Yehoshua 22 — Going home, but not without a fight... P
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The challenge: Unity and Religious Identity

22:1-8 The send-off

2. Malbim to 22:2
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The condition which Moshe set with Reuven and Gad was only that they go as warriors until after conquest, but

Yehoshua added and instructed that they remain there until after division.

3. Devarim 3:20 and Yehoshua 1:7

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 35:3
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Rabbi Yitzchak, Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Yudin the Ger went to learn Torah from Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai; some
say about nedarim, others about libations. They asked permission [to depart], then waited another day. They asked:
Must we ask permission again? One of them taught: Yehoshua 22 says, “And Yehoshua blessed them and sent them,
and they went to their tents,” why does it then say, “Also, for Yehoshua sent them to their tents and blessed them”2
When Israel conquered and divided the land, Reuven and Gad were with them, for fourteen years. They asked
permission from Yehoshua to go to their tents, and then they waited more days, and returned and asked permission a
second time. Thus it says, “Also, for Yehoshua sent them, etc.”
Rabbi Yudin said: Reuven and Gad were part of Yehoshua's entourage. He escorted them to the Yarden, and when
they saw how his entourage would be reduced, they returned and escorted him home [and so needed to leave again].

5. Malbim to 22:8
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“With great wealth” — For Reuven and Gad had great cattle, but the half of Menasheh did not.

“Divided” — With their brothers who had remained to guard their cities, for 4:13 only 40,000 of them crossed the

Yarden - less than 1/3 of their count in Parshat Pinchas.

22:9-12 Breakaway!

6. Malbim to 22:9
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Yehoshua called them to his city of Timnat Serach on Mount Ephraim, and sent them from there. They did not go east

to cross the Yarden, but they went to Shiloh, the northern edge of Yosef's portion, to pray in Gd’s Sanctuary and gain

permission from the Jews gathered there.




7. Abarbanel, pg. 12
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For these two aspects of the sin it said twice “And Israel heard”. At first it said, “And Israel heard it said: Behold,
Reuven has built... opposite Israel,” as though they had set their own head, “opposite Israel.” For the second aspect,
their sin between them and Gd, it said at a second time, “And Israel heard, and they gathered to Shiloh,” for they
came to Shiloh, Gd's Mishkan, in outrage for Gd.

22:13-20 A diplomatic mission
8. Bamidbar 31:6
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And Moshe sent them, 1000 per tribe, to the army, and [he sent] Pinchas son of Elazar the Kohen to the army, with
the sacred implements [the Aron (lbn Ezra)] and the trumpets in his hand.

9. Malbim to 22:13-14
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They sent Pinchas to rebuke them regarding Gd, and the ten leaders to debate them on Israel’s matters.

10. Bamidbar 25:1-9
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And Israel dwelled in Shittim, and the nation began to stay after the daughters of Moav. And they called the nation to

their idolatrous offerings, and the nation ate and bowed to their gods. And Israel clung to Baal Pe’or, and Gd was

angry against Israel...

11.Rashi to 22:19
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If your lot is impure — that Gd has not chosen to manifest His Shechinah there.

12. Metzudat David to 22:19
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If your lot is impure in your eyes because the Mishkan is not there, and therefore you think that Gd is only watching

you via an authorized agent, and you wish to build an altar for the agent, for offerings.

13.Rabbi Avraham Bornstein, Avnei Nezer Yoreh Deah 454:33
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Living in Israel vs. Jerusalem involves three matters: (1) The mitzvah of living in the land, for which there is no
difference between Israel and Jerusalem... (2) The land-dependent mitzvot, for which Jerusalem has a level above the
rest of the land when there is a Beit haMikdash, for it has the extra mitzvot of eating sanctified items and maaser
sheni, and praying in the Beit haMikdash, the gate of heaven... (3) Logically, it is better to live in a sacred place, holy
to the Shechinah. This was true even before the conquest of Israel... But this is only in Galil and Yehudah. For the
other side of the Yarden, even though Yehoshua 22:19 says, “And if your lot is impure”... in truth, it is not under the
authority of an authorized agent outside [Israel], and it is not like a Jew living outside Israel, for once Israel conquered
it, it was consecrated with the sanctity of Israel, and it is no longer under the authority of an agent. However, before
conquest it certainly was under the authority of an agent, and in our day, within the view that its biblically authorized
sanctity was not eternal, it returned to the authority of an agent.



