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Introduction 

1. Iyov 13:15 

  ...הֵן יקְִטְלֵניִ >לא< לוֹ אֲיחֵַל

Though He will kill me, yet I will trust in Him… 

 

2. Iyov 27:2 

טִי וְשַ קֵ חַי־  י הֵמַר נפְַשִי:קַ ל הֵסִיר מִשְפָּ

As Gd lives, who has warped my justice, and Shakkai, who has embittered my soul. 

 

Humanity on Trial 

3. Iyov 1:6  

אֱלֹ ן בְתוֹכָּם: ד'ים לְהִתְיצֵַב עַל־קִ וַיהְִי הַיּוֹם וַיָּּבאֹוּ בְניֵ הָּ טָּ   וַיָּּבוֹא גםַ־הַשָּ
The day came when the “sons of Gd” came to stand before Gd, and the Satan also arrived among them. 

 

4. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:22 

ויבאו בני "אבל אמר , שאז היה נראה שמציאות הכל על יחס אחד ועל ערך אחד, "'דים והשטן להתיצב על קהאלויבאו בני "לא אמר 

אבל כאשר  ,וכיוצא בזה המאמר לא נאמר אלא במי שבא בלתי מכוון ולא מבוקש לעצמו ."ויבא גם השטן בתוכם' דים להתיצב על קהאל

  .באו מי שכיון בואם בא זה בתוך הבאים

It did not say, "And the bnei ha'Elokim and the Satan came to stand before Gd," which would have indicated that all 

were in one relationship, as equals. Rather, it said, "And the bnei ha'Elokim came to stand before Gd, and the Satan 

was also among them." Language like this is stated only regarding someone who was not intended or invited personally. 

When the intended parties came, he mixed into the group as well. 

 

5. Iyov 1:8-12 

ן הֲשַמְתָּ לִבְךָ עַל־עַבְדִי אִיּוֹב כִי  ’דוַיּאֹמֶר  טָּ ר ירְֵא אֱלֹאֵין כָּמהֹוּ בָּ אֶל־הַשָּ ם וְיָּשָּ ן אֶת־קִ אָרֶץ אִיש תָּ טָּ ע: וַיּעַַן הַשָּ ר מֵרָּ וַיּאֹמַר הַחִנָּם יָּרֵא  ’דים וְסָּ

רַץ ים:קִ אִיּוֹב אֱלֹ יו בֵרַכְתָּ וּמִקְנהֵוּ פָּ בִיב מַעֲשֵה יָּדָּ ה שַכְתָּ בַעֲדוֹ וּבְעַד־בֵיתוֹ וּבְעַד כָּל־אֲשֶר־לוֹ מִסָּ וְאוּלָּם שְלַח־נָּא יָּדְךָ וְגעַ בְכָּל־ בָּאָרֶץ: הֲלֹא־אַתָּ

רֲכֶךָּ: ניֶךָ יבְָּ ן מֵעִם פְניֵ  ’דוַיּאֹמֶר  אֲשֶר־לוֹ אִם־לֹא עַל־פָּ טָּ יו אַל־תִשְלַח יָּדֶךָ וַיּצֵֵא הַשָּ ל־אֲשֶר־לוֹ בְיָּדֶךָ רַק אֵלָּ ן הִנהֵ כָּ טָּ  :’דאֶל־הַשָּ

And Gd said to the Satan: Have you considered my servant Iyov? For there is none like him in the land, a simple and 

an upright man, one who reveres Gd and turns away from evil? And the Satan answered Gd, saying: Does Iyov fear 

Gd for nothing? Have You not protected him and his house, and all that he has everywhere? You have blessed the work 

of his hands, and his property has spread in the land. But send forth Your hand, and touch all that he has, and he will 

“bless” You to Your face. And Gd said to the Satan: Behold, all that he owns is in your hand, but do not send forth your 

hand against him. And the Satan departed from before Gd. 

 

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a-b 

 ...."משה כתב ספרו ופרשת בלעם ואיוב"

 ...רבא אמר איוב בימי מרגלים היה

 ....ולא נברא אלא משל היהויתיב וקאמר איוב לא היה , שמואל בר נחמני' יתיב ההוא מרבנן קמיה דר

 ...ובית מדרשו בטבריא היה, איוב מעולי גולה היה ,רבי יוחנן ורבי אלעזר דאמרי תרוייהו

"Moshe wrote his book, the passage of Bilam and Iyov."… 

Rava said Iyov was in the Spies' time… 

A sage before Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmani said: Iyov did not exist and was not created; he was a parable…  

Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Elazar said: Iyov was among those who ascended from the [Babylonian] Diaspora, and his 

study hall was in Tiberias…. 

  



Gd ends up on trial 

7. Iyov 16:19-21  

ה  הֲדִי בַמְרוֹמִים:גַם־עַתָּ מַיםִ עֵדִי וְשָּ י אֶל־אֱלוֹ הִנהֵ־בַשָּ ה עֵיניִ: וְיוֹכַח לְגֶבֶר עִם־אֱלוֹקַ מְלִיצַי רֵעָּ לְפָּ ם לְרֵעֵהוּ:קַ  דָּ    וּבֶן־אָדָּ
Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my testimony is in elevated spaces. My friends scorn me, but my eye 

pours out tears to Gd. I wish a man might prove his case with Gd, as the son of man does with his fellow! 

 

8. Iyov 9:4-5, 9:16-17  

כָּם בְאַפ עוּ אֲשֶר הֲפָּ רִים וְלֹא יָּדָּ יו וַיּשְִלָּם: הַמַעְתִיק הָּ ה אֵלָּ ב וְאַמִיץ כחַֹ מִי־הִקְשָּ  ...וֹ:חֲכַם לֵבָּ

עַי חִנָּם: ה ישְוּפֵניִ וְהִרְבָּה פְצָּ רָּ אתִי וַיּעֲַננֵיִ לֹא־אַאֲמִין כִי־יאֲַזיִן קוֹלִי: אֲשֶר־בִשְעָּ רָּ   אִם־קָּ
He is wise of heart, and of mighty strength; who has hardened himself against Him, and remained whole? He who 

moves mountains, and they don’t know it, when He overturns them in His anger… 

If I had called and He had answered me, I would not believe that He had listened to my voice. He crushes me with a 

tempest, and multiplies my wounds without cause. 

 

9. Iyov 13:7-10  

אוּן אִם־לָּ  תְדַבְרוּ עַוְלָּה וְלוֹ תְדַבְרוּ רְמִיָּּה:ל קֵ הַלְ  נָּיו תִשָּ תֵלּוּ בוֹ: הוֹכֵחַ יוֹכִיחַ אֶתְכֶםקֵ הֲפָּ תֵל בֶאֱנוֹש תְהָּ  ...ל תְרִיבוּן: הֲטוֹב כִי־יחְַקרֹ אֶתְכֶם אִם־כְהָּ

Will you speak wickedly on behalf of Gd, and speak deceitfully for Him? Will you gain His favour, will you fight for 

Gd? Will it be good if He should search you out? Or as one man deceives another, will you deceive Him? He will surely 

rebuke you… 

 

Chapter 28 responds 

10. Iyov 28:20-28 

ב ה מֵאַיןִ תָּ כְמָּ וֶת אָמְרוּ בְאָזְ וְהַחָּ ה: אֲבַדוֹן וָּמָּ רָּ מַיםִ נסְִתָּ י וּמֵעוֹף הַשָּ ה מֵעֵיניֵ כָּל־חָּ הּ:וֹא וְאֵי זהֶ מְקוֹם בִינָּה: וְנעֶֶלְמָּ מַעְנוּ שִמְעָּ  ניֵנוּ שָּ

אָרֶץ יבִַיט תַחַת כָּל־קִ אֱלֹ הּ: כִי־הוּא לִקְצוֹת־הָּ ה: בַעֲשתֹוֹ ים הֵבִין דַרְכָּהּ וְהוּא יָּדַע אֶת־מְקוֹמָּ ל וּמַיםִ תִכֵן בְמִדָּ מַיםִ ירְִאֶה: לַעֲשוֹת לָּרוּחַ מִשְקָּ הַשָּ

ם הֵן ירְִאַת  הּ: וַיּאֹמֶר לָּאָדָּ רָּ הּ הֱכִינָּהּ וְגַם־חֲקָּ הּ וַיסְַפְרָּ אָּ ר חקֹ וְדֶרֶךְ לַחֲזיִז קלֹוֹת: אָז רָּ טָּ ע בִינָּה:  ד'לַמָּ ה וְסוּר מֵרָּ כְמָּ  הִיא חָּ

Where does wisdom come from, and where is the place of understanding? It is hidden from the eyes of all living, and 

concealed from the birds of the sky. Avaddon and death say, “We have heard of it with our ears.“ 

Gd understands its way, and He knows its place. For He looks to the ends of the earth, and sees everything under the 

whole heaven. He makes a weight for the winds, and He sets measures for the waters. When He made a decree for the 

rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder, then He saw it, and declared it; He established it, and searched it out. 

And to Man He said: Behold, the reverence of Gd is wisdom, and to move away from evil is understanding. 

 

What are the messages for us? 

11. Iyov 42:7  

ה אַפִי בְךָ ’ וַיּאֹמֶר ד רָּ ניִ חָּ  וּבִשְניֵ רֵעֶיךָ כִי לֹא דִבַרְתֶם אֵלַי נכְוֹנָּה כְעַבְדִי אִיּוֹב:אֶל־אֱלִיפַז הַתֵימָּ

Gd said to Eliphaz the Temanite: My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of 

Me correctly, like My servant Iyov. 

 

12. Four lessons: Ignorance; Humility; Righteousness; Wisdom in Life 

 

One more message 

13. Iyov 16:4-5 

ה עֲלֵיכֶם בְמוֹ ה עֲלֵיכֶם בְמִלִּים וְאָניִעָּ ה לוּ־ישֵ נפְַשְכֶם תַחַת נפְַשִי אַחְבִירָּ כֶם אֲדַבֵרָּ תַי יחְַשךְֹ: גַם אָנכִֹי כָּ   ראֹשִי: אֲאַמִצְכֶם בְמוֹ־פִי וְניִד שְפָּ
Would I also speak as you do? If you were in my place, I would join with you with words; I would shake my head upon 

you. I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the movement of my lips would spare you. 

 

14. Iyov 19:3 

מִים תַכְלִימוּניִ לֹא־תֵ    בשֹוּ תַהְכְרוּ־לִי:זהֶ עֶשֶר פְעָּ

Ten times you have shamed me; you are not ashamed, you act as strangers to me. 


