The Book of lyov: When Evil Wins
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Introduction

1. lyov 13:15
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Though He will kill me, yet | will trust in Him...

2. lyov 27:2
WD T R WY 107 20
As Gd lives, who has warped my justice, and Shakkai, who has embittered my soul.

Humanity on Trial
3. lyov 1:6
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The day came when the “sons of Gd” came to stand before Gd, and the Satan also arrived among them.

4. Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 3:22
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It did not say, "And the bnei ha'Flokim and the Satan came to stand before Gd," which would have indicated that all
were in one relationship, as equals. Rather, it said, "And the bne/ ha'Elokim came to stand before Gd, and the Satan
was also among them." Language like this is stated only regarding someone who was not intended or invited personally.
When the intended parties came, he mixed into the group as well.

5. lyov 1:8-12
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And Gd said to the Satan: Have you considered my servant lyov@ For there is none like him in the land, a simple and
an upright man, one who reveres Gd and turns away from evil2 And the Satan answered Gd, saying: Does lyov fear
Gd for nothing? Have You not protected him and his house, and all that he has everywhere? You have blessed the work
of his hands, and his property has spread in the land. But send forth Your hand, and touch all that he has, and he will
“bless” You to Your face. And Gd said to the Satan: Behold, all that he owns is in your hand, but do not send forth your
hand against him. And the Satan departed from before Gd.

6. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a-b
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"Moshe wrote his book, the passage of Bilam and lyov."...
Rava said lyov was in the Spies' time...
A sage before Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmani said: lyov did not exist and was not created; he was a parable...
Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Elazar said: lyov was among those who ascended from the [Babylonian] Diaspora, and his
study hall was in Tiberias....



Gd ends up on trial
7. lyov 16:19-21
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Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my testimony is in elevated spaces. My friends scorn me, but my eye
pours out tears to Gd. | wish a man might prove his case with Gd, as the son of man does with his fellow!

8. lyov 9:4-5, 9:16-17
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He is wise of heart, and of mighty strength; who has hardened himself against Him, and remained whole? He who
moves mountains, and they don’t know it, when He overturns them in His anger...
If I had called and He had answered me, | would not believe that He had listened to my voice. He crushes me with a
tempest, and multiplies my wounds without cause.

9. lyov 13:7-10
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Will you speak wickedly on behalf of Gd, and speak deceitfully for Him2 Will you gain His favour, will you fight for
Gd2 Will it be good if He should search you out? Or as one man deceives another, will you deceive Him?2 He will surely
rebuke you...

Chapter 28 responds
10. lyov 28:20-28
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Where does wisdom come from, and where is the place of understanding? It is hidden from the eyes of all living, and
concealed from the birds of the sky. Avaddon and death say, “We have heard of it with our ears.”
Gd understands its way, and He knows its place. For He looks to the ends of the earth, and sees everything under the
whole heaven. He makes a weight for the winds, and He sets measures for the waters. When He made a decree for the
rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder, then He saw it, and declared it; He established it, and searched it out.
And to Man He said: Behold, the reverence of Gd is wisdom, and to move away from evil is understanding.

What are the messages for us?
11.  lyov 42:7
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Gd said to Eliphaz the Temanite: My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of
Me correctly, like My servant lyov.

12.  Four lessons: Ignorance; Humility; Righteousness; Wisdom in Life

One more message

13.  lyov 16:4-5
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Would | also speak as you do? If you were in my place, | would join with you with words; | would shake my head upon
you. | would strengthen you with my mouth, and the movement of my lips would spare you.

14.  lyov 19:3
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Ten times you have shamed me; you are not ashamed, you act as strangers to me.



