His Shechinah there.

8. Metzudat David to 22:19
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If your lot is impure in your eyes because the Mishkan is not there, and therefore you think that Gd is only watching

you via an authorized agent, and you wish to build an altar for the agent, for offerings.

9. Rabbi Avraham Bornstein, Avnei Nezer Yoreh Deah 454:33
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Living in Israel vs. Jerusalem involves three matters: (1) The mitzvah of living in the land, for which there is no
difference between Israel and Jerusalem... (2) The land-dependent mitzvot, for which Jerusalem has a level above the
rest of the land when there is a Beit haMikdash, for it has the extra mitzvot of eating sanctified items and maaser
sheni, and praying in the Beit haMikdash, the gate of heaven... (3) Logically, it is better to live in a sacred place, holy



to the Shechinah. This was true even before the conquest of Israel... But this is only in Galil and Yehudah. For the
other side of the Yarden, even though Yehoshua 22:19 says, “And if your lot is impure”... in truth, it is not under the
authority of an authorized agent outside [Israel], and it is not like a Jew living outside Israel, for once Israel conquered
it, it was consecrated with the sanctity of Israel, and it is no longer under the authority of an agent. However, before
conquest it certainly was under the authority of an agent, and in our day, within the view that its biblically authorized
sanctity was not eternal, it returned to the authority of an agent.

22:21-29 The explanation

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachot 9:1

2PTOR5N 17 12K 22702 "YTY RITT RDR XD 2900 PR "DovTe an" 3aR nk 2"YTY R T 20POR 9P T 20pOR Dp" 20007 10 0
LDIWDIAR 0P 01°°7902 IMRT WIRD IR QW INWHW 372 AR 22000 a0K 72 119 ,73p2 1T 198 a0

What is “Kel Elokim HaShem, Kel Elokim HaShem, He will know”2 He replied: It does not say “They will know” but

“He will know.” His students said to him: Our master! You pushed these away with a reed; what will you respond to

us2” He said to them: All three are one Name, like one who says, “Vasilius (2) Caesar Augustus”.

11. Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 3:2
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Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachman cited Rabbi Yonatan: We find in Torah, Prophets and Writings that one must satisfy
others as one must satisfy Gd. Bamidbar 32:22 says, “And you shall be innocent from Gd and from Israel.” Yehoshua
22:22 says, “Kel Elokim HaShem... and Israel will know.” Mishlei 3:4 says, “And find favour and [a reputation for]
good insight in the eyes of Gd and Man.”

22:30-34 Peace

12. Metzudat David to 22:31
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[“Gd is in our midst”] when we set our hearts to cautiously avoid bloodshed, and to speak first, face to face. For now

we see that you have not committed this treason we had suspected. Just the opposite, by building the altar you have

saved Israel from Divine punishment, for now they will not sin by keeping your children from reverence for Gd, and

they will not punished. Had they kept [their children] from this, then they would not have been saved from punishment.

13. Malbim to 22:33
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The verse informs that their reason for arousing themselves to go to war was not out of enmity, jealousy or hatred in
the hearts of some of Gd's tribes against their brothers, but only out of love for them, wanting to keep them from sin.
Thus they rejoiced at this and blessed Gd, which would not have been the case had they come upon them in hatred -
then they would not have been happy at failing to find a reason to battle them.

14.Talmud, Zevachim 101b
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Rabbi Elazar cited Rabbi Chanina: Pinchas did not become a kohen until he killed Zimri, as Bamidbar 25:13 says,
“And it shall be for him, and his children after him, a covenant of eternal kehunah.” Rav Ashi said: Until he made
peace between the tribes, as Yehoshua 22:30 says, “And Pinchas the Kohen heard...” What will the second view say
re: Bamidbar 25:132 That was for the blessing. What will the first view say re: Yehoshua 22:302 This was for his
children to have the kehunah after him.



