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Yehoshua 20:-7-9 — Cities of Refuge N

20:7-9 Laws of the cities
1. Talmud, Makkot 12b
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Mishnah: If he kills in that city, he is exiled from neighbourhood to neighbourhood. And a Levi is exiled from one city
to another.
Gemara: A Llevi who kills is exiled from neighbourhood to neighbourhood, and if he is exiled to his own
neighbourhood then his own neighbourhood receives him. Rav Acha, son of Rav Ikka, said: What is the verse?
Bamidbar 35:28: “For in his city of refuge he will dwell” - the city that had received him before.

2. Abarbanel to Yehoshua, pg. 83
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In truth, it was all done fairly, according to the cities of the Levites. This is because there were 42 Levite cities, and 6

cities of refuge; in total, there were 48 cities of Levites and refuge. And all of them accepted [murderers].

Dividing the 48 cities among 12 tribes yields 4 per tribe, so that the 2.5 tribes on the eastern side of the Yarden

should give 10 cities, 4 per tribe. You see that they gave 3 cities of refuge, and another 7 for the Levites, for a total of

10.

3. Talmud, Makkot 9b-10a

X 0T TP LR IO NP TR () YWIT) NOT DA POW 79932 MAK IR 2000 YR PRI NP0 1770 1w
MWD A2 PR YA TYOR 1"R "?07n 2y

On the eastern side of the Yarden they had three, and in Israel three2 Abbaye said: In Gilad murderers were more

common, as Hosheia 6:8 says, “Gilad is a city of evildoers, tracked with bloody footprints.” What is “tracked with

bloody footprints”2 Rabbi Elazar said: They would track to kill people.

4. Ramban to Bamidbar 35:14
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Even though the city of refuge is only for accidental murderers, they shed blood cleverly and presented themselves as

accidental murderers. The area needed more cities of refuge to hold them, since the intentional ones were not known.

5. Tosafot (12th-13th century Western Europe) to Makkot 9b
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Therefore we needed cities of refuge, because they killed intentionally, without witnesses, and Gd would arrange for
them to come to the same inn, as seen on Makkot 10b.

6. Rabbi Yehudah Loeb (Maharal) (16 century Poland, Moravia, Prague), Gur Aryeh to Bamidbar 35:14
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It appears to me that every accidental murderer should have been careful not to kill, which is why he was liable for
exile. Otherwise, why would he be exiled? What did he do? He should have been careful not to have his friend killed
by his hand. And in Gilad they had more intentional murderers [as well], so that not one of them — even the good
ones — was careful not to kill someone accidentally... Therefore, they needed many cities of refuge.



7. Rabbi Yisrael Lipschitz (19t century Germany, Prussia), Tiferet Yisrael to Makkot 2:1
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In Gilad they were more bitter and of hotter hearts, and they would track and ambush murderers, whether they had

killed accidentally or intentionally. They would go after him to kill him. Therefore, they needed many cities of refuge,

for the murderer to hasten there to be saved.
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21:1-2 The request

2. Bamidbar 35:1-8 (modified JPS translation)
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And HaShem spoke to Moshe in the plains of Moav by the Jordan at Jericho, saying: 'Command the children of Isra-
el, that they give to the Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell in; and open land around the cities
shall you give to the Levites. And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and their open land shall be for their cattle, and
for their substance, and for all their beasts.
And the open land about the cities, which you shall give to the Levites, shall be from the wall of the city and outward a
thousand cubits around. And you shall measure outside the city for the east side two thousand cubits, and for the south
side two thousand cubits, and for the west side two thousand cubits, and for the north side two thousand cubits, the
city being in the midst. This shall be to them the open land about the cities.
And the cities which you shall give to the Levites, they shall be the six cities of refuge, which you shall give for the
murderer to flee there; and besides them you shall give forty and two cities. All the cities which you shall give to the
Levites shall be forty-eight cities: them shall you give with the open land around them. And concerning the cities which
you shall give of the possession of the children of Israel, from the many you shall take many, and from the few you
shall take few; each tribe according to its inheritance which it inherits shall give of its cities to the Levites.'

3. Vayikra 25:32-34
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But as for the cities of the Levites, the houses of the cities of their possession, the Levites shall have a perpetual right of

redemption. And if a man purchases of the Levites, then the house that was sold in the city of his possession shall go

out in Yovel; for the houses of the cities of the Levites are their possession among the children of Israel. But the fields of

the open land about their cities may not be sold; for that is their perpetual possession.

4. Rabbi Aharon halevi, Sefer haChinuch 408
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The tribe of Levi is the choicest of the tribes, prepared for service in the House of G-d. It has no portion with Israel in
the fields and vineyards — but the Levites needed cities in which to dwell, for their children and babies and beasts...

5. Rabbi Aharon Halevi, Sefer haChinuch 342
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This tribe was selected for Divine service, and all of their activities involved wisdom, for they were not caught up in

working the land like the other tribes of Israel. Regarding them Devarim 33:10 says, “They will teach Your laws to

Jacob, and Your Torah to Israel”’ Because wisdom is in their midst, all Israel was continually involved with them.

6. Rabbi Aharon Halevi, Sefer haChinuch 342
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Therefore, it was appropriate that those cities in which everyone had an equal share, and to which every heart was
turned, should be the height of beauty and desire, and this would lead to the praise of all Israel.

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shemitah v'Yovel 13:5
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By tradition they learned that “may not be sold” means “may not be altered. Rather, the fields and outlying areas and

the city, each of them must remain as it is forever. And so for other Israeli cities.

8. Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch to Vayikra 25:34

This [law] is specifically because these were given to them for eternal generations; therefore, no generation may alter
this at will. The current generation is not the sole authority, but future generations are equal in their rights. Just as they
received it from their predecessors, so they should leave it for those who will come after them.

21:37 The Basic Layout
9. Malbim to 21:4
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And the lottery produced for each as was appropriate for them, according to their level of holiness. Just as with the
body’s limbs, the limbs that are closer to the heart are more elevated and more pure in strength, so Aharon’s sons,
who were closer to the Mishkan and Mikdash, their lot fell in the portion of Yehudah, Shimon and Binyamin, who
were around the Mikdash (and therefore they perpetually adhered to the monarchy of the House of David).
The next level was the remainder of Kehat, who also dwelled near the heart. Their sacred work was to carry the Aron,
table and sacred vessels on their shoulders. Therefore, their portion was in Ephraim, Dan and half of Menasheh, for
Yosef's portion was beside Binyamin, and Dan’s portion was behind Binyamin, and they sheltered the Mikdash with
their wings and they were close to its portion.
And after them was Gershon, who carried the Ohel Moed, its curtains and covers, which were the equivalent of flesh
that covers the internal organs, sheltering the heart. They took of Yissachar and Asher, who were both after Yosef,
Yissachar in the east and Asher in the west, and from Naftali, who also dwelled near them and bordered Binyamin




and Yosef in the east, and opposite length of the Yarden with Menasheh in Bashan. Granted that this part of
Menasheh was on the other side of the Yarden, they joined in some measure with the second half which was in Israel,
and they were associated with it by proximity, as one tribe.

And Merari was the extreme end, carriers of the Mishkan’s boards, beams, pillars and bases, like the skin and bones
of a body. They took from Reuven and Gad outside Israel, and from Zevulun in the northwest extreme of Israel.

21:8-40 The specific cities

10.Radak to 21:7
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Some tfexts are edited to include, “And from the tribe of Reuven, Betzer and its outer areas and Yahtzah and its outer

areas. And Kedeimot and its outer areas and Meyfa’at and its outer areas, four cities.” And | have not seen these two

verses in any accurate, old text, but only edited in some of them. | have seen that Rav Hai was asked this, and he

responded, “Even though they are not listed here, in Divrei haYamim they are listed.” From his response, it appears

that these cities were not recorded in their texts.

21:41-43 The end of settling the land

11.Ralbag to 21:43
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Even though they did remain among the Jews, as has already been mentioned, that does not contradict what is

mentioned here. All of the nations who battled them fell into their hands. Those who remained did so because of the

laziness of Yehoshua and Israel, and not because of a lack of Divine supervision over them.




